Primary 3 / Unit 2: Exploring Time
PART II: A World of Clocks
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Activity 10: Planning
The aim of this activity is to warm up the Ss for the forthcoming activities.

Step 1- T and Ss will play a guessing game about what they have learned in PART I. First, T and then, H and/or any other S, will pick up a card and say a statement or a question related to the story.

Interaction sample:

T: Right, boys and girls, put on your listening ears. You over there, are you paying attention? PLEASE DO! Now, Who can tell me something we learned in Part I? Helper?

H: We learned…

T: Clever boy/girl!: Now let’s play a guessing game to see how much you can remember. I’m going to pick up a card and I’ll ask you a question about it. Ready? There we go…

Twin Rabbits used them to tell the time. What are they?

H: Clocks!
T: Mmm, you’re close…! D…
S: Dandelion clocks!

T: Great!

T: It’s got sand. What is it?

H: A sandglass

T: Well done!  Now let’s see! It looks at the sky to tell the time. Who is it?

S: The Hedgehog
T: That’s smashing! You’re far too noisy today, behave yourselves, please!

Step 2- T & Ss will then  play Hangman so that they can guess what PART II is going to be about (CLOCKS).

T: Now boys and girls, to know the word that will summarize Part II we need to play a game called Hangman. Do you know how to play hangman? Well in order to guess the hidden word you have to tell me the alphabet letters. If the letter is in the word, it gets added. Every wrong guess means that the letter is written underneath, so if the word hasn’t got that letter we’ll write it down here, and we’ll start drawing the first part/bit of the picture. To win you’ll have to guess the word before the drawing is finished, otherwise you lose.

Step 3- If Ss do not know the alphabet yet, T will write it down on the b/b while s/he reads the letters aloud and s/he will help Ss saying the letter they have chosen.

T: But we have a problem here, how do we say the letters of the alphabet in English. Let’s see, I am going to write this letter on the blackboard. Can anyone of you tell me how do we say it in English?

H: ‘A’    /ei/

T: That’s great, well done. And this one (B)?

H: ‘B’    /bi/

(…)
T: Now we are going to sing the alphabet song. Ready, steady, go!

Ss: A,b,c,d,e,f,g, … .

T: You’ve sung it very well, indeed. Jone, you’re name’s Jone ,isn’t it?

S: Yes.

T: Thank you. That was to see if you were paying attention. Very Good. Now, I’ve got a question to ask you. Can you spell your name in English, please? What, you don’t know how! Listen, my name is John and you spell it like this, J-o-h-n. See how easy it is. Give it a go! I’m sure you’re going to do it very well.

S: J-o-n-e

T: Clever girl, give yourself a big clap! And  you over, can you spell your name?

S: …

T: Great!

T: Now that you all know your A B, C, we are going to start playing the game. Remember the rules? Ok then, Let’s start!

(…)

T: Give yourselves a pat on your back. Excellent work! So what is Part II going to be about?

Ss: Clocks

T: Well done!

Step 4- T & Ss talk a little about the topic before writing the plan. T elicits previous knowledge about the topic.
T: Have you got any clocks at home? Where?

Ss: In the kitchen/in the living room/in my parent’s bedroom…

Step 5- T presents the plan for Unit 2-PART II. H (or T) writes down PART II plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part II.

PART II planning

We are going to:

-sing a song

-design a clock timeline

-make a clock

-play with time 

-tell the time

-write in the Sing & Say Book

-work in corners

-organize a clock exhibition

T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part II. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!
Activity 11: Clocks through History

In this activity T and Ss will analyse different ways of telling the time from Prehistoric Times to Modern Ages. T  can use the  reference book “First Time Book DK” to see different ways people came up with to measure time. T explains different types of simple clocks.

Interaction sample:

T:  Do you remember the story ‘Mouse Tells the Time’? Ok then, can anyone tell us the animals we met in the story?

Ss: …

T: Clever girl/boy! Can any of you remember how this animal measured the time?

Ss: …

T: Very good. Turn your heads and look over there.

Now boys & girls you’re forgetting the rules, no talking while the others are talking!

I am really cross, you should be listening. That’s better.

As I was saying, over there (T points to the clock hanging on the wall) we have a…?

Ss: Clock!

T: Well done. That is a very modern clock. Now, let’s open this book and see if we can find different clocks to measure time

Wow! Look at this one (point to the sundial). This one is a very, very old clock. It was used a long, long time ago, before any of us were born. It was called a sundial. And this one?

Step 1- T explains that s/he will read a very short text describing one of the pictures in the worksheet. Ss will then have to order the pictures. The checking will be done on the blackboard.

T: H, hand out these worksheets, please!

H: Here you are.

T: I haven’t heard any thank you. I didn’t ask anyone to shout. Stop being silly!

Now, everybody sit up straight. I don’t want any playground noises in the classroom. Is everybody ready? Don’t talk now, it’s listening time. What you have to do is the following. In this handout you have pictures of different types of clocks. Well I’m going to read a short text describing one of them and you will have to order the pictures from A to F. Remember that in these little boxes under the pictures you will have to write the letter. OK? Let’s do the first one altogether. Are you all ready? H, ask them to pick up their pencils and to listen carefully, please!

H: Pick up your pencils and listen carefully, please!.

(…)
H: Freeze! It’s checking time now!

T: I’m going to read the first one again. H, ask someone in the class to come to the front and to show us what picture I am talking about.

H: Ander, come over here and point to the picture, please!

T: What’s the matter? You don’t know? Don’t worry, you’ll try harder next time. Ok H, ask somebody else, please!

H: Jone, come over here and point to the picture, please!

T: Well done, Jone! Now, I’m going to read/describe picture B. Aitor, stop that nonsense, will you? That’s better. Are you ready?

(…)

Step 2- T will give out Handout_11B and Ss, individually/in pairs, will read the descriptions of each device and will place the correct picture from Handout_11A. The checking will be done on the b/b, and afterwards Ss will stick the pictures and will write the names of each device.

T: H hand out these worksheets, please!

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

T: Has everybody got one? Good! Now, first, you are going to cut out these pictures (handout_11A, A3 size on b/b). Second, individually/in pairs, you are going to read these descriptions (handout_11B, A3 size on b/b). Third you are going to place the pictures next to the description and, finally, when you finish we are going to check the answers on the b/b. Did you understand? Ok then, let’s do the first one altogether.

(…)
H: Freeze! It’s checking time now!

T: Was it easy or difficult? Let’s see how it went. I´ll read the first description. Now, H, ask someone in the class to come to the front and to show us what picture I am talking about.

S: This one!

T: Very Good! Let’s read the second one.

(…)
T: How many correct?

S: Three out of six.

T: Now you’re going to glue the pictures and write their names over here (T points where). You have to listen, that means you have to be still. Irati, don’t swing on your chair, that’s how accidents happen. If you don’t sit properly, you’ll have to stand for a while. Thank you!

T: Asier, you’re working very hard. ( T walks around the classroom). I know you can do it much better, take your time. Ainhoa is working very hard.

Step 3- Ss will cut out the frames in Handout_11B along the dotted lines and, individually/in pairs, will make hypotheses ordering them from Prehistoric Times to Modern Ages and see the ways people have measured time by the sun, the use of shadows, sandglasses, pendulums and batteries.

T: Now, listen carefully boys and girls.

Children! H there’s far too much  noise. Will you ask them to be quiet, please.
H: Be quiet, please and pay attention!

T: That’s much better. Now, see this worksheet which you have just finished. Well, individually/in pairs, you’re going to cut along the dotted lines and you will have six pictures. Can you all see that? Once you have done this you will have to order them from the oldest to the most modern. H, ask them to start.

H: Start cutting, please.

(…)

H: Freeze, hands up, please.

T: Now, Let’s check!

Step 3- T and Ss check it on the b/b while interacting about the meaning of a timeline. T draws a river as an image of the timeline. The first part is narrow and represents long-time ago events. The closer they are to our times, the wider the river is. A bridge will represent Christ’s birth. T and Ss stick the pictures and time markers along the river.  Ss, in groups make up their own timeline using either the pictures and text from Handout_11B or drawing their own pictures and writing time markers for each period.

T: The oldest clock is the…. It was invented in/by …. The second oldest clock is …. Then we have the…. And finally, nowadays we have the….

Boys and girls we have ordered the clocks according to date, so, now, we are going to draw a timeline. We shall draw a picture to put them in order, for example this river. This is a timeline. Over here we’ll stick the oldest clocks and down here we’ll stick the most modern one. Any questions?

(…)

T: Very good. Now, you can start drawing your own timeline.

Activity 12: Making a Clock

In this activity Ss, in groups, will design and make a clock using recycling material.

Step 1- T will introduce the activity to Ss and in groups, they will have to design and make an analogical clock. Before starting the design, Ss will think about the parts of the clock and the possible material they will need to make it.

T: Boys and girls in groups we are going to make a clock. But, first of all, we will have to design it. Do you all remember ‘Means of Transport’, and ‘Toys’ where we all designed and made a car, a toy, …?. Well, in this activity we are going to do the same. Before we make a clock we will have to think very hard what type of clock we would like to make and then what materials we would need to make it. Do you all know names of the different parts of a clock?. Let’s see! What do you call this? The face! and this long pointer over here? Long hand. And this short pointer? Short hand. And what do you call these figures around the clock? They are called numbers. So, the parts of a clock are: the face, long hand, short hand and numbers.

Step 2- H hands out a sheet of paper per group to design the clock. Each group will have to discuss about how the clock will be like, make a drawing of it and write the list of materials they need to make it.

T: H, hand out these worksheets, please.

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

T: Has everybody got one? Good! Now in groups, you’re going to design a clock and write down a list of material needed. So, think and discuss which kind of recycling material you can use to make your clock. But first, let’s make the design.

Ss: Let’s draw a clock!  Show me yours. Very good, very nice. I like it. We can use ……… to make it. Good idea / No, better if we use …. / What about …..? / We need … .
Let’s make a list of materials. Who can bring ….?

This is our clock design…. We need ….

T: Right, boys and girls, open your ears to listen. Don’t forget that tomorrow you must bring the material you need, otherwise you won’t be able to make a clock. Is that clear, children?

Step 3- In the following sessions, and once the design is done, each group will start making their own clock manipulating the materials they have in order to make it. T will move around asking questions, helping when necessary and making sure that all Ss  will take part in the activity.

T: I’m sure you’re going to do it very well.

Really nice.

You’re trying very hard.

You’re stuck. Do you need any help?

That’s a lovely clock. I want you put that clock on that table over there. Thank you.

Activity 13: Sing & Say Book, ‘Stand Up, Sit Down’
Ss write the lyrics of the song called ‘ Stand  Up, Sit Down’ in their Sing & Say book.

Step 1- T tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

T: Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right. First, we need scrap paper and a pencil. Then, we need our Sing & Say book. Now H hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

H: How many in your group?

Ss: Four

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss write on scrap paper the beginning of the song ‘Stand Up, Sit Down’ the way they think it is. Then, T writes the first line on the b/b. Ss check their written production. T and Ss follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done Ss copy the corrected version in their Sing & Say books.

Step 3- T and Ss say and write some other words which have the same sound.

T: Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example this one. Nice try. And this one?. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

· Time, triangle, pirate, child, cry, five, crocodile, light.

· School, moon, blue, kangaroo, flute, food, boots, glue
· Lunch, mum, butterfly, fun, brother, sun, yum, cut.
· Now, mouse, crown, mouth, down, shout, house, flower,
· Spring, wing, king, ring, trunk, swing, sing, triangle
Step 4- T and Ss learn and practise the following tongue-twister:

Six short slow shepherds.

T: Now children, I want you to listen very carefully. Are you ready? Now it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you´ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Very good!

Activity 14: Funtime

In this activity Ss will do different tasks, using different devices  to measure time.

Step 1- T will show Ss how different devices to measure time, work (stopwatch, hourglass, timer, digital watch, …). Ss will do task 1 or 2 handling those devices to measure time while doing different actions.

T:What’s this? What does it look like? It’s a stopwatch/a timer/… . What can we use it for?

Have you got one of these at home? For example a stopwatch? Of course you have. See that small timepiece/clock that you are wearing on a strap on your wrists. Well, that’s called a watch, a digital watch and do you know what? that watch has a stopwatch. Just like the one I’m holding. A bit smaller but it works exactly the same way. Do you know how to use it? Let’s see.

Step 2- T and Ss  will talk about task 1 (Handout_14A). Ss will work in pairs. One will do the action while the other counts how many times s/he does it in 5 seconds. In this activity T (or a S) will time the experiment or in groups of three, one will time the experiment while the other two carry out the instructions. Ss will then write the results on Handout_14A.

T: Boys and girls, put on your listening ears, we are going to experiment with these time measuring devices, so listen carefully. Task 1 is called ‘What can I do in 5 seconds?’ H hand out these worksheets, please.

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

T: Has everybody got one? Good! Now let’s see what it says here. ‘What can I do in 5 seconds’. Number 1, what does it say H?

H: Clap my hands.

T: In 5 seconds how many times do you think we can clap our hands?. Ok, now, I’m going to time you all. So, are you ready? H, give the start, please.

H: Ready, steady, go.

T: Freeze! How many times did you clap?

S: Five times. … .

T: This is where I’m going to write the result.

T: Number two, H what does it say?

H: Snap my fingers.

T: Very good! H, now it’s your turn to time the class. Remember to give the start.

T: Well done. (Worksheet A3 size on b/b) Children, eyes on me. Now the information we have gathered in this column is going to be written down here. Let’s do the first one. How many times did Kepa clap his hands?

S: Five times.

T: So down here we will write In five seconds I can clap my hands five times, Ok? Did you understand? Very well. Now, you can start filling in the sentences. I’m sure you’re going to do it very well.

Step 3-  T and Ss  will talk about task number 2 (Handout_14B). How long does it take? Ss will work in pairs. They will make hypotheses about the time it will take for them to do different actions, then they will carry out those actions while one of them  measures the time. Next, they will change places. T will decide to do option A or B. In option A Ss will do the tasks in the playground and in option B Ss will do them in the classroom.

T: Boys and girls, eyes on me. We are going to do experiment number 2. So H hand out these worksheets, please.

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

T: Has everybody got one? Good! Now let’s see what it says here. See what I can do!  I can run along the playground in …. seconds. I can skip the rope 10 times in … . I can write my name in … seconds.

Ok, then, in pairs, you are going to think how long it will take you to do each activity.

S: I think that writing my name will take me … seconds.

I think that counting  in 5s up to 60  will take me… seconds.

(…)

T: So, now in pairs you will start timing one another. Remember to ask the following question ‘Can you time me?’ / ‘How long?’ and answer with ‘It took you … seconds’. Altogether. H, ask them to get in pairs, please.

H: Get in pairs, please..

T: Are you ready? H give the start, please.

H: Ready, steady, go!

S: How long?

S: It took you ten seconds.

S: I can write my name in ten seconds.

Activity 15: Song, ‘It’s time to go to school’
In this activity Ss will sing the song ‘’Hickory Dickory Dock’
T: Today we’re going to sing a new song. It’s called  ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’. First of all, let’s all stand up. Now, I want you to hum the song.

They will listen to the song and T will encourage Ss to propose movements for each verse.

T: Form a circle, listen to the song and imitate the actions I do/do what I do. So, H, ask them to get in a circle and copy the movements I do while we listen to the song. Now H, give the start, please!

H: Ready, steady, go!

T: Did you pick up any words? This time, we are going to sing the song and do the actions, OK?

Activity 16: What Time is it?

Ss, in this activity, will play two games to practise telling the time (o’clock, quarter  past, half past, quarter to) in English. The first one is called ‘Chinese Whispers’ and it will be played in the classroom while the other,  which is already familiar to the Ss, is called ‘What’s the time Mr. Wolf’. This one will be played in the playground.

T: Right, boys and girls, pay attention. Are you paying attention? Please DO! We are going to play a game called ‘Chinese Whispers’. First of all we have to sit in a large circle. H invite the boys and girls to get into a circle and then to sit on the floor.

H: Get into a circle, please. Now sit on the floor, please.

T: Thank you H. Well, this is how the game is played. First of all, H will set the time on this clock, then without showing it to anybody s/he will whisper the time into the ear of the girl/boy sitting his/her right. When I say whisper I don’t mean saying it in a hoarse voice. I mean saying it very softly using one’s breath rather than one’s throat. Then this boy or girl whispers the same message to the next person and so on. When the message reaches the last boy or girl this person has to say it out loud and clear. H meanwhile will show the clock to the class so that we are all able to check if it’s correct. Are the rules very clear? Ok then. Let’s start. H set the time (H sets a time on the clock, without showing it to the Ss).

Jon, you are the last. What time is it? Let’s check, H show us the clock, please.

H: It’s five o’clock!

T: Correct! Now, Jon, you will set the time, ok?

The second game is called ‘What’s the time, Mr Wolf?’ H will set a time on a clock (o’clock, quarter past, half past or quarter to) for everybody to be able to see it. One S will be the wolf and s/he will stand with her/his back turned to the others. Mr Wolf will walk slowly. The other Ss will also walk slowly behind Mr Wolf and will call out from behind ‘What’s the time, Mr Wolf?’. The wolf will turn around very quickly to face the others and will shout a time. The other Ss will freeze. The ones who move, are out of the game. The wolf  will start walking slowly again  until Ss yell the question once again. When Mr Wolf says the time shown on the clock s/he will run after the group trying to tag one. This S will then become the wolf. 

T: Boys and girls, come a bit closer to me. Eyes on me. We are going to play a game called ‘’What’s the time, Mr Wolf?’. Do you know how to play it? Only some of you? I see. Well listen to the rules. First H will be Mr. Wolf, and the rest of you ….
Activity 17: Corners
Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

Activity 18: Clock Exhibition
In this activity each group will present their clock to the rest of the class and then will display their work.

T: What do you think of displaying all these marvellous clocks in the Entrance/Hall/classroom/corridor/library/… . First, we are going to write a very short description of each clock and when we finish, H here, is going to choose one from each group to do the presentation. So I’d like to see your very best.

H: Olaia from group number 1, come to the front of the class and present your clock, please.

S: This is our clock. We made it with .... It has a round face and it’s red and white. We can change the time moving the hands.

H: Thank you very much. Please place it over there.
Activity 19: Evaluation

In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 2-PART II and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. We must bear in mind that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities
T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually)

Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of “standard” “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “every-day classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What did we do with that information? It’s on the chart, over there.

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn? Ways of telling the time.

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our S&S Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad
Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…
-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part I and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

-In this activity I learnt...

-Now I know...
PAGE  
8
Eusko Jaurlaritza. Hezkuntza Saila. Ingelesa Edukien Bitartez. LMHko 3. Maila. 2003-04 ikasturtea.

