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Europeans

UNIT  2
How did Europe come to be.
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Europa holding the horn of Zeus (disguised as a bull) - Athenian vase found in northern Italy, 480 BC
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

Introduction










About this unit

“How did Europe come to be”, is a unit of sequenced activities on European history. History of Europe will be approached from the present time, 21st century European reality and with the facts developed by students in the previous unit (“European Puzzle”), as a starting point.

 As for content selection, the core concept will be the development of modern state since “1789” together with social and cultural transformations during 19th and 20th  centuries.

The main aim is to develop students’ awareness and knowledge about the roots of the present time European environment and their own involvement as EU citizens.

Special emphasis will be made in creating awareness about conflict and its causes and the development of peaceful solutions like human rights, democracy, social welfare, etc.

Exposure to information will be approached holistically: from various and diverse sources, but also by setting different types of tasks: reflection on previous knowledge and thoughts, gathering information, researching, etc.

A timeline from 1789 to 2004, developed collectively all along the sequence, will be the shared final product. It will incorporate productions and outcomes of the different group or individual tasks carried out during the general learning process.

An individual final product will account for each student’s own achievement both regarding content and language.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English by using it to learn about history connected to their lives.

· To foster curiosity and will to find out and learn about Europe  and the fact that they are Europeans

· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication and connection with the European dimension in their own lives.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning with their own lives.

Final Products

· Collective final product:

A time line of the recent history of Europe 

In the same way as the Map of Europe produced in UNIT 1, this will remain as a tool for further learning in following activities and units.

· Individual final product: “A Ride on the Time Machine”. Each students prepares a dossier of a trip on the time-machine to the past of Europe.

Objectives

1. To become aware of the historical background of Europe

2. To learn some historical facts concerning the recent history of Europe, and to be able to establish cause effect connections.

3. To be able to get the required information from English sources, written, audiovisual  and on-line.

4. To be able to understand and use some historiographic tools and terminology like: time references, 

5. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

6. To be able to present orally the outcomes of the final products assigned.

7. To be able to evaluate and self-evaluate the learning process and outcomes.

Map of UNIT 2

This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: engagement, exposure, integration and application.

	2.1

“Europe 2004 & before”

· Engagement & Previous knowledge

·  Cognitive challenge
	2.2

“Conflict & Crisis”

· Exposure: New learning
  (Reading) 
	2.3

“The Marseillaise”

· Exposure: audiovisual input  (A film)

	2.4

“ 1789”   

· Research: getting information


	2.5

“Two centuries of war-I”

· Research: getting and handling information
	2.6

“Two centuries of war-II”

· Research: getting and handling information

	2.7

“Two centuries of peace-I”

· Applying learned tools to integrate new learning


	2.8

“Two centuries of peace-II”

· Integration of learning: using it in new situations.
	2.9

“A Ride on the 

The Time Machine”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 1

Handout 2.1.a: Europe and the European Union

Handout 2.1.b: Moving Frontiers

Handout 2.2.a: Sources of Conflict

Handout 2.2.b: Major Crises in Europe

Handout 2.3: The Marseillaise: comprehension tasks

Handout 2.4.a: Dossier on 1789

Handout 2.4.b: You be the historian

Handout 2.5: Two Centuries of War-I: Script and questionnaire

Handout 2.6: Two Centuries of War-II: Mind map

Handout 2.7.a: Things get better in time

Handout 2.7.b: Guessing Dates

Handout 2.7.c: Living in the 21st century

Handout 2.8.a: Evaluating Children’s rights

Handout 2.8.b: Herstory

Handout 2.8.c: Women

Handout 2.9: A Ride on the Time Machine

List of Appendices introduced in Unit 2

Appendix I: Blank map of Europe

Appendix II: Using a Dictionary

Appendix III: Classroom Time Line

Appendix IV: Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Appendix V: Extra Readings

Activity 2.1: “Europe 2004 & before…” 

Description

Bearing in mind the map produced in the previous unit, students compare present time Europe with political maps of previous stages of the recent history of Europe. The starting point will be the situation of Europe around the European Union movement.

General aim

Students become aware that boundaries are not a fixed geographical fact but depend on very important historical factors. By comparing maps, they are asked to make hypothesis and statements about causes for map changes.

Procedure

· Step 1: Present situation with special reference to EU: students classify countries in reference to EU. Students work in pairs on lists of member countries, applicant countries and non-EU countries.  (Handout 2.1.a)

· Step 2.a: Students distributed in three groups study the map of Europe at 3 different periods: 1700 A.D., 1800 A.D. and 1900 A.D. Each group focuses on one map and label the countries. (Handout 2.1.b)

· Step 2.b: Students get in trios, each person from a different group in step 2.a. They exchange information and make statements about countries existing in each period. Students must check the real maps: the given web pages or printed versions. Check also the book “Timelines of World History”.

· Step 3: Students share information. They make hypothesis about causes for map changes. Use brainstorming technique and represent the outcomes on a conceptual map of causes for changes of boundaries. 

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H. 2.1.a

H. 2.1.b


	
	Encarta

Britannica
	http://www.mrdowling.com/708europe.html


Language skills focused

Interaction

Timing: 2 periods

Activity 2.2: “Crisis and Conflict”

Description

Students are elicited on types of conflicts: social, political, cultural, etc. and they make hypothesis about causes. They read about critical situations and events in the recent history of Europe

General aim

Students develop “historical thinking” cause-effect connections, in order to understand historical processes and to be able to report on historical changes. 

Procedure

· Step 1: Reading about sources of conflict: Students read about critical aspects of the European history in the 19th century.  Through a shared process of reading comprehension they get exposed to the concept of crisis or conflict and several variables. (Handout 2.2.a: Sources of Conflict)

· Step 2: Reading about major crisis in the 20th century. Students are exposed to information: they read in pairs and comprehension is checked by questionnaires or reading guides. (Handout 2.2.b: Crises in the 20th century)

· Step 3: Students read some extracts from “Anne Frank’s Diary”. They read individually and are asked for their own impression and opinion.

Materials

	Handouts
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H:2.2.a

H.2.2b.


	“Timelines of World History”

“Anne Frank”
	“Britannica Children’s Encyclopedia. 2004”
	


Language skills focused: Reading

Timing: 4 periods

Activity 2.3: “The Marseillaise”

Description

Students watch Jean Renoir’s film “La Marseillaise” thus being exposed to historical information about the 1789-1805 period.

General aim
To get hold of a complex historical situation through a familiar medium. 

Procedure

· Step 1: Pre watching task: students are elicited on previous knowledge about the topic: The French Revolution.

· Step 2: While watching: students are provided with a list of characters, facts, objects, etc mentioned in the films and they just mark them in the order they appear. Handout (2.3.). After watching the film they are handed a reading guide on the film content. (Handout 2.3)

· Step 3:  Round up: Students are asked to make hypothesis about the type of consequences.

 Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.2.3.


	
	“The Marseillaise”
	


Language skills focused

Listening comprehension

Timing 

2/3 periods 

Activity 2.4: “1789”

Description

Students obtain and process information. 

General aim

To expose students to learning situations of a particular area (history in this case) in English.

Procedure

· Step 1: Students read the Dossier about 1789 , Handout 2.4.a, and do the tasks in “You Be the Historian”, Handout 2.4.b.

· Step 2: Students evaluate the process and the results in terms of learning acquired about the topic. 

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H. 2.4.a

H. 2.4.b


	
	
	


Language skills focused: Reading and writing

Timing: 3/4 periods 

Activity 2.5: “Two Centuries of War - I”

Description

Students make group projects about different wars in Europe during the 19th and 20th centuries. Collectively, they start building a timeline of the history of Europe since 1789 till 2004.

General aim
Students get factual information and develop awareness on the recurrent wars in Europe. 

Procedure

· Step 1: Students are exposed to facts about wars in Europe in 19th and 20th centuries. They listen to the recording, or to the teacher’s reading. 
· Step 2: Students listen again and complete the required information. (Handout 2.5. “Two Centuries of War”: Script and questionnaire)

· Step 3: Students set up the classroom Time Line and mark the wars on the corresponding dates. (Appendix III: Timeline templates)

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.2.5

App II


	
	
	


Language skills focused: Listening

Timing: 1 period

Activity 2.6: “Two Centuries of War - II”

Description

Students make group projects about different wars in Europe during the 19th and 20th centuries. Collectively they start building a timeline of the history of Europe since 1789 till 2004.

General aim

Students develop awareness on the recurrent wars in Europe. Parallel to this attitudinal learning, they develop researching abilities.

Procedure

· Step 1: Students set the basis for their research activity on European wars (Handout 2.6. Two centuries of War II). 

· Step 2: In pairs, students develop their research tasks. Reference materials must be available in the classroom.

· Step 3: Groups present their outcomes and display them on the classroom Time Line. (Appendix III: Timeline templates).

Materials
	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.2.6

App III


	
	
	


Language skills focused:

Reading for facts and specific information

Writing 

Oral production: presentation
Timing: 4 periods

Activity 2.7: “Two Centuries of Peace - I”

Description

Students get information about different aspects connected to general scientific, technological and cultural improvement that have contributed to develop peace.

General aim

Become aware of processes and changes that contribute to social progress and peace. At the same time they develop awareness of the impact of technology in the recent history of Europe.

Procedure

· Step 1: Students are asked to think about present time domestic facilities by comparing homes nowadays with homes in previous stages of the recent history of Europe. (Handout 2.7.a. Things get better in time). Students are asked to date home items and take that information to the time line. Use reference materials.  Reinforce these ideas by developing dating strategies. (Handout 2.7.b: Guessing dates).
· Step 2: Students in groups think about facilities in their hometown or surrounding communities. They develop a double-entry chart considering three aspects: Health and Hygiene, People’s mobility and Transport, Communications. (Handout 2.7.c. Living in the 21st century)

· Step 3: The groups’ charts are integrated into a general chart (use a large cardboard sheet). Students make hypothesis about dates and check them in the reference materials available. Bring all the dates to the Time Line.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	2.7.a

2.7.b

2.7.c
	DK
	Encyclopaedia Brit
	


Language skills focused: Interaction. Note taking.

Timing: 3 periods

Activity 2.8: “Two Centuries of Peace - II”

Description
Students analyse different socio-political changes that have contributed to develop peace, like the declaration of human rights. 

General aim
Students develop awareness about equality and about the need to support and reinforce processes and changes that bring peace.

Procedure
· Step 1: An enlarged copy of the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (Appendix IV) is put up on some visible area in the classroom.  The document with Declaration of the Rights of the Child is distributed and students, in pairs or small groups, follow the reading guide. The students analyse each of the ten principles by filling two evaluating charts comparing their own situation as children in 2004 Europe to a European child in the 1920’s. (Handout 2.8.a. Evaluating the Rights of the Child)
· Step 2:  Ask students to make a general comparison of both documents: The Human Rights and the Children’s Rights, and help them focus on the right to vote, not included in the Children’s Rights. Students work on the history of universal suffrage by focusing on facts about women’s vote. (Handout 2.8.b. Herstory). 

· Step 3: Students think about the social status of women as citizens during the recent history of Europe. They must write captions and suggest dates for a series of pictures. (Handout 2.8.c. Women). Check dates. (Appendix V, text 3)

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.2.8.a

H.2.8.b

H.2.8.c

App. IV
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Reading.

 Interaction. 

Timing:  3 periods
Activity 2.9: “A ride on the Time Machine”

Description

Students apply their learning, both of language and content, by developing an individual project about a particular moment or event in the period of the history of Europe covered in the unit.

General aim

Self evaluation and evaluation of integrated linguistic and content achievement.

Procedure

· Step 1: Present the task to the group so that they understand what they have to do. Ask students to start drafting the trip plan and the postcard.

· Step 2: Print and distribute handout 2.9. to each student. (There are two options). Ask the students to go on drafting the other parts. Organise a system of checking information with classroom materials.  

· Step 3: Give one period to complete the handout using drafts, pictures, etc., in an “exam-like” situation. (All the work must be done in class. They may bring graphic materials from home).
Materials
	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.2.9. (a/b)


	
	
	


Language skills focused:  Writing

Timing: 3 periods
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