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Europeans

UNIT  1
Europe, where we live.
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Introduction










About this unit

Europe. Where we live  is a unit of sequenced activities intended to last for one term. 

It has been structured into 9 separate activities, each one representing different stages and functions of the general learning process. 

As an average 3 activities can be distributed per month, but they have not been designed as homogeneous parts in any of the following aspects: time required, depth, work demand, expand,  etc.

These nine activities are linked in a progressive sequence towards the completion of a final product which is shared by the whole group, cooperatively accomplished and rich enough to  incorporate the work and learning developed through  a period of time.

Every  activity comprises a series of tasks or sub-activities again not equal in length, depth, etc.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English.

· To  foster curiosity  and will to find out and learn  about Europe  and the fact that they are Europeans

· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication and connection with the European dimension in their own  lives.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning for their own lives.

Final Products

· Collective final product:

A map of Europe incorporating physical, political, cultural facts of the different countries. This will not just be a product of the activities carried out but will remain as a tool for further learning in following activities and units.

· Individual final product:

Production of a booklet about “The Europe I like”

Objectives

1. To become aware of the geographical background of Europe

2. To learn some geographical facts concerning physical and political geography and to be able to interpret graphs, maps, etc.

3. To be able to get information (about the geographical facts) from English sources, both written and audiovisual  and/or on-line.

4. To be able to interpret maps and graphs and to develop ability to represent geographical data by means of graphs, maps, fact files, etc. using the required language.

5. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

6. To be able to present orally the outcomes of the final products assigned.

7. To be able to evaluate and self-evaluate the learning process and outcomes.

Map of UNIT 1

This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: 

· Engagement to topic. (Previous knowledge; cognitive challenge;…)

· Exposure to new content. (Language & Content)

· Research: getting and organising information.

· Integration of learning: outcomes, assessment, application in new contexts, etc.

	1.1

“Europeans. Where do we live?”

· Engagement/Previous knowledge
	1.2

“Natural conditions for living”

· Exposure: New learning 
	1.3

“Absolute outdoors”

· Research: getting information

	 1.4

“The European puzzle”

· Exposure: setting learning goals


	1.5

“Smart about Europe-I”

· Research: getting and handling information
	1.6

“Smart about Europe-II”

· Research: getting and handling information

	1.7

“Our Map of Europe”

· Integrating new learning: Outcomes of research
	1.8

“Winter Solstice Celebrations”
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations.
	1.9

 “The Europe I like”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


Description of the activities

Each of the following 9 activities is synthetically described in one page following a basic frame which includes brief account of the contents and the procedure. They have been numbered 1.1, 1.2, … 1.9, in reference to the number of the unit (1) and to the order of the activity within the proposed sequence:

Title

Description: a very brief account of the activity

Aim: in terms of general learning, integrating linguistic contents and Geography content  as well as attitudinal development.

Procedure: schematic series of suggested steps and tasks to carry out the activity

Materials: the basic materials needed to carry out the activity as well as some references to optional materials relevant to the topics and tasks in the activity.

Linguistic skills: the skill or skills mostly on focus.

Suggested timing of the activity considering the group’s timetable of English.

Handouts

Handouts are materials for the students. They are basic to carry out the activity although they can be replaced by similar materials. Thy are provided in easy to print and photocopy format. 

The handouts are titled and numbered according to the activity they belong to, so that they are easy to identify and find. When two or more handouts are necessary to one activity, they are numbered  a, b, c, etc. For example: Handout 1.2.a: “Good places to live” 

List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 1

Handout 1.1: Satellite night view of Europe 

Handout 1.2.a: Good places to live

Handout 1.2.b: Visual Glossary of Geographical Terms

Handout 1.3: Absolute outdoors

Handout 1.4: The pieces of the Puzzle

Handout 1.5a: Guide to Video & Listening Comprehension

Handout 1.5b: Relevant information

Handout 1.6: Blank Map of Europe

Handout 1.7.a: Gathering Information from peer presentations

Handout 1.7.b: Chart for Assessing Peer Performance

Handout 1.8.a:  Winter Solstice Poems

Handout 1.8.b:Setting up the task

Handout 1.8.c: Winter Solstice Celebrations Dossier

Handout 1.9: Framework and Hints for Personal “Booklet on Europe”

Appendices

Appendices are directed to teachers. They provide complementary explanations regarding general procedure or some methodological aspects. They are presented alongside the sequence in relation to concrete activities, but they will be referred to in other similar activities in the rest of the units. Consequently, they are numbered with no specific reference to any unit or activity, for example: Appendix I, II, etc.

List of Appendices introduced in Unit 1

Appendix I: “Tips on techniques to gather and share previous knowledge and information: brainstorming and mind mapping”
Appendix II: “Expected outcomes and feedback.”

Appendix III: “Ideas for charts and graphs”

Appendix IV: “Groupwork”

 Activity 1.1: “Europeans. Where do we live?”

Description

Analyse a satellite night view of Europe and make hypothesis about reasons for concentrations of population.

General aim

Elicit previous knowledge, engage on cognitive topic and promote motivation to learn more (both content and language)

Procedure

· Step 1: Hand out night maps  (H.1.1) Brainstorm for comments, hypothesis on country, city, area, geographical features, etc (App. I: Tips on techniques: brainstorming). As an option, use day views to help hypothesis.

· Step 2: Collect info on blackboard, or display groups’ outcomes on paper (App. I: Tips on techniques: mind-mapping)

· Step 3: Round up. Each student/group write a comment/caption on the map they have been looking at. (e.g.: “The north is very dark because it is very cold.” “Many people live in central Europe”). Appendix II: Expected outcomes and feedback.

· Step 4: Display  maps for comments and feedback.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1.1: Satellite night view of Europe 
	-Oxford Junior Atlas

-Phillips Foundation At.

-Internet Linked Children’s World Atlas 

-DK Children’s World At
	Encarta Standard 2003


	www. worldatlas.com




Language skills focused

Interaction

Writing: note taking; comments/captions

Timing 1-2 periods

Activity 1.2: “Natural conditions for living”

Description

Students analyse geographical features and evaluate them in terms of favourable living conditions.

General aim

Become aware of geographical and natural conditions. Build conceptual knowledge about geographical formations. Learn corresponding terminology in English.

Procedure

· Task: Groups (3 or 4) work on a list of geographical features (H.1.2.a) and mark each item. As reference, they are given a copy  of the glossary (H.1.2.b) so they can look up for doubts or unknown words. (One copy per group while doing the activity. Later on, a copy  will be handed to each student.)

· Step 1: Each group go through the list giving marks. Checking and looking up in the visual glossary. 

· Step 2: Students in groups relate data to well-known big cities in Europe: they make a list of European cities and select some of the geographical locations in their lists (H.1.2.a). A bar graph which is built on the blackboard. (App. III: Ideas for charts and graphs). 

· Step 3: Using the information displayed in the collective bar graph, groups are asked to turn that information (or similar) into a pie chart (App. III: Ideas for charts and graphs). Display the different groups’ pie charts around the previous general graph and elicit comments.

· Step 4: Extension on learning terminology: students in groups, pairs or individually design word games, i.e.: crosswords, word puzzles, etc. They can use the glossary, dictionary and other reference material as sources.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	-H. 1.2.a: Good places to live

-H 1.2. b: Visual Glossary 
	-Oxford Junior Atlas

-Phillips Foundation Atlas

-Internet Linked Children’s World Atlas

--DK Children’s World At
	-Encarta Standard 2003


	www. enchantedlearning.com




Language skills focused

Reading

(Controlled) oral production and written production

Timing: 5-6 periods

Activity 1.3: “Absolute outdoors”

Description

SS  reflect and draw conclusions  about the relationship between the type of natural environment(climatic conditions, biomes) and the sport activities connected

General aim

Establish conscious cognitive connections between main geographical features and human activity.

Procedure

· Step 1: The first 3 pages are thought of support for the learners as they go about the tasks. The first handout is a warming activity to link this sports concept to the work done in act. 2. (page 4)

Step 2: Read the text in black with them and let them work through the task of thinking about sports related to geographical locations.

· Step 3: Distribute the reading guide handout and let them work on the notebook.

· Step 4: Set up the task with them and establish task completion dates.

    (Appendix 4: “Groupwork”)

· Step 5: Ss write the summary using the writing frame.

· Step 6: Students present their poster about their sport.

The other students complete a table with the main info as a listening         activity.

Materials

	Hand outs

H1.3
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	


Language skills focused

Summarising a text. Reading a text for main ideas. Vocabulary acquisition.

Oral presentation.

Timing: 5 -6 periods 

Activity 1.4: “The European puzzle”

Description

Students study different areas of geographical knowledge about Europe. They are assigned different regions. This is the basic material for the units main final product: a complete map of Europe put together by the class with the different groups’ contributions.

General aim
Awareness of geographical background for the existing European countries. Working with main geographical features: climate + biomes; population; languages; country size; etc.  Acquiring general mapping procedures.

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss in groups of 3-5 are assigned parts of Europe including several countries. Each group will be responsible for completing the corresponding part of the map of Europe. Handouts with the details for each of the assignments are distributed (H. 1.4 “The Pieces of the Puzzle”).

· Step 2:  Each group must locate their group of countries in the general map displayed in the classroom. Groups will take turns and trace out the outline on the corresponding group of countries.

· Step 3: Each group must find out main geographical facts (physical & political) about their part of the map of Europe. They have to: identify countries; spot main cities/towns; spot main physical features: rivers, mountain ranges, lakes, etc.  and incorporate  all these info onto their maps (draft version).

 Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1.4: The pieces of the Puzzle
	-Oxford Junior Atlas

-Phillips Foundation A

-Internet Linked Children’s World Atl.

-DK Children’s World

-Wall Map of Europe 
	-Encarta Standard 2003


	http://www. Enchantedlearning.com

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/eu.htm
http://www.childrensatlas.com/intro.html



Language skills focused


Timing 4 periods
Reading. Writing. Oral production 



Activity 1.5: “Smart about Europe-I”

Description

In order to deepen their learning about corresponding part of map, the students use aural sources of information. 

General aim

Develop learning to learn strategies (both content and language). Specifically gathering relevant info in a research task.

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss watch a video: “Window on Britain”, or a similar one, describing a country (or countries). E.g.: documentary, tourist info, etc.. (Handout 1.5: Guide to Video & Listening Comprehension)

· Step 2: Checking comprehension.

· Step 3: After a second viewing of the video Ss in groups are asked to pin point general fields of information which seem relevant to give  a general account of a country: facts, specific geographical features, landmarks, cultural facts, etc.

· Step 4: Each group present their proposals to the others. (E.g.: “We think/consider it is/will be important/relevant to talk about: population, main cities, languages, etc., etc., etc.”)

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1.5: Comprehension Guide 
	
	“Window on Britain” Video
	http://www.mapzone.co.uk/main.cfm


Language skills focused

Listening comprehension. Note taking

Timing 2-3 periods

Activity 1.6: “Smart about Europe-II”

Description

SS propose, discuss and make agreements about a general frame for the map keys or legends to be developed for their “parts” of the map of Europe.  

General aim

Develop learning to learn strategies (both content and language). Specifically gathering relevant info in a researching task.

Procedure

· Step 1: Atlases, encyclopaedias, guides, and any further books containing gazetteer type texts  are displayed in the classroom for the groups to browse and find out both the information they will require for their particular assignments and the way that information is usually rendered. 

· Step 2: Groups are asked to design their proposals for map keys. They will have to provide both the outline and the selection of information: population, area, languages, currency, main resources, etc.,

· Step 3: The whole group agree to a number of specific features all the groups will include in their legends and some other features to be incorporated at each group’s choice. They also discuss and agree about the colour-key to be used by all groups to reflect geographical info.

· Step 5: Groups check boundaries to match features common to different parts of map.

· Step 6: Groups work on their assignments. (App. IV: Tips about group work monitoring).

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	
	-Oxford Junior Atlas

-Phillips Foundation A

-Internet Linked Children’s World Atl.

-DK Children’s World

-Wall Map of Europe
	-Encarta Standard 2003


	http://www. Enchantedlearning.com

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/eu.htm
http://www.childrensatlas.com/intro.html



Language skills focused

Reading. Note taking. Interaction. 

Timing 4-6 periods

Activity 1.7: “Our map of Europe”

Description

Putting the map together. Sharing information.

General aim

To learn cooperatively. To become aware of own building of knowledge and the process involved.

Procedure

· Step 1: A frame is decided and groups put up their corresponding parts of map. A “committee of groups’ reps” takes care of final adjustments.

· Step 2 a: Presentation of group’s outcomes: Each group present their work and put up the legend for their corresponding part of Europe. 

· Step 2 b: Those listening have a chart where to record info from the other groups. (H. 1.7)

· Step 3: Evaluation of process by  the students and by the teacher. (App. V: Tips on cooperative evaluation of process)

· Extensions: write about one country/ Europe/ one particular aspect/… (If this is done, it can help students as a preparatory work for the assignment in Activity  1.9.)

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H. 1.7: Chart for recording information
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Interaction. Oral Production. Written Production

Timing 3 periods

Activity 1.8: “Winter Solstice Celebrations”

Description
Learning about the origin of winter traditions in Europe. 

General aim
Develop learning to learn strategies (both content and lang.). Specifically gathering relevant info in a research task and sharing it.

Procedure
· Step 1: Saturnalia poem. In groups Ss read a poem with no title and write a title (Options: Half the class is given the whole poem, the other half is given the whole text. Two different poems can be used.Then listening to the poems for checking titles and  working on pronunciation of core vocabulary related to the topic of winter celebrations.(H. 1.8a)

· Step 2 : Brainstorm. Ss throw out all words connected to this time of the year they may know (whatever ideas they may have, from films, magazines, …).Yule, Saturnalia, Winter solstice, Christmas, Hannuka will be included. It’s organised as a mind map.

· Step 3 : Ss research about winter solstice celebrations. They have to include some minimum info. (H. 1.8b). Each group chooses one celebration and finds the info with the help  of H 1.8c or the web.

· Step 4: Each S writes a paragraph using the chart as a guide.

· Step 5: The groups present their information and their peers fill in a chart. 

(H. 1.8b). 

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.8a: H.1.8b: 

H.1.8c: 


	
	Encarta encyclopedia
	http://www.religioustolerance.org/winter_solstice.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice 

http://classbrain.com/artholiday/publish/article_289.shtml 

http://www.kidzworld.com/site/p1623.htm 

http://www.equinox-and-solstice.com/html/winter_solstice.html 

http://www.echoedvoices.org/Dec2001/DecSolstice.html 

http://www.schooloftheseasons.com/celsolstice.html 




Language skills focused

Prnunciation & Intonation. Scanning for information. Oral presentation

Timing  3-4 periods
Activity 9: “The Europe I like”

Description

Students, individually, choose a topic related to  Europe they have liked and write about it incorporating graphs, maps, pictures, drawings, etc.

General aim

To apply learning acquired during the previous process. 

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss are handed Handout 1.9: “Booklet on The Europe I like”. They make a little planning and can consult the teacher about any general doubts

· Step 2: Ss work on their booklets. They are given two (?) periods to complete it. It is up to the particular teacher if they can work at home, but, it is very important that a deadline is established.

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H. 1.9:Outline for Booklet
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Writing.

Timing 2-3 periods
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