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Language Awareness: “Comparatives & Superlatives”





The following proposals are meant to reflect on some language items required when carrying out some of the activities in the sequence. They can be used along Part II, interspersed among the other activities in order to reinforce a particular language field or point.


1- Basic vocabulary: weather, climate, temperature, rainfall, north, south, east, west, hot, cold, cool, warm. Ss listen to the words on the audio CD (� HYPERLINK "..\\audio files\\Track 15.mp3" ��track 15�) twice, repeat them afterwards and number them in their handout. Then they match the words with their corresponding definitions or symbols (� HYPERLINK "Handout_14A.doc" ��Handout_14A�). Ss practise pronunciation and spelling in pairs.


2- Basic structures: The hottest month is August; Summers/houses are…; there are (things related to landscape)… Ss worked on these structures through act 13. Later on, and as reinforcement before using them in act 15, they tick on the sentence that corresponds to each picture (� HYPERLINK "Handout_14B.doc" ��Handout_14B�). Ss can copy them in their diaries and practise pronunciation and spelling in pairs.


3- Pronunciation. Focus on weather, climate, temperature, rain, house & houses.... Ss listen to the CD and tick on the box corresponding to the right word. After checking their answers, the class listens to a word and repeats it in group and individually. Finally, they work on the pronunciation of a famous sentence from My Fair Lady film.


Activities: “What did we hear?” (� HYPERLINK "Handout_14C.doc" ��Handout_14C�; � HYPERLINK "..\\audio files\\Track 16.mp3" ��track 16�), “Listen and repeat” (� HYPERLINK "..\\audio files\\Track 17.mp3" ��track 17�), “Tongue twister: The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain” (� HYPERLINK "..\\audio files\\Track 18.mp3" ��track 18�)


4- Grammar: focus on comparatives and superlatives. This should be linked to Act 12 (step 2) where T asks questions comparing different months when talking about temperature and rainfall. Ss will use this structure again in Act 13 and Act 15 (fact files). T asks Ss to name adjectives in English and writes them down on the b/b. If not said, T elicits the adjectives seen in the unit (hot, coldest, rainy, drier…) and asks Ss about meaning. T writes the different forms of the given adjectives. Finally, Ss do activity in � HYPERLINK "Handout_14D.doc" ��Handout_14D�, filling in the table.


Reference site:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.edufind.com/english/grammar/ADJECTIVES5.cfm" ��http://www.edufind.com/english/grammar/ADJECTIVES5.cfm�








