BHINEBI. DBH 2 Citizens of the world                       UNIT 2 Appendix 4

Organising a Debate


Debates are a very good oral practice. They allow students to put into practice different communicative strategies.


However, a debate if students get involved in the activity and are concerned about the issue, can become chaotic as they might be more interested in defending their points of view than in practicing their English. That is, passion might blind them.

Here are some tips that may help teachers organising a debate.

· Name a presenter (moderator) and an observer. The roles of these two people are similar but different. The presenter assigns turns and controls the timing. The observer jots down some interesting points or facts presented and controls also a balance in the intervention. These notes are passed to the presenter at the end of the debate to build a summary. If the session cannot be recorded, a couple of students might be assigned the role of “linguistic referees” to be in charge of noting down mistakes and/or good expressions, structures, vocabulary or pronunciation.

· Negotiate with your students the timing: 2 or 3 minutes per person could be enough.

· State turns for the intervention at the beginning but then allow further interventions by allusions

· Encourage students to pay attention to their personal appearance, the way they sit and move, how they address their peers, etc.

· Encourage the students to also pay attention to the type of language they use, avoiding rude words, derogatory expressions (that’s nonsense, don’t be silly, that’s a lie, shut up, etc)

· Encourage students to control the tone and volume of their voices. Shouting does not mean you are right .
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