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STORY: Hiccups!, by Michaela Morgan  (ISBN 0 19 915906 8)

1-  “Good morning children,” said Mrs Best.
“Good morning, Mrs Best,” said Poppy.
2- “Good morning, Mrs Best,” said Kenny.
“Good…hic” said Jo.

3- “You’ve got hiccups,” said Mrs Best,

“But I know what you should do.”
4- “Hold your breath and count up to ten.

That will stop your hiccups.”

5- So Jo held her breath and counted to ten.

1,2,3,   4,5,6,   7,8,9,   10!

6- “That’s better, isn’t it?” said Mrs Best.

7- Then Jo said, “Hic!”

“I know what you should do,” said Poppy.

8- “Drink some water and hold your breath and count up to ten.”

9- So Jo drank some water and held her breath and counted to ten.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10!

10- “That’s better, isn’t it?” said Poppy. 

11- Then Jo said, “Hic! Hic!”

“I know what you should do,” said Kenny.

12- “Put your fingers in your ears, drink some water, hold your breath and count up to ten.”

“Hic! Hic! Hic!” said Jo.

13- Everyone tried to help.

“Sing a song,” said Mr Jelly.

“Eat a biscuit,” said Mrs Pie.

14- “Stand on your head,” said Miss Ross.

Jo did all that, but nothing worked.

15- All morning, Jo had hiccups. All dinnertime, Jo had hiccups.

16- All playtime, Jo had hiccups. The hiccups didn’t stop.

17- “Try running,” said Tom.

“Try jumping up and down.”

“Try spinning round and round.”

18- “Try holding your nose.”

Jo did all that,

But nothing worked.

19- Jo was fed up. “Hic! Hic! Hic! Hic! HIC!” she said.

20- Suddenly, the cat ran past very fast, 

         and Mr Tucker ran past very fast.

         Cheep flapped his wings very fast.

         Then Cheep flew up.

21- “Cheep has stopped my hiccups,” said Jo. “Hurray!”

“Cheep!” said Cheep.

22- “Hurray!” said everyone, but Mrs Best did not say hurray.

She said, “Hic!”
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HICCUPS

With all the pupils sitting in a horseshoe, and two chairs (one for Jo and the other for all the people with the suggestions)

Narrator:

The narrator stands between the two chairs and speaks more softly and quickly. The pupils do not repeat the narrator.
One morning, Mrs Best, the teacher was in class with all the boys and girls.

Indicate one chair.

Mrs Best happily.
Good morning, children.

Move to where the pupils are sitting to reply.

Cchildren:
Good morning, Mrs Best.

Good morning, teacher.

Narrator:
But one child, Jo, was having problems. Jo had hiccups.



Indicate the other chair, Jo’s chair.

Jo starts to speak and then hiccups.
Good … hic!



Narrator:
Mrs Best tried to help



Mrs Best.

Puts her fingers over her nose and counts with fingers.
You’ve got hiccups.. but I know what you should do.

Hold your breath and count to ten.



Narrator
So Jo held her breath and counted to ten



Jo taking a big breath, counting with her fingers.

Pause for a moment as if the hiccups might have stopped and then hiccup.
1,2,3 4,5,6, 7,8,9, 10!

Hic!



Narrator


Then Poppy tried to help

Poppy

Drinks from a glass, holds her nose and counts with her fingers.
I know what you should do.

Drink some water and hold your breath and count up to ten.



Narrator

Delivered fast and quietly.
So Jo drank some water and held her breath and counted up to ten.



Jo fills a glass with water, takes a big breath, holds her nose and counts, indicating with her fingers the numbers from 1 to 10.

Pause before hiccuping again.
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

Hic... hic!

Narrator
Then Kenny tried to help



Kenny puts his fingers in his ears, drinks water, holds his nose and counts with his fingers.
(I know what you should do.)

Put your fingers in your ears, drink some water, hold your breath and count to ten.

Narrator

Delivered very fast.
(So Jo put her fingers in her ears, drank some water, held her breath and counted to ten)



Jo puts her fingers in her ears, takes a drink, puts her fingers back in her ears, takes a big breath….
1,2,3,4,5,  Hic! Hic! Hic!

Narrator
Everyone tried to help



Mr Jelly
Jo, sing a song



Jo repeats the advice and tries.
A song..

In a cottage in a wood...

Hic! Hic!



Mrs Pie indicates a biscuit
Jo, eat a biscuit



Jo repeats the advice, takes a biscuit and starts to eat it


A biscuit. Munch, munch. Hic! Hic!

Miss Ross indicates her head


Jo, stand on your head

Jo repeats the advice and leans over as if on to her head and tries
On my head Hic! Hic!

Narrator
(Jo did all that but nothing worked. All morning, all dinnertime, all playtime Jo had hiccups. The hiccups did not stop.)



Tom runs
Jo, try running



Jo runs on the spot
Running. Hic!



Tom jumps up and down
Jo, try jumping up and down



Jo jumps up and down on the spot
Jumping up and down. Hic!



Tom spins round and round
Jo, try spinning round and round



Jo spins round and round
Spinning round and round. Hic!



Narrator

Help / indicate for the pupils to crouch behind their chairs.

Meaow like a cat building up the excitement.

Stay with the pupils (not in Jo’s or the solution-givers’ place)
But nothing worked. Jo was fed up.

Suddenly... do you know what happened?

There was a cat.

Cat screeches loudly and jumps up..


Meaoow!



Sit back down in Jo’s chair quickly indicating for the pupils to do the same.

Jo shrieks with fright then realises her hiccups have gone.
Help! 

Wow! No hiccups. My hiccups have gone. Hurray! Mrs Best my hiccups have gone.

Narrator:
But Mrs Best could not say hurray.



Mrs Best:
Hic! Hic!



Narrator:
And that’s all.



The first time you dramatise it, you should not give all the suggestions. Add some more on each dramatisation, or wait for the pupils to suggest some too and add those.

(The video of this storytelling is available)
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