



Activity 1.4: “Our Planet: The Earth”





Description: Learn about the basic features of our planet through handling an information dossier.


General aim: a) To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world. b) To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.


Procedure


Step 1: Remind learners of activity 1 about the inner parts of the planets and explain to them that in this act they are going to look in detail to the Earth.


Step 2: Hand the quiz � HYPERLINK "handout 1.4.a Eath facts Quiz.doc" ��(h 1.4.a�) out and let them read the questions and answer in pairs. Correct with the class and allow for comments and personal experiences if there are any.


Step 3: present eh dossier (� HYPERLINK "handout 1.4.b Our planet The Earth.doc" ��h.1.4.b�) and remind them that the mechanics of this activity are the same as the Dossier of the French Revolution in unit 2 in the 1st year. The dossier is only information source o be handled as a book. Print one copy for every 3 students.


Step 4: To familiarise themselves to the dossier you can propose short activities such as: asking the title/ finding headlines 6-pictures/predicting content…


Step 5: The tasks proposed in � HYPERLINK "handout 1.4.c You be the geologist.doc" ��h 1. 4.c� have a twofold purpose: go deeper in the knowledge of the earth and at the same time work on general cognitive skills such as autonomy, linking knowledge, building up a corpus of general culture and sharing and communicating knowledge.


The first task (glossary could be done by all learners but the rest should be assigned following mixed ability and learning styles criteria and at the end of the process allowing time for ss to present their tasks. 


Materials 


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "handout 1.4.a Eath facts Quiz.doc" ��H1.4.a�


� HYPERLINK "handout 1.4.b Our planet The Earth.doc" ��H 1.4.b�


� HYPERLINK "handout 1.4.c You be the geologist.doc" ��H 1.4.c��
Earth (DK)�



�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/tryit/tectonics/#" ��http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/tryit/tectonics/#�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/interactive/nature/9903/earth.layers/content2.html" ��http://www.cnn.com/interactive/nature/9903/earth.layers/content2.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://volcano.und.nodak.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/plate_tectonics/part1.html" ��http://volcano.und.nodak.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/plate_tectonics/part1.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://geology.er.usgs.gov/eastern/plates.html" ��http://geology.er.usgs.gov/eastern/plates.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.seismo.unr.edu/ftp/pub/louie/class/100/plate-tectonics.html" ��http://www.seismo.unr.edu/ftp/pub/louie/class/100/plate-tectonics.html��
�
Language skills focused				Timing 6/7 periods


Interaction


Reading, writing, speaking and listening
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