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Appendix 5


OUR BOOK FAIR

The aim of organizing a book fair at school is to arouse students’ interest in reading and writing in the most effective way, which is by having some students showing the literary products they  have been working on throughout the unit to the rest of the students.

LOCATION OF THE FAIR

You will need plenty of space in order to display all the literary products at the different stands  plus enough space for the performances. The entrance hall of most schools is a suitable place .

ORGANIZATIONAL TIPS

There are lots of possible variations on the way the fair should be organized depending on the specific characteristics of the school but the following hints may be helpful:

  • Take into account the  number of students and different levels at your school and try to organize the fair in such a way that the number of students visiting the fair each day is fairly balanced. It would be advisable to have 1stand 2nd year students visiting the fair  on different days from 3rd and 4th year students.

• The students who have been preparing their literary products   throughout this unit should spend some time on designing some eye-catching posters containing the programme for each of the days the fair will be taking place. The programme for each day should contain:

1. The writer or writers’ presentation of the work. The students will be interested in listening to other students telling them about the process of writing . The writers should begin by saying what kind of text they have written (poem, short story or small drama) and the reason for choosing it. Then, they should proceed to explain how they organized the work and how long it took them to write the complete text. Last but not least, the speakers should insist on the enjoyable aspects of the work.

2. The students who have been working on poems will read their poems aloud and those who have written a small piece of 

drama will perform it. (Be careful to prepare this in advance in the classroom making students speak slowly and clearly and paying attention to verbal and non-verbal language)

If you choose some music for the background, be sure that it is not too loud so that students’ voices are clearly heard.

3.  A student would now speak on behalf of the group who has been working on the unit and address the audience to thank them for visiting the fair and encourage them to ask questions . 

4. Then, after questions have been answered, another student will    tell the audience that the  poems, short stories and pieces of drama can be seen and bought at the stands which have been previously prepared. ( You can even “sell” the literary products for a low price – 0.50 cents – and organize a British breakfast in the English classroom so that students are rewarded for their work ).
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