






Activity 2.1: “Europe 2004 & before...”





Description


Bearing in mind the map produced in the previous unit, students compare present time Europe with political maps of previous stages of the recent history of Europe. The starting point will be the situation of Europe around the European Union movement.


General aim


Students become aware that boundaries are not a fixed geographical fact but depend on very important historical factors. By comparing maps, they are asked to make hypothesis and statements about causes for map changes.


Procedure


Step 1: Present situation with special reference to EU: students classify countries in reference to EU. Students work in pairs on lists of member countries, applicant countries and non-EU countries.  (� HYPERLINK "Handout 2.1.a. Europe EU.doc" ��Handout 2.1.a�) (� HYPERLINK "L:\\BHINEBI UNITS\\Secondary 1\\UNIT 2\\Handout2_1a_key.doc" ��key�)


Step 2.a: Students distributed in three groups study the map of Europe at 3 different periods: 1700 A.D., 1800 A.D. and 1900 A.D. Each group focuses on one map and label the countries. (� HYPERLINK "Handout 2.1.b. Historic maps.doc" ��Handout 2.1.b�) (� HYPERLINK "L:\\BHINEBI UNITS\\Secondary 1\\UNIT 2\\Europe_in_1700__1800_and_1900.doc" ��extra handout-What countries did they belong to�?


Step 2.b: Students get in trios, each person from a different group in step 2.a. They exchange information and make statements about countries existing in each period. Students must check the real maps: the given web pages or printed versions. Check also the book “Timelines of World History”.


Step 3: Students share information. They make hypothesis about causes for map changes. Use brainstorming technique and represent the outcomes on a conceptual map of causes for changes of boundaries. 


Materials


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "Handout 2.1.a. Europe EU.doc" ��H. 2.1.a�


� HYPERLINK "Handout 2.1.b. Historic maps.doc" ��H. 2.1.b�


�
�
Encarta


Britannica�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.mrdowling.com/708europe.html" ��http://www.mrdowling.com/708europe.html��
�



Language skills focused


Interaction


Timing: 2 periods
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