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Citizens of the world

UNIT  1
Taking care of the Earth 
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Introduction

About this unit

Taking care of the Earth is a unit of sequenced activities intended to last for one term. 

This unit consists of 9 separate activities, representing different stages and functions of the general learning process:

· Finding out previous knowledge about the topic

· Fostering learner motivation

· Exposing learners to new knowledge

· Researching information

· Integrating learning

Every activity comprises a series of tasks or sub-activities.  These tasks and sub-tasks are not equal in depth and length and are designed to deal with the proposed subject content and language skills. 
These nine activities are linked in a progressive sequence towards the completion of a final product, which is shared by the whole group, cooperatively accomplished and rich enough to incorporate the work and learning developed through a given period of time.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English.

· To foster curiosity and will to find out and learn about the Earth:

· Geology

· Biomes

· Biodiversity

· Ecological issues

· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning for their own lives.

Final Products

· Collective final product:

Celebrating “The Day of the Earth “ at their school. An exhibition where all the tasks that have been carried out during the unit are going to be exhibited for 1st year students to visit.

· Individual final product:

Writing the Decalogue of the Environmentally Conscious Person, applying everything they have learnt during the sequence and relating it to their own lives.

Objectives

1. To become aware of the precarious balance that sustains life on Earth

2. To learn the basic features of the Geology of the Earth and its biodiversity.

3. To be able to get information from English sources, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

4. To be able to interpret and organize graphs, maps and specific information about the topic and to develop ability to represent given data by means of graphs, maps, fact files, etc. using the required language.

5. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

6. To be able to present orally the outcomes of the final products assigned.

7. To be able to develop critical judgement about different and important issues affecting our lives

Map of UNIT 1

This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: 

· Engagement to topic. (Previous knowledge; cognitive challenge;)

· Exposure to new content. (Language & Content)

· Research: getting and organising information.

· Integration of learning: outcomes, assessment, application in new contexts, etc.

	1.1

“Looking at inner structures”

· Engagement/Previous knowledge
	1.2

“Find out more”

· Exposure: New learning 
	1.3

“The day after tomorrow”

· Exposure 

	1.4

“Our planet: The Earth”

· Research: getting information
	1.5

“World Biomes”

· Research: getting and handling information
	1.6

“Mind mapping a biome”

· Research: getting and handling information

	1.7

“ SOS: Save Our (lonely) Souls”

· Research: getting and handling information
	1.8

“Global warming, Global responsibility

· Integration of learning: using it in new situations.
	1.9

 “Taking care of the Earth Decalogue”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


Description of the activities

Each of the following 9 activities is described in one page, following a basic frame, which includes a brief account of the contents and the procedure. When we use the following abbreviation  S2 U1 we mean Secondary 2nd year unit 1. Activities have been numbered 1.1, 1.2, … 1.9, in reference to the number of the unit (1) and to the order of the activity within the proposed sequence:

Title

Description: A very brief account of the activity

Aim: In terms of general learning, integrating linguistic contents and Geology and Earth Sciences content as well as attitudinal development.

Procedure: A series of suggested steps and tasks to carry out the activity

Materials: The basic materials needed to carry out the activity as well as some references to optional materials relevant to the topics and tasks proposed in the activity.

Linguistic skills: the skill or skills mostly targeted in the activity.

Approximate timing of the activity considering the current timetable of English (3 sessions per week).

Handouts

Handouts are materials for the students. They are crucial to carry out the activity although they can be replaced by similar materials. Thy are provided in easy printable and photocopiable format. 

The handouts are titled and numbered according to the activity they belong to, so that they are easy to identify and find. When two or more handouts are necessary to one activity, they are numbered  a, b, c, etc. For example: Handout 1.1 .a In & Out 
List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 1

Handout 1.1. a: In & Out

Handout 1.1.b: Text for Listening

Handout 1.2.a: Find out more

Handout 1.2.b: Dossier

Handout 1.2.c: While you listen

Handout 1.3: The Day After Tomorrow

Handout 1.4.a: Earth Facts Quiz

Handout 1.4 b: Our Planet: The Earth

Handout 1.4.c: You be the Geologist

Handout 1.5: World Biomes

Handout 1.6: Mind mapping a Biome

Handout 1.7a: SOS: Save Our (lonely) Souls

Handout 1.7.b: Dossier

Handout 1.8.a: Global warming

Handout 1.8.b: Global Responsibility

Handout 1.9 a: Earthly Poetry

Handout 1.9 b: You can make a difference!
Appendices

Appendices are directed to teachers. They provide complementary explanations regarding general procedure or some methodological aspects. Sometimes they can also contain extra materials and organizational tips. They are presented alongside the sequence in relation to concrete activities, but they will be referred to in other similar activities in the rest of the units. Consequently, they are numbered with no specific reference to any unit or activity, for example: Appendix 1, 2 etc.

List of Appendices in Unit 1

Appendix 1: Power Point sample

Appendix 2: Maps

Appendix 3: The Day of The Earth at my school

Appendix 4: How to use poems in the classroom
Activity 1.1: “Looking at inner structures”

Description

Listen to planets’ description and labelling given pictures.

General aim

Elicit previous knowledge, engage on cognitive topic and promote motivation to learn more (both content and language)

Procedure

· Step 1: Give handouts In and Out (H.1.a) with the pictures of the inner view of the planets to be labelled. Teacher will have the listening text in  (H.1.b).

· Step 2: Point out that the listening text will refer to number of layers, colour, composition and size. Introduce new vocabulary: 

Layer, (external) layer, (inner) core

(To make a reference to “layers” you might remind the Ss that in Shrek 1 (the movie) he tells Donkey that ogres are made of layers, like an onion)
· Step 3: Proceed to carry on the listening activity as usual.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1. a:  In and out

H 1. b: Listening text
	
	
	www.solarviews.com
www.nineplanets.com


Language skills focused

Interaction

Listening

Timing: 1 period

Activity 1.2: “Find out more”

Description

Find information about Solar System’s planets and present it to peers.

General aim

Elicit previous knowledge, engage on cognitive topic and promote motivation to learn more (both content and language)

Procedure

· Step 1: Gather Ss in eight groups, so each group is in charge of one planet.

· Step 2: Hand out Find out more (H.1.2.a) with the instructions to find information and present it to peers.

OPORTUNITIES FOR ICT: If you have computers available, students could present their findings using a Power Point Presentation. A sample can be found in the materials. (Appendix 1: PP sample)

· Step 3: Give Ss Planets’ Dossier’s corresponding handout.

· Step 4: Follow up information found and presentation’s progress.

· Step 5: Hand out "While you listen" so in pairs Ss complete a whole dossier about all the planets.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1. 2.a: Find out more

H.1.2.b: Planets’ Dossier

H.1.2.c While you listen

Appendix 1: PP sample
	
	
	www.solarviews.com
www.nineplanets.com


Language skills focused

Interaction

Reading, writing, speaking and listening

Timing 2 – 3 periods 

Activity 1.3: “The Day after Tomorrow”

Description

Students watch R. Emmerich’s film “The Day after Tomorrow” and carry out some tasks in order to understand it and learn new language and concepts related to the unit.

General aim
To foster curiosity and will to find out and learn about the Earth

To expose learners to English language input,

Procedure

· Step 1: Pre watching activities: In groups, students match new words related to the topic with their definitions. It’s a “stand up and walk activity”. Divide the class in groups of 8 ss and in their groups they have to find who has the answer to their question and the questions to their answer.

· Step 2: Then, they make predictions about what the film is going to be about. (Handout 1.3)

· Step 2: While watching: Students write some new vocabulary according to the order it appears in the film and then, match some phenomena with the places they occur. (Handout 1.3)

· Step 3: After watching: Students are given a text with the summary of the plot of the film to fill in the gaps. Then, they write a review of the film using three tables with reasons why and why not climatic change could happen. 
Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	Handout 1.3


	
	DVD

« The Day After Tomorrow »
	www.bbc.co.uk/films
www.cnn.com
www.news.nationalgeographic.com
www.msnbc.msn.com



Language skills focused

Timing  4/5 periods

Listening, reading, writing, speaking
Activity 1.4: “Our Planet: The Earth”

Description

Learn about the basic features of our planet through handling an information dossier.

General aim
To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

Procedure
· Step 1: Remind learners of activity 1 about the inner parts of the planets and explain to them that in this act they are going to look in detail to the Earth.

· Step 2: Hand the quiz (h 1.4.a) out and let them read the questions and answer in pairs. Correct with the class and allow for comments and personal experiences if there are any.

· Step 3: present eh dossier (h.1.4.b) and remind them that the mechanics of this activity are the same as the Dossier of the French Revolution in unit 2 in the 1st year. The dossier is only information source o be handled as a book. Print one copy for every 3 students.

· Step 4: To familiarise themselves to the dossier you can propose short activities such as: asking the title/ finding headlines 6-pictures/predicting content…

· Step 5: The tasks proposed in h 1. 4.c have a twofold purpose: go deeper in the knowledge of the earth and at the same time work on general cognitive skills such as autonomy, linking knowledge, building up a corpus of general culture and sharing and communicating knowledge.

The first task (glossary could be done by all learners but the rest should be assigned following mixed ability and learning styles criteria and at the end of the process allowing time for ss to present their tasks. 

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H1.4.a

H 1.4.b

H 1.4.c
	Earth (DK)
	
	http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/tryit/tectonics/#
http://www.cnn.com/interactive/nature/9903/earth.layers/content2.html
http://volcano.und.nodak.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/plate_tectonics/part1.html
http://geology.er.usgs.gov/eastern/plates.html
http://www.seismo.unr.edu/ftp/pub/louie/class/100/plate-tectonics.html



Language skills focused



Timing 6/7 periods
Interaction

Reading, writing, speaking and listening

Activity 1.5: “World Biomes”

Description

Students match the different biomes on Earth with their location to later work in the concept of biome and its main features.

General aim

To learn the basic features of the Earth’s biodiversity.

To be able to get information from English sources, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

Procedure

Step 1: Distribute h1.5 a and let ss to have a close look at it. The map represents the different biomes on earth. Students have to identify the biomes´ location and paint the corresponding box.

Step 2: Hand out the next work sheet and let them read the words in the bag. Let them link these words and concepts wit Spanish and Basque equivalents, but don’t explain words at this stage of the activity.

Step 3: In pairs let them match each word with its correspondent definition. After checking (could be done by the teacher with a monolingual dictionary in English reading definitions aloud) they enter new words in the glossary part of their notebooks.

Step 3: (h 1.5 b) Organize the dictation activities to further work on the definitions and concepts.
Step 4: Divide ss in pairs (A and B) and let them do the gap filling last part of the activity.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1.5.a

H 1.5.b
	English Monolingual dictionary
	
	


Language skills focused

Matching concepts and definitions

Vocabulary acquisition

Defining words and concepts

Timing 2 – 3 periods 

Activity 1.6: “Mind mapping a biome”

Description

Students complete the mind map of a biome in order to organize and structure further researching tasks.

General aim

To be able to interpret and organize graphs, maps and specific information about the topic and to develop ability to represent given data by means of graphs, maps, fact files, etc. using the required language.

To be able to present orally the outcomes of the final products assigned

Procedure

Step 1: Elicit definition of biome from your students. And tell them, to complete the mind map in h 1. 6 with all the features and factors that take part in a biome.

Step 2: Hand out the checklist and go through it with the learners to make sure they understand the steps and establish dates for task completion.

Step 3: Once they have finished the task work on the blackboard with the instructions to make a good presentation.

Step 4: Students fill in the last handout while listening to their peers’ presentations.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1.6
	Biome Atlases

Earth (DK)
	Encarta CD


	http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/continents/
http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/planet.htm


Language skills focused

Summarising

Transferring information from one type of text to another

Oral language

Timing5-6 periods 

Activity 1.7: “ SOS: Save Our (lonely) Souls”

Description

Finding out information about an endangered species and produce a writing text, individually or in pairs, in the format of letter or diary.

General aim

Reflect on acquired knowledge about biomes and environmental issues. Assess students’ progress.

Procedure

· Step 1: Give handouts SOS Save our (lonely) Souls (H.1.7a) with the description of the task to be fulfilled by students. Remember that the activity is designed to be carried out individually or in pairs.

· Step 2: Present the list of endangered species for the Ss to choose one. It might be useful to hand out the list so they have time to discuss and decide.
· Step 3: Work orally on the species chosen, eliciting the reasons for their choice.

· Step 4: Hand out the information included in the Endangered Species (H.1.7b) dossier.

· Step 5: Collect the first draft of their works.

· Step 6: Help students with their final product.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H  1.7a:  SOS

H 1.7b: Endangerspecies
	Global warming – Science at the edge

Biomes Atlases
	
	www.abcteach.com/directory/theme_units/animals/endangered_species/

www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals/conservation/

www.ramsey.k12.nj.us/smith/brecher/biomes-endangered_species%20resources.htm

www.greenfacts.org/studies/climate_change/l_3/climate_change_9.htm#3

www.defenders.org/wildlife/globalwarming/wildlife.html

www.spx.nsw.edu.au/src/Links/endanganim.html

www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/end_species/index_es.html

www.phschool.com/science/planetdiary/

www.unep-wcmc.org/climate/impacts.htm


Language skills focused

Interaction

Reading, writing


Timing: 3 – 4 period

Activity 1.8: “Global warming, global responsibility”

Description

To understand the processes involved in climatic change and other environmental issues and to understand its effect in our lives.

General aim

To become aware of the precarious balance that sustains life on Earth.
To be able to present orally the outcomes of the final products assigned.

To be able to develop critical judgement about different and important issues affecting our lives
Procedure

Step 1: Distribute H 1. 8. a page 1 and begin by reading the first text in bold. Let them give opinions and make comments. Proceed with the task of colouring the pie chart that represents atmosphere composition. Let them try to do it without looking at the dossier (h. 1. 4. b) if necessary they can look at it.

Step 2: Ask a volunteer student to read the text in bold and put an emphasis in the underlined concepts. In pairs let them complete the diagram about factors contributing to the greenhouse effect.

Step 3: Distribute page 3 and explain the they are going to listen to the process involved in the greenhouse effect and that they have to number the processes as they hear them. (play the listening several times).

Step 4: once they have identified the processes checked and distribute the last page where they have a work guide to make their own process description of the greenhouse effect.

Step 5: H 1. 8 b. the concept in this part of the activity is that of responsibility in the changes we are bringing on our planet and what can we do about it. Let them complete the graph in the first page and comment about it.

Step 6: Page 3 and 4 introduce them tot eh Kyoto protocol; we suggest you to guide the activity and do it together with hem allowing comments and personal additions to the activity.

Step 7: The last sheets in the handout focus in their everyday life trying to make them aware of our own responsibility and make them think about the changes they can introduce in their everyday lives to minimise the effect of our own lifestyles in the environment.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H 1. 8 a

H 1. 8. b
	Global Warming (Heinemann)
	Encarta CD


	http://www.climateark.org/
http://www.coolkidsforacoolclimate.com/



Language skills focused
Understanding, describing and explaining  a process

Timing: 5-6 periods 

Activity 1.9:“Taking care of the Earth Decalogue”

Description
Writing a Decalogue to compromise themselves on what actions students will undertake to take care of the Earth.

General aim
To apply learning acquired during the previous process.

Procedure
· Step 1: T reads aloud the poem and/or plays the audio. Then, students read the poem, first silently, then aloud and write down their feelings towards it.

· Step 2 : T shows students different poem formats (S1 U1 App 3). Students choose one to write a poem expressing what they wish to happen to the Earth (H 1.9 a).

· Step 3 : Teacher reminds learners about the ways of using energy in an intelligent way they saw in act 8 and write a “Taking care of the Earth Decalogue” , a compromise on actions they’ll take in their everyday lives (H 1.9 b).

· Step 4: After having written their Decalogue, they get the Defender of the Earth  certificate.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.19a:Poem

H 19b:Decalogue

App3: How to use poems.

	
	
	http://www.tooter4kids.com/Classroom/earth_day_poems.htm 

http://www.kidsforsavingearth.org/index.html 




Language skills focused

Interaction. Oral Production. Written Production

Timing  2 periods

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ICT: The dossier includes information downloaded from in the Internet about endangered species. If your groups are into computers, you might let them work in the web to find information. Presentations of written work, finding pictures or support for their work can also be done with computers.











Eusko Jaurlaritza. Hezkuntza Saila. Ingelesa Edukinen Bitartez. DBHko 2. maila
Eusko Jaurlaritza. Hezkuntza Saila. Ingelesa Edukinen Bitartez. Derrigorrezko Bigarren Hezkuntza
13

