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	1. Introduction                 


This unit intends to be a continuation of “My Body”, the first unit of the syllabus for Primary 3, so some concepts and procedures can be retaken and extended. It goes into the topic of human anatomy in a bigger depth and links it to health and healthy habits. Its general objective is that the children use English while learning about how the human body works and what can be done to avoid some trouble with it.

To that purpose, the following structure is proposed:

· Three series of activities organised around the following themes: anatomy, curious facts and health.

· Usual tasks such as reading routines, songs, games, activities linked to ICT, etc.

· Some optional tasks for the teacher to choose from and complete the unit by introducing diverse activities that deal with the topic from different curricular areas.

	Parts of the Unit                 


Here we have a brief description of the three parts that make up the unit:

· Part 1: The Human Body. Main Systems.

It contains activities for presenting the topic and the unit as well as identifying the main systems and some organs and their functions. Its final product is a body display booklet. 

Part 2: Body Facts.

It focuses on information search from oral and written sources of input and its display and exposition to others. Its final product is a series of cards displaying curious facts related to our bodies, so they can be used to communicate them to others by means of oral presentations, posters and quizzes.

Part 3: Become a doctor in two weeks!

Examples of dysfunctions in some body systems lead to analyse their causes and look for ways of preventing them. It is managed through a kind of role-play and simulation of doctor reports. This last part also includes a sort of final task consisting on the production of “surgery posters”. Its aim is to help students collect, organise and display work done throughout the unit in the form of a poster with brochures about a particular health disorder.

	Objectives, Contents and Evaluation          


· Objectives, contents and evaluation hints.

The basic communicative language objectives, the CGD/DDC (Curriculum Garapenerako Dekretua / Decreto de Desarrollo Curricular) objectives they are linked to and the activities that most clearly aimed at them are included in Appendix a.0.1. 

Each objective is also linked to its corresponding evaluation hints. This document will be developed in the seminars (see “Objectives Assessment”, Appendix a.0.2) 

Observation sheets included for each part of the unit are meant to help the teachers observe their students’ performance in the classroom and complete their assessment reports (Appendix a.0.3)

· Tools for assessment and evaluation.

The labels for the Unit Revision Chart are included in Appendix a.0.4. They can be used to evaluate the classroom activity as well as to foster students’ awareness of their work and progress.

Apart from the observation sheets aimed at helping the teacher assess individual students’ performance, individual diaries are also a good resource for assessment at the end of each part.

The final activity could be used as an assessment tool once the unit is finished. The teacher will choose one or more items to observe (e.g. “the student learnt his/her part by heart” or “the pronunciation is acceptable” etc.) and will take notes for each student.

Teachers’ feedback.

A questionnaire for the evaluation of the unit itself (to be filled in by the teachers at the end of it) is also attached (Appendix a.0.5).

	Reading                 


The three main reading activities suggested for the first term of P6 are the following:

· Reference materials (main reading skills: skimming and scanning). The students will have to handle several reference books and dossiers to carry out some tasks.

· Fiction (main reading skills: thorough reading to get understanding to and reading out). Real fiction books (that is, non-adapted texts) can be used in group rounds, assigning a small part to each student (suggestion: “Eric’s Talking Ears”; proposal of activities in Handout h.0.4). 

· Jokes and Idioms (main reading skill: thorough reading to get understanding) The students in pairs read a joke or idiom and try to tell or explain it to the others. (Handout h.0.1)

· Extra activities: A first approach to English literature (main reading skill: relating vocabulary to concept by matching text and pictures). The aim of this activity is to introduce the students into the knowledge of classic writers so they can link their names to a period of time and a kind of writing. Proposals: 

· Shakespeare and one of his texts, “The Seven Ages of Man” (from As You Like It). (Handout h.0.2)

· Lewis Carroll: extracts from Alice in Wonderland (the ones where Alice’s body gets bigger and smaller after drinking or eating things she finds in her strange  journey).  

	Games                 


These are some suggestions of simple games to be used as warmers or round-off activities. Directions of how to play can be found in the “Collection of Language Games” (Appendix a.0.6) provided together with this unit. 

· “HANGMAN”

This can be played with organs and parts of the body to work on spelling. 

· “CATEGORIES”

It can be used to relate systems and organs. 

· “JUMP OVER THE LINE”

This game can be used to work on oral understanding of short texts related to body functions and facts.

·  “GLADIATOR”

Physical exercise is essential for keeping healthy. Active games like this one provide an opportunity for following this advice while using language in a real situation. 

	Songs and Rhymes                 


Songs: 

· Singing along well-known songs (or easier lyrics with popular tunes) is good practice to exercise reading speed, identification of written and oral forms of words, comprehension of general meaning of texts and pronunciation. 

Suggestions: 

“When I’m Sixty-Four” by The Beatles.

“Boa Constrictor” by Shel Silverstein, Peter, Paul and Mary or other versions.

“Only Sixteen” and “Wonderful World” by Sam Cooke.

 (Handout h.0.5)

Rhymes:

· Nursery rhymes are good for practising memory, intonation and pronunciation. At this stage the teacher may introduce the rhyme by explaining its origins. 

Suggestion: 

“Jack and Jill”

(Handout h.0.6)

	Video               


“Bodyzone” DVD (published by Dorling Kindersley) can be used to supplement the topic. Some ideas of activities can be found in Handout h.0.7.

	Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)               


Some advice and suggestions to integrate ICT in this unit:

1. Typing. Good habits are essential and they will help our students in the future. 

2. Word Processing. Several tasks can be done with or without this tool (see suggested activities in the general grid). 

3. CD-ROM. Children’s encyclopaedias, specific programs on the human body and vocabulary software that includes a section on the body are useful to get information and work on language.

Suggestions:

· Wordbird’s Word Land (Longman).

· Become a Human Body Explorer (Dorling Kindersley)

· The Human Body (BBC)

4. Email. The classes may establish a short-term correspondence with other schools asking them about the last time they went to the doctor: what the problem was and what the doctor told them.

5. World Wide Web. The students may find information and pictures on the Internet. Some interesting websites are mentioned in the “Useful Web Sites” section of this document.

	Further Activities               


· Art: The students observe a series of paintings by Leonardo da Vinci. They write a caption to them stating what they represent. The class shares their guesses. Finally, each student chooses one of them and draws the same idea in their way, including the three items (Leonardo’s picture, caption and own work) in their diaries (Handout h.0.8)
· Maths. The children have to solve a series of maths problems related to time measurement and body facts. (See Handout h.0.3)

· Drama. Part 3 final presentation can be extended and dramatised in the form of dialogue between a doctor and a patient. 

· Literature and classic culture. The children are presented a classic writer or well-known riddle or legend and carry out an activity.

Suggestions:

· Lewis Carroll. “Alice in Wonderland”. They listen to the teacher telling them about body size changes in Alice. They think of other body changes that could happen in “Wonderland” when drinking or eating something unknown (Handout h.0.9.).

· The Riddle of the Sphinx. The teacher tells the students about Oedipus and the riddle he had to work out. This time it is the children the ones who have to solve it, but keeping their ideas in secret. The children jot down their answers in a scrap of paper. The teacher or helper reads out all the hypotheses Handout h.0.10). 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Index 

	Name of the activity
	Type of text /lang.function
	How English works
	Curricular links
	ICT options
	Learning Skills

	1. Reference materials
	Explanation
	
	Science
	WWW
	Scanning texts for keywords

Taking notes

	2. Readers
	Narration
	
	Literature
	
	Reproducing sounds

Self-monitoring

	3. Jokes
	Narration
	
	Language
	
	Analysing expressions

Translating 

	4. The Seven Ages of Man
	Poetry
	
	Literature
	
	Taking risks 

Using keywords

Asking for clarification

	5. Game: Hangman


	Spelling
	Spelling
	Science
	
	Cooperating with peers

	6. Game: Categories
	Classification
	
	Science
	
	Cooperating with peers

Semantic mapping



	7. Game: Jump over the line


	Statements
	
	Science
	
	Paying attention

Identifying keywords (nouns and verbs)

	8. Game: Gladiator


	Asking for permission
	May I/we…
	PE
	
	Getting the idea quickly

Practising language in a natural situation

	9. Songs


	Poetry
	
	Music
	
	Repeating

Using music

	10. Rhyme
	Poetry
	Past simple: went, fell, broke
	Music
	
	Representing sounds in memory.

Reading out

	11. Video
	Explanation
	
	Science
	
	Identifying key words

	12. Become a H. Body Explorer
	Explanation

Instructions
	
	ICT
	CD-ROM
	Following oral and written instructions

	13. Leonardo’s drawings


	Captions
	
	Art
	Power Point
	Developing cultural understanding

Using resources for writing explanations

	14. Maths
	Problem solving
	
	Maths
	
	Creating mental links

	15. Alice in Wonderland


	Narration
	
	Literature
	
	Identifying the purpose of a language task

Linking new words to already known material

	16. The Riddle of the Sphinx


	Riddle
	
	Literature
	
	Taking risks wisely


	Bibliography, resources and useful websites               


1. Materials recommended for PRIMARY 6 UNIT 1 (03 – 04): THE HUMAN MACHINE

REFERENCE BOOKS
· Human Body Encyclopedia. DK. ISBN 1-405308486    

· Question Time. Human Body. Kingfisher. ISBN 0753406284.     

· See Inside Your Body. Usborne.  ISBN: 0746070055          

READING MATERIALS
-Stories: 

· Eric’s Talking Ears OUP, ISBN 0-19-919486-6

-Readers:

· The Human Body Pack . Oxford Literacy Web. OUP.  ISBN: 0199173729        

INTERACTIVE DVD
· Bodyzone Eyewitness. DK
2. Materials used for “MY BODY” unit (PRIMARY 3)

STORIES    

· Funnybones: big book (ISBN 0582435188) or small book (ISBN 0140565817)




· Funnybones: give the dog a bone (ISBN 0140566864) or small book (ISBN 0140566864)



· Funnybones: skeleton crew (ISBN 014056683X) or (ISBN 014056683X)


REFERENCE MATERIALS

· All About Me DK (ISBN 075133961X)   

· The Busy Body book MACMILLAN (ISBN 0-333-65404-8)


· My Tummy Rumbles KINGFISHER (ISBN 1-85697-103-1)

· Become a Human Body Explorer (CD) DK



READING MATERIALS

· Myself pack (ISBN 019916634X)







3. Useful Internet Sites
SITES FOR KIDS
THE HUMAN BODY

http://www.learnenglish.org.uk/kids/archive/theme_body.html
· Games, songs, stories and printable sheets to find out about the parts of the human body and how it works. 

http://www.lung.ca/children/grades4_6/respiratory/index.html
· This one focuses on the respiratory system. Some printable activities in PDF format. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/interactives/3djigsaw_02/index.shtml?organs
· Drag & drop body organs game. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/interactives/3djigsaw_02/index.shtml?skeleton
· Drag & drop skeleton game. 

http://yucky.kids.discovery.com/flash/body/pg000029.html 

· It invites to find out facts about the human body with Wendell the Worm, Yucky's Ace Reporter and other characters. It includes information about the gross and cool stuff humans' bodies create--burps, snores, gas and more.

http://library.thinkquest.org/J001614F/
· Some activities related to the body organs. 

KIDSHEALTH

http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/   

· This website is addressed to children and contains articles classified in the following sections:

· Dealing with feelings.

· Staying healthy.

· Everyday illnesses and injuries.

· My body.

· Growing up.

· Kids’ Talk.

· People, places and things that help me.

· Watch out.

· The game closet.

· Kids’ health problems.

· A glossary of medical terms.

· Health problems of grown-ups.

· Children can also watch some short movies on how the body works. 

http://www.girlpower.gov/girlarea/BodyWise/index.htm   

· BODYWISE: Body image, fitness and nutrition for girls.
http://www.brainpop.com/health/seeall 
· It is a fantastic site with easy videos and games about health: organs, systems, diseases, …, but it requires paying a fee for most of the resources.

http://www.fda.gov/oc/opacom/kids 

· A kid web page created by the FDA (U.S. Food and Drug Administration), this site offers sections on food safety. Other interesting features are drug definitions of the contents of the home medicine cabinet, as well as information on diseases that people get vaccinated against. "YORICK" the bionic skeleton explains the working of mechanical parts. 

http://www.imcpl.org/kids/guides/health/index.html
· The site of the Indianapolis Marion County Public Library.  Body systems and health. 

http://www.bam.gov/  
· BAM: BODY AND MIND: The site of the Certer for Disease Control and Prevention (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services) 

http://www.faculty.fairfield.edu/fleitas/contents.html 
· BANDAIDS AND BLACKBOARDS: This site has over 180 pages of information for children, teens and parents. Written by a nurse in Connecticut, these sites take viewers on a virtual tour of procedures that happen in a hospital. Information for siblings of sick children, essays by kids for kids and how to cope with teasing are featured links. 

SITES FOR MORE ADVANCED STUDENTS & ADULTS 
http://library.thinkquest.org/10348/
· BODYQUEST: Exploration of anatomy designed for students aged 11 to 16. 

http://www.medtropolis.com/Vbody.asp
· Interactive 3-D presentation of human anatomy and physiology
http://www.innerbody.com/htm/body.html 

· The body systems. An interactive tour. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/   

· BBC SCIENCE: THE HUMAN BODY: Information, facts, graphics and interactive activities about the human body.

http://vilenski.org/science/humanbody/index.html 

· SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: The Human Body Adventure. This site provides information and activities to learn about the human body and some illnesses through a role-play situation where the students pretend to be doctors. 

http://hes.ucf.k12.pa.us/gclaypo/health_index.html
· Body systems and health. 

http://webschoolsolutions.com/patts/systems/anatomy.htm
· Body systems.

http://www.lessontutor.com/bio5home.html 

· Body systems. Some printable blank pictures. 

http://www.bhf.org.uk  

· BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION: This website is dedicated at fighting heart diseases by giving advice, information on campaigns, educational resources…

http://www.diseases-explained.com/  

· DISEASES EXPLAINED ONLINE: A patient guide to diseases and conditions.
ALICE IN WONDERLAND: AN INTERACTIVE ADVENTURE

http://www.ruthannzaroff.com/wonderland/index.htm 

· Games and interactive activities based on Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in Wonderland” book.

DRAWINGS OF LEONARDO DA VINCI

http://www.visi.com/~reuteler/leonardo.html 

· Personal website of David Reuteler, which provides a wide range of Leonardo’s drawings. 
http://www.kfki.hu/~arthp/html/l/leonardo 

· WEB GALLERY OF ART: LEONARDO DA VINCI
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