



Activity 1.4: “The European puzzle”





Description: Students study different areas of geographical knowledge about Europe. They are assigned different regions. This is the basic material for the units main final product: a complete map of Europe put together by the class with the different groups’ contributions.





General aim: Awareness of geographical background for the existing European countries. Working with main geographical features: climate + biomes; population; languages; country size; etc.  Acquiring general mapping procedures.





Procedure


Step 1: Ss in groups of 3-5 are assigned parts of Europe including several countries. Each group will be responsible for completing the corresponding part of the map of Europe. Handouts with the details for each of the assignments are distributed (� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.4 The Pieces of the Puzzle.doc" ��H. 1.4 “The Pieces of the Puzzle�”).


Step 2:  Each group must locate their group of countries in the general map displayed in the classroom. Groups will take turns and trace out the outline on the corresponding group of countries.


Step 3: Each group must find out main geographical facts (physical & political) about their part of the map of Europe. They have to: identify countries; spot main cities/towns; spot main physical features: rivers, mountain ranges, lakes, etc.  and incorporate  all these info onto their maps (draft version).


 Materials


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.4 The Pieces of the Puzzle.doc" ��H 1.4: The pieces of the Puzzle��
-Oxford Junior Atlas


-Phillips Foundation A


-Internet Linked Children’s World Atlas 


-DK Children’s World


-Wall Map of Europe �
-Encarta Standard 2003


�
http://www. Enchantedlearning.com


� HYPERLINK "http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/eu.htm" ��http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/eu.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.childrenatlas.com" ��http://www.childrenatlas.com� 


�
�



Language skills focused			Timing 4 periods


Reading. Writing. Oral production 








�












