Primary 4/Unit 1: Water
PART III: Water in the World
Appendix_LANGUAGE

Appendix_LANGUAGE

Activity 19: Planning
The aim of this activity is to warm up the Ss for the forthcoming activities.

Step 1- Ss will learn more effectively when they already know something about a content area and when concepts in that area mean something to them. When T link new information to the S's prior knowledge, they activate the student's interest and curiosity, and infuse instruction with a sense of purpose. Ss will learn and remember new information best when it is linked to relevant prior knowledge.

T can use class discussions to activate Ss' prior knowledge. This will give them an idea of how much the S has retained from previous lessons, and also, what they already know.
T: Boys and girls, eyes on me now. Are you paying attention? Please DO! So far we have learnt a few new things about water, haven´t we? Can somebody tell us what those few new things are? For instance, in part 1 what did we learn?

S: I know, the Water Cycle.

T: Very good. Now what are the four main parts of the Water Cycle? 

S: Evaporation, Condensation, Precipitation and Accumulation.

T: Excellent!  And in part 2 what did we learn?

S: (ask) Me! The Properties of Water!

T: Well done! Can somebody tell us some properties that were recorded on the chart.

(…)
Step 2- T will elicit previous knowledge about water features and of English expressions related to them.
T: In part III, we are going to learn a bit more about water in the world. In Primary 3/ last year we studied the continents and oceans. Let´s see if somebody can tell us the names of all the oceans?

S: Pacific,…

T: That´s terrific! Clever girl/ boy. Now look at this map. Can you find the oceans?

What other things that have water can we find on a map?

S: Rivers / lakes / falls. 

T: OK. Does anybody know the name of a famous river / a lake / waterfall…? Well, this is the plan of activities for the following weeks.
Step 2- T presents the plan for Unit 1-PART III. H (or T) writes down PART III plan in the Classroom Diary. Ss copy the plan in their diaries.

T: Let’s see what things we are going to do in Part III.

PART III planning

We are going to:

-sing a song

-obtain information from atlases and encyclopaedias

-write the lyrics in the Sing & Say Book

-make a poster about an important place with water.

-present posters. 

-build a map with important water features.

-work in “corners”.

-Check the activities.

T: These are the activities that we are going to do in Part III. First we are going to… Second we are going to… And finally we are going to…

H: Boys and girls, copy the plan in your diaries, please!

Activity 20: Song, ‘A Sailor Went to Sea’
Ss will sing the song ‘A Sailor went to Sea’.

T: Today we’re going to sing a song that we already know it’s called the ‘A sailor Went to Sea’.
First of all, let’s all stand up. Now, I want you to hum the song.

Step 1-Ss will listen to the song and T will encourage Ss to propose movements for each verse.
T: Form a circle, listen to the song and imitate the actions I do/ do what I do. So, H, ask them to get in a circle and copy the movements I do while we listen to the song. Now H, give the start, please!

H: Ready, steady, go!

T: Did you pick up any words? This time, we are going to sing the song and do the actions, OK?

Step 2- Ss will sing the song several times, each time leaving off one of the key words.
A sailor went to sea, sea, sea,

To see what he could see, see, see.

And all that he could see, see, see,

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, sea, sea.

Key words:

1- sea

2- see

3- bottom

Whenever you sing "sea" or "see", you bring your hand to your forehead like a salute. You sing it three times, each time a little bit faster. Now you are going to leave off one word each time. On the 4th time, you sing all the words except for "sea". Next you will omit “sea” and "see" and so forth. When you get to these words you zip your lips but still do the salute.
Clapping Pattern

1. Clap your own hands together. 

2. Clap both of your hands against your partner's hands. 

3. Clap your own hands together. 

4. Clap your partner's right hand with your right hand. 

5. Clap your own hands together. 

6. Clap your partner's left hand with your left hand. 

You could also make the pattern more interesting and/or difficult by slapping your thighs, snapping your fingers, etc.
Activity 21: Using an Atlas ‘Water Symbols’

Ss will  use simple maps to locate  water features (rivers, lakes, seas, ...) and draw their symbols in their diaries.

Step 1- T will tap on prior knowledge and engage the Ss in a short discussion about water features shown on maps. Ss in groups will think of symbols to represent other water features. They will draw them in their diaries and what they represent. Next, they will share ideas by drawing the symbols on b/b. Ss will then find these features in an atlas and draw them. H will write the different water symbols on b/b.

T: Is everybody ready? John and Irati turn around in your seats to face me please. Zip your lips and listen carefully!  Where can you find water?

S: (Points out that s/he can’t say anything).
T: That´s very kind of you to point that out. Let´s see if we understand each other. When I´m doing the talking, you zip your lips and when I ask you a question you raise your hand and answer me, did I make myself clear?

Very good then, Can anybody answer my question? Where can you find water in our world?

Ss: In Oceans, rivers.

T: Right, in Oceans and in rivers. Anywhere else? Think about summer, where do you go for a swim?

Ss: To the beach/sea.

T: Good and anywhere else?

Ss: Lakes.

T: That’s OK. So we have: oceans, the sea, beach, river, lake. We can also find water under the ground, in a desert oases, in glaciers, in reservoirs, in geysers, in ponds, swamps, streams, canyons, waterfalls..
Did you know that maps show us the earth´s oceans and its major   rivers and lakes. A map, as you all know, is a drawing that shows what a place looks like from above. It’s a visual representation of information. And where can we find maps? 

(The hangman can be played to obtain the word ‘Atlas’).

In an Atlas, and by the way what is an Atlas? An Atlas is a book of maps. This is an Atlas (showing the book) All the water features that we have mentioned can be found in this book. We have to look for water symbols on a map.

Standard maps are printed in different colours, with each colour used for a different class of features. For instance, black is used for man-made features such as roads, etc. So what colour do we have to look for?

S: Blue.

T: Correct. Blue is used for Water features, such as oceans, rivers, lakes. Natural features like rivers are represented with blue lines.

How would you represent a lake on a map? and a waterfall? Get in groups and think of symbols that could represent an ocean, a lake, the sea, a canyon, a waterfall, a reservoir, a dam 

(…)

T: To represent the sea what did you come up with?

(…)
T: Now I want you to locate these water features in this atlas. Let´s see what you come up with.

(…)

T: H, in two minutes I´ll tell you it´s time to stop.

H: Time´s  up/ freeze/hands on your knees please.

Group number 1, what did you find to represent the oceans?

S: The blue colour.

(…)

Step 2- Ss will record symbols and names of water features in their diaries: river, lake, sea, ocean, dam, waterfall, canyon...

canyon

A large but narrow gorge with steep sides. / a deep gorge ( a narrow opening between hills).Thousands of years ago, the Grand Canyon was formed by the rushing water of the Colorado River. 

lake

A body of fresh or salt water entirely surrounded by land. Loch Ness in Scotland is undeniably one of the most famous lakes in the World because of the Loch Ness Monster.
ocean

The salt water surrounding the great land masses, and divided by the land masses into several distinct portions, each of which is called an ocean. The five oceans of the world are the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic, and Antarctic. 

reservoir

A man-made lake where water is kept for future use. So many people live in Bilbao that they need several reservoirs to store enough water.

river

A natural stream of water generally flowing to another stream, a lake, or to the ocean. The Oka River flows from Ibarruri to Gernika and into the Bay of Biscay.

waterfall

A steep descent of the water of a river. Niagara Falls is made up of two waterfalls.

Dam

A structure/ barrier built to hold back water in order to prevent flooding, to store water for domestic and industrial use, or to provide hydroelectric power.  The Ord dam is in Australia

T: I want you now to copy these symbols that represent these water features in your diaries.

Activity 22: Info search ‘Water in the World’
Ss will fill in a blank world map with symbols that represent different water features ( rivers, seas, ...) in the world and make a poster.

Step 1- With the help of atlases, maps and encyclopaedias, the Ss will have to locate rivers, seas, lakes, waterfalls, canyons, dams… Each group will deal with only one or two of the features mentioned above and search all continents. They will collect this information in their notebooks. T will make a copy of Handout_22 and 25 for each group. In Handout_25 group representatives will draw and label the water features they found on the blank map of the world.

T: listen carefully children, in groups you are going to choose a water feature: A river, a sea, a lake, a waterfall, a canyon or a dam. You will then open the atlas and find that water feature on the different maps. Next you will mark that water feature that you have found on the blank maps of the different continents. And finally all that information will be tranfered to the map of the world.

Step 2- Ss will record the information about the world rivers, oceans, ... in their notebooks.

Example:

Important rivers in Africa: Nile, Congo…

Important lakes in America: Titicaca, Maracaibo…

Step 3- Ss will choose a water feature (river, lake, canyons …). T will then make a copy of Appendix_22A for each group. Each group will search for interesting information in the dossier about the water feature they have chosen (atlases as well as encyclopaedias may be used).

T: Depending on the water feature that you have chosen/will choose, you will be given a fact file of that water feature. You will have to read it and then extract the main information that you will need.

Step 4- Ss will make a poster with the relevant information. Ss may use the the questions and language patterns in Appendix_22B to produce the texts for the poster.

-The longest river is …

-The widest river is …

-It’s longer than ...

-It’s shorter than …

-It’s ... Km long.

-It holds ... of water.

-It is between Canada and the US.A

-There is/are 1, 2, 3,... ...rivers, lakes in...

-The USA is between the Atlantic and the Pacific Ocean.

-…

Activity 23: Sing & Say ‘Yellow Submarine’

Ss will write the lyrics of the song ‘Yellow Submarine’ in their Sing & Say book.

Step 1- T will tells Ss that they are going to write the song they have learnt.

T: Children, in order to write the lyrics of the song, what do we need? You’re right. First, we need scrap paper and a pencil. Then, we need our Sing & Say book. Now H, hand out these exercise books so that we can start writing.

H: How many in your group?

Ss: Four

H: Here you are.

Ss: Thank you.

Step 2- In pairs or small groups, Ss will write on scrap paper the beginning of the song ‘This is the way’ the way they think it is. Then, T will write the first line on the b/b. Ss will check their written production. T and Ss will follow the same procedure with the rest of the song. Once this has been done Ss will copy the corrected version in their Sing & Say books.

Step 3- T and Ss will say and write some other words which have the same sound.

T: Pay attention children. Look at these words. Can you say them? For example this one. Nice try. And this one?. Listen to me. Now say them after me. See how we say these words. Now write them down.

· Rip, hid, rid, kit, pin, win, bit, pill, fill, lick, pick

· Ripe, hide, ride, kite, pine, wine, bite, pile, file, like, pike
· span, spell, spill, spot, spun, spine, speak, spit
· Often, listening, soften, wrestle, castle, whistle, listen, glisten

· Wrist, wring, write, wrap, wrong, wreck, wrote, wrung
Step 4- T and Ss will learn and practise the following tongue-twister:

She sits and shines and shines and sits and sits and shines.

T: Now children, I want you to listen very carefully. Are you ready? Now it’s your turn. Once again. Lovely! Now you have to say it very slowly. This time you´ll have to say it three times to your head but silently. Very good!

Activity 24: Oral Presentation ‘Water in the World’
In this activity Ss will report to the other groups what they have discovered about water features: rivers, lakes, ... .

Step 1- The different groups will present what they learnt to the rest of the class, using the big map and poster. The groups beforehand will start preparing their presentation.

T: Children, you will now present to the other groups the water feature you´ve been working on. The following procedures will help you with the presentation.

Procedure:

-The group will prepare the presentation:

-Decide on who will cover which topic. Indicate who is responsible for which part of the presentation.
-Ss will ask T how to pronounce the words they are not sure of.

-Each S will say at least one sentence. They may read from their texts or learn sentences, so in order to do this they must read the script silently at least 10 times and read it out loud ten more times.

-Ss must speak slowly and clearly. A common tendency is to get nervous and talk too fast.
-Ss must vary their tone, speaking loudly enough that everyone in the audience, especially those in the back of the room, can hear. Ss must focus their eyes on someone towards the back of the room.

-Ss should use appropriate gestures and facial expressions, pointing to pictures, etc. (T may ask them to use at least one non-verbal resource, to foster awareness on this resource).

-Ss must rehearse the presentation as many times as it takes. Rehearsal enables spontaneity by helping Ss internalize their message. Once they know what they are saying from saying it several times, they will be free to deliver the message more powerfully and with a closer connection to their audience.
-Audience will show  interested and will try to identify a “false item” deliberately introduced by the team or carry out a “true-false” exercise prepared by speakers… 
Ss: Hello/ Good morning/ Good afternoon everybody. The water feature that we have chosen is the river/… We are going to talk about rivers

(…)

Ss: We hope that you have enjoyed it. Thank you very much for listening.

Activity 25: Recording Data ‘My Map of Water in the World’
The aim of this activity is that Ss individually will draw the water symbols on their own map, including information they consider relevant.

Step 1- T will distribute a copy of Handout_25 to each S. Each S will then fill in their own map of the world including any information he/she wishes about any of the different water features presented throughout the unit (e.g. “River Nile”, “Lake Victoria”…). They will have the big map and the posters as reference material.  T will help Ss with language, vocabulary, ... while walking around the classroom and checking Ss’ work.

T: H, hand out a copy of this activity sheet. On this map you are going to draw different water features that you have learnt so far. For instance, the Nile, where will I situate the Nile? Over here in Africa.

(…)
Step 2- T may ask questions about the maps and use answers for assessment.

Activity 26: Corners
Follow the guidelines in the Primary document.

Activity 27: Evaluation
In this final activity T and Ss will revise the plan of Unit 1-PART  III  and in their diaries Ss will tick the activities done. It must be taken into account that the main aim of this task is for Ss to reflect on the activities they have practised so far and to make use of the language learnt during the assessed part. That is, T should encourage Ss to look in detail at the materials handled and used, recall the structures and vocabulary practised during the period and use them as a tool to communicate with their peers and T in the context of the unit. At this stage, and taking into account that they are already trained and familiar with the activity, T should try to move further on and start eliciting from Ss reasons for their evaluation.

Interaction sample:

T: What are we going to do today?

H: Check the planning and evaluate the activities.

T: Fine, so let’s go through the planning. Please, everybody find activity X in your diaries/folder. Do you remember? H, what was it about? What did we do? Which materials did we use? (to the group) What is your opinion about it? Why? What did we learn/ What information did we obtain in this activity? How did we work? (pairs, groups, individually).

Along with H, T should record opinions and reasons on the b/b or preferably on paper (A3 or A1 if possible). The opinions may be given in their mother tongue, T should translate and write them down. These opinion-giving structures and vocabulary can become a bank of language for specific purposes or function-oriented. Not only that, but T should use this activity as a starting point to develop some other learning strategies like reasoning, reflecting on their own points of view, showing respect to peers’ opinions, reflecting on one’s work, etc.

T should repeat the same procedure with all the activities, posing some questions to H and some others to the group and encouraging participation.

When Ss are asked to write down their evaluation about the activities, T should encourage them to write not only the name of the activity and some type of “standard” “I liked …/I didn’t like …” expressions, but also further comments elicited from the evaluation activity itself. If they have a recorded personal evaluation, they can use it when doing the next evaluation session so it is a way of giving them more resources to broaden their use of language at different levels.

This activity offers good opportunities for both revision practice of “everyday classroom language” and language of the unit. In this particular case focus on:

-What did we learn about? We learnt about … .

-What did we do with that information? It’s on the chart, over there.

-What new vocabulary (semantic fields) did we learn? Ways of telling the time.

-What type of activities did we do? 

-Did we talk about…?

-Did we write in our S&S Book?

-Did we sing a song/say a rhyme?

-Did we perform a story?

-Did we locate water features on a map?

-…

T asks Ss to write down their opinion about each activity (T writes down a range of opinions on the b/b).

-Excellent/Very nice/Nice/Not so nice/Bad

Ss write down the best activity for them and what they have learnt.

-Which has been the best activity for you?

-The one I liked best was…

-My favourite activity was…

Finally Ss write down something they have learnt in Part  III  and compare it with their group peers’ self-assessment.

-In this activity I learnt...

-Now I know...
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