



Activity 1.8: “Winter Solstice Celebrations”





Description: Learning about the origin of winter traditions in Europe. 


General aim: Develop learning to learn strategies (both content and lang.). Specifically gathering relevant info in a research task and sharing it.


Procedure


Step 1: Saturnalia poem. In groups Ss read a poem with no title and write a title (Options: Half the class is given the whole poem, the other half is given the whole text. Two different poems can be used. Then listening to the poems for checking titles and  working on pronunciation of core vocabulary related to the topic of winter celebrations.(� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.8 a Winter Solstice Poems.doc" ��H. 1.8a�)


Step 2 : Brainstorm. Ss throw out all words connected to this time of the year they may know (whatever ideas they may have, from films, magazines, …).Yule, Saturnalia, Winter solstice, Christmas, Hannuka will be included. It’s organised as a mind map.


Step 3 : Ss research about winter solstice celebrations. They have to include some minimum info. (� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.8b Setting up the task.doc" ��H. 1.8b�). Each group chooses one celebration and finds the info with the help  of � HYPERLINK "h 1. 8. c Winter Solstice Celebrations Dossier.doc" ��H 1.8c� or the web.


Step 4: Each S writes a paragraph using the chart as a guide.


Step 5: The groups present their information and their peers fill in a chart. 


(� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.8b Setting up the task.doc" ��H. 1.8b�). 


Materials


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.8 a Winter Solstice Poems.doc" ��H.1.8ª�


� HYPERLINK "Handout 1.8b Setting up the task.doc" ��H.1.8b�


� HYPERLINK "h 1. 8. c Winter Solstice Celebrations Dossier.doc" ��H.1.8c�


�
�
Encarta encyclopedia�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.religioustolerance.org/winter_solstice.htm" ��http://www.religioustolerance.org/winter_solstice.htm� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice� 


� HYPERLINK "http://classbrain.com/artholiday/publish/article_289.shtml" ��http://classbrain.com/artholiday/publish/article_289.shtml� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kidzworld.com/site/p1623.htm" ��http://www.kidzworld.com/site/p1623.htm� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.equinox-and-solstice.com/html/winter_solstice.html" ��http://www.equinox-and-solstice.com/html/winter_solstice.html� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.echoedvoices.org/Dec2001/DecSolstice.html" ��http://www.echoedvoices.org/Dec2001/DecSolstice.html� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.schooloftheseasons.com/celsolstice.html" ��http://www.schooloftheseasons.com/celsolstice.html� 


�
�



Language skills focused: Pronunciation & Intonation. Scanning for information. Oral presentation


Timing  3-4 periods
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