4 year-olds

Unit 5: The magic paintbrush


EVALUATION RESULTS (2000/2001)
1- Were the activities suitable for them? If not, Why?

Yes (63.6%)
Quite a lot (30%)
So-so (5.45%)     No answer (0.9%)
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2- Which has been the most motivating activity? Why?
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Songs (50%)
Because of the movement, and the tune.They like videos.

Punchinello (23.7%): Because there was a lot of movement. It was easy to learn, it was fun and it involved movement. It’s like a game for them, funny. They love moving and being the center of the group. Fun to play Punchinello and the song is easy to learn, the music too. They  had a very good time playing it. They have to 

take part actively. The song is very cheerful. They like these games when they are altogether. They have to choose a classmate and it supposes movement. They feel important being the centre and ordering the movements. They had to make different movements. They take part actively and they can be the protagonist. It was a challenging activity for them. They love movement and action. They like being the centre of attention. It was an easy song. They like the tune of the song. They feel involved. It was like a game. They had to participate.


Jump out of bed (20.6%): They love the song and miming it. They liked the song and even I could say most of them learnt quite a lot. It is fun to do the things that appear in the song. Because of the movement, and the tune. The song was very nice and the movements were funny. They liked acting out, specially the last quick one. They want to move in the classroom. It involves action and movement. They enjoy doing different movements. The song is very funny. They found the video very funny. They liked the video and performing it too. Because there is movement and they like it. They understood the video and were able to do the actions.

Photograph exhibition (20%)
Because they love to take photographs. They liked seeing themselves making funny faces. They loved being the centre of the activity. They could do whatever they wanted and felt excited because of the photograph, looking at their photos. They liked it to see themselves in the corridor (they wanted to take the photographs home and they took them). They decorated the photo and took it home. They like showing the work at home. It was something different for them. The kids can see themselves in the pictures. They liked the exhibition and taking home the photographs. They love to recognise themselves in the photos. Students were very motivated to take their picture home. Because it made them feel important. Very motivating for them.

Pelmanism (11.8%)
It made them pay attention. Because they play with cards of animals, they must guess what animal is so they encourage with the game. It was very exciting  for them to turn the card over. They enjoyed playing with the animal cards. They liked it a lot . They like playing against their classmates. They like playing in twos. Children are very excited waiting for their turn. They like guessing games.

Games (4.54%)
Bean Bag Carry : It was fun.

Be a top: It was fun. They played and moved their bodies.


Poster (3.14%) 
They love watching the photographs on the wall. They like sticking labels.

Booklet (2.44%)
They liked to colour and to do the booklet. They like drawing and seeing the final product, it is motivating  for them (they are taking it home one by one). They love having a look at the book they have done. They love to colour.

Rhymes (1.3%)

It was easy.
Performance (1%)
Because there were a lot of movements.
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3- And the least one? Why?

None (27.4%)

Classifying animals (27.4%)
Maybe because I didn’t do it in a motivating way. 

It became a poor classification (big-small). Too difficult for them. It was  difficult for them and too slow. They didn´t understand me and couldn´t express themselves. It was difficult to explain what the aim of the activity was. They didn´t know how to classify. 

Their aim was only to get their favourite animal pictures. Too many new concepts. It was too difficult for them.

Rhymes (24%)
My eyes(16.9%): It’s difficult because it has got a lot of vocabulary. It hasn’t got music and it was difficult to learn. Too difficult for them, not very motivating. Not much movement, no music. I couldn’t memorize the chant. Without music they can’t remember the letters and there wasn’t “much movement” on this song. It was boring. In my opinion it has little action.

  Games (7.2%)
Be a top (1.6%): Instead of these they preferred other more motivating activities. Not so easy to move around one’s bottom. I didn´t understand the activity very well nor the pupils.

Beanbag carry (1.6%): Very often the beanbag was dropped.
Songs (6.4%)
Clap your hands (4.8%): They prefer other activities. It’s dull. Perhaps because the music goes very slowly.
Pelmanism (3.2%)
There were quite a lot of cards, it was difficult to make pairs and it. Took long to match the pairs.


Booklet (2.4%)

They didn´t understand very well what was it and what to copy.
4-Was the material used in the unit (for the teacher) useful /complicated to use?

Useful  : Yes (80%)
Quite a lot (18%)
So-so (0.9%)     No answer (0.9%)
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· Because the booklets, the story, the flashcards and everything I have used was useful to carry and to use.

· In general it was useful and motivating.

· All the activities were well related with the concepts.

· I think it´s a very good material.

· No problems using it.

· Impossible to work in little groups when they are 25.

· The storybook is useful.

· Silhouettes good for the performance.

· It helps a lot.

· After the explanations it was easy to use.

· With this material I could work on the topic appropriately.

· There were too many things to do. 

· A lot of time needed to prepare materials. 

· Classifying animals needs a lot of help.

· Because it was easy to work on.

· It was complicated to take pictures of everyone.

· It was no complicated but there was a lot of  new material.

Complicated : Yes (0%)  Quite a lot (9%)  So-so (21%)  No (63%)
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Because some activities need some preparation, but in general it’s great to have all the materials ready to be photocopied, printed…whatever. Thanks!

5- Did the students participate actively?

All of them (33.9%)
Most of them (63.3%)     Some of them (0.8%)  No answer (1.7%)
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6- Which of the activities has supposed a challenge for the students?
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Classifying animals (31.7%)
Because they had to think what was common between few animals. Asking them to think about their own criteria. They loved colouring, cutting out, sticking. They must think about the main characteristics of animals and it is not easy without help.
Photo exhibition (18.9%)

Pelmanism (16%)
The order of the sequence. Work on the visual memory. I think they enjoy playing it. They had to think and try hard to memorize where the animals were. Some of the sts were quite 

good, others just tried without thinking. They have to memorize pictures and places.


Song (13.5%)
Jump out of bed: Because they had to remember the order of the actions.

Punchinello: They have to remember the name of one activity in English and say it aloud. The last day some of them could choose the action and the next friend to be IT. Say what they can do.

Booklet (7.4%)
Writing is very difficult for them and much more in English.

Performance (4.7%)

None (4%)

Game (2.7%)
 

Story (0.6%)


When each one had to think about their body.
8-Other comments:

· They have learnt lots of vocabulary.

· They have felt relaxed because they have realized that they can do a lot of things.

· The songs are very nice and they have enjoyed singing and miming them.

· I realize that probably it’s my fault:  when I don’t  like the activities they notice it.

· The children liked the songs “Punchinello” and “Jump out of bed” but the language in them was very complicated and they have only been able to remember the odd word (Punchinello funny fellow, yawn, stretch). 

· A successful  unit.

· Some activities were difficult for the 4 year olds.

· To make the booklet you have to take different spaces in the class. I haven´t so I had a lot of noise.

· It resulted a little messy the activities connected with classifying animals.

· This unit is very active. They like it because nearly all the time they have the possibility of moving themselves.

· I haven´t worked on some activities like jump out of bed, my eyes, be a top or classifying animals and classroom booklet. But I think that the last one looks too difficult to be done in English with the young ones.

· Very beautiful activities but better for primary school than for nursery.

· Sometimes the sessions had too many activities and they were more sessions for me.

· Animals are always fun, success.

· Instead of taking photographs, I recorded them on video and they enjoyed a lot watching themselves, even their mates from other classes.

· When playing Punchinello it was difficult for them to say “I can thump my chest” or other expressions like this one. They said “I can monkey” or “I can gorilla”.

· I have not worked the whole unit. I have been ill and I have only worked the first 4 sessions before Easter. After coming back from holidays I have started with unit 6.

· In my opinion in this unit there are a lot of new activities. The 12 sessions designed were 14 for me.

· I think that last term was very long and at the end both teacher and students were very tired. Last sessions were quite hard to keep the attention.

· Each UNIT requires more and more material to be prepared and there´s not enough time to prepare it in our working day. So, there´s no time neither to look for other extra material!!!

· Now, it´s possible to have some extra sessions to repeat some of the activities that we´ve made in this UNIT.

· This UNIT has been the hardest one for the teacher. I needed a lot of time to do the exhibition. Children were very tired so it was very difficult to work with them.

· I didn´t do the classroom booklet because I did the activity about posters in different groups with everybody, spending much time; not the photograph exhibition. Because it was too expensive for my school.

· They are not able to classify the animals. I had to give them the clue and they were able to identify. Some groups had problems identifying big or small animals.

· It was a little bit hard for the teacher because the activities, the work in groups for different activities supposed a big effort. It was not easy to explain to the whole of the class what we wanted from them.

· Very difficult: classroom booklet and classifying animals.

· Classifying animals procedure suggested in the lesson plans would need a lot of time so I decided to work with the whole class in the way their teachers work with the logic blocks

· It was not practical at all with 22 working with animals because they haven´t got enough information, sessions are too short for explaining and doing it. And we can´t, in 10 minutes, teach them any content; we have to use what they already know. We haven´t got enough linguistical resources for giving them new information.

· This unit is very hard for teachers. In my opinion it is harder than the others. The reason is that there are a lot of new songs and rhymes, also other difficult activities: Photograph exhibition, Classroom booklet, Classifying animals, Posters.

· The “Classifying animals” activity was very difficult for them because there were too many new concepts to assimilate (colours, size, adjectives…)

· Nice unit.

· I was ill during two weeks time, that’s why I don’t know how the booklet and the pelmanism worked. I liked the unit, the songs, taking photographs and so on.

· I’m not very happy with my work in this unit. I missed some sessions because of meetings, etc. and I think it’s not good for children.
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PÁGINA  
7
Eusko Jaurlaritza. Hezkuntza Saila. Ingelesaren Sarrera Goiztiarra. Haur Hezkuntzako 2. Ziklorako materialak.                    
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