Discovering my talents

UNIT  1
Become a writer
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Introduction

About this unit

Become a writer is a unit of sequenced activities intended to last for one term. 

This unit consists of 9 separate activities, representing different stages and functions of the general learning process:

· Finding out previous knowledge about the topic

· Fostering learner motivation

· Exposing learners to new knowledge

· Researching information

· Integrating learning

Every activity comprises a series of tasks or sub-activities.  These tasks and sub-tasks are not equal in depth and length and are designed to deal with the proposed subject content and language skills. 

These activities are linked in a progressive sequence towards the completion of a final product, which is shared by the whole group, cooperatively accomplished and rich enough to incorporate the work and learning developed through a given period of time.

The last activity is always an individual assessment proposal where learners have to show the progress made in both subject and language content.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English.

· To understand that Literature is a  source of enjoyment and cultural insight.

· To reflect on the features of the main literary genres:

· Narrative

· Poetry

· Drama

· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning for their own lives.

Final Products

Collective final product: The Nobel Prize of Literature
· Reading all the literary works of the class

· Work on assessment criteria

· Awarding the Nobel Prize for each of the genres
Students in groups are going to read the literary works produced in the classroom.

Assess and mark the productions following a previously  agreed on criteria to finally award a  Nobel Prize  diploma per genre and  designed by themselves 

· Individual final product: Getting my book published

Preparing their own literary piece of work to be published.

Objectives

1. To understand that Literature is a  source of enjoyment and cultural insight.

2. To reflect upon and work on the features of the main literary genres making connections between literature and other art forms such as painting and music.

3. To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  narrative texts, little poems and drama pieces,  conforming the conventions of each of the mentioned genres and using the type of language required.

4. To be able to get information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

5. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

6. To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

7. To be able to develop critical judgment about my own and others performance.

Map of UNIT 3
This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: 

· Engagement to topic. (Previous knowledge; cognitive challenge;)

· Exposure to new content. (Language & Content)

· Research: getting and organizing information.

· Integration of learning: outcomes, assessment, application in new contexts, etc.

	1.1

“Of writers and their sayings”
· Engagement on the topic
	1.2

“Those Wild(e) Writers“
· Exposure to new content
	1.3

“Finding Forrester”
· Exposure to new content

	1.4

“What a story!”

· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.


	1.5

“If I were a Poet
“
· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.
	1.6

“To plot or not to plot”

· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.

	1.7

“The importance of being Earnest”
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations
	1.8

“The Nobel Prize of Literature”
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations
	1.9

 “Getting my book published”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


Description of the activities

Each of the following 9 activities is described in one page, following a basic frame, which includes a brief account of the contents and the procedure. When we use the following abbreviation S2 U3 we mean Secondary 2nd year unit 3. Activities have been numbered 3.1, 3.2, … 3.9, in reference to the number of the unit (3) and to the order of the activity within the proposed sequence:

Title

Description: A very brief account of the activity

Aim: In terms of general learning, integrating linguistic contents and Geology and Earth Sciences content as well as attitudinal development.

Procedure: A series of suggested steps and tasks to carry out the activity

Materials: The basic materials needed to carry out the activity as well as some references to optional materials relevant to the topics and tasks proposed in the activity.

Linguistic skills: the skill or skills mostly targeted in the activity.

Approximate timing of the activity considering the current timetable of English (3 sessions per week).

Handouts
Handouts are materials for the students. They are crucial to carry out the activity although they can be replaced by similar materials. They are provided in easy printable and photocopiable format. 

The handouts are linked to the activity they belong to, so that they are easy to identify and find. When two or more handouts are necessary to one activity, they are numbered a, b, c, etc. For example: Handout 2.1 Survey
List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 1

h.1.1.a 
Of writers and their sayings

h.1.1.b 
Of writers and their sayings

h.1.2 

Those wild(e) writers

h.1.3

Finding Forrester

h.1.4.a

What a story!

h.1.4.b
Mixed up stories

h.1.4.c

Can you read a story?

h.1.4.d
Writing tips

h.1.5.a

Poetry and art forms

h.1.5.b
Working with poems

h.1.5.c

Writing poems

h.1.6 

To plot or not to plot

h.1.7

The importance of being earnest

h.1.8

The Nobel Prize of Literature

h.1.9

Publishing my book

Appendices

Appendices are directed to teachers. They provide complementary explanations regarding general procedure or some methodological aspects. Sometimes they can also contain extra materials and organizational tips. They are presented alongside the sequence in relation to concrete activities, but they will be referred to in other similar activities in the rest of the units. Consequently, they are numbered with no specific reference to any unit or activity, for example: Appendix 1, 2 etc.

List of Appendices in Unit 3

Appendix 1:   The Muses

Appendix 2:   Reading proposal

Appendix 3: Literature for enjoyment

Appendix 4: Notes for the teacher

Appendix 5: Our Book Fair

Activity 1.1: “Of writers and their sayings”

Description

Ss  listen to quotes from different writers and fill the gaps. Afterwards they gather information about the authors of the quotes through an information gap activity.

General aim

To understand that Literature is a source of enjoyment and cultural insight.

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss listen to the different quotes and fill the gaps in handout (H. 1.1a). Proceed as usual: first just listen without completing, listen a second time and complete and then for a third or  fourth time if necessary to check answers. Notice that the author of the quote does not appear.

· Step 2: Divide the students in two groups. Group A will have strips with the picture and name of the writer and some information and group B will have strips with more information but without the picture or the name (Handout 1.1b). Students have to meet in pairs and match the information they have with the corresponding quote.

· Step 3: Once all the information has been found, students report to peers the names of the person who said the corresponding quote. The rest of the students will jot down the names by the quotes in H.1.1a. Notice that Ss will have to spell and pronounce carefully the names to their peers.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.1a

H.1.1b
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Listening

Speaking

Timing: 1 period
Activity 1.2: “Those Wild(e) writers”

Description

Ss research on the work of the writers mentioned in activity 1

General aim

To understand that Literature is a source of enjoyment and cultural insight.

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss in pairs research about the author they got in Activity 1.1, following the aspects detailed in handout 1.2.

· Step 2: Students present their findings to peers and in a written format for the “Book Fair”.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H1.2
	· The oxford children’s book of famous people

· Timelines of World History. DK

· The Modern World Oxford History.

· 20th Century World. Oxford.
	Encarta Encyclopaedia

Encclopaedia Brittanica
	www.brainyquotes.com
www.brainyencyclopedia.com   


Language skills focused

Writing

Listening
Timing: 3 periods
Activity 1.3: “Finding Forrester”

Description

Ss watch the film by Gus van Sant “Finding Forrester” and complete some activities.

General aim

To be able to get information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

Procedure

· Step 1: Set the students in pairs to complete the handout. In the “Before watching the film” section students will find a few questions to be answered in a brain-storming activity in big group. 

· Step 2: In the “While watching the film section students will find very concrete issues related to the film, which usually will demand short answers. Teacher decides, depending on the group whether to use the freeze-frame tool.

· Step 3: Once the film is over, students meet another partner to check their answers or complete the missing information

· Step 4: The “After watching the film” section can be carried out again in pairs at school or be set as homework. I f so, the production can easily be used for individual assessment

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.7
	
	Film: “Finding Forrester”
	


Language skills focused

Listening

Writing

Timing: 2 periods
Activity 1.4: “What a story!”

Description

Ss learn about the basic features of stories, genres and what to consider when writing a story.

General aim

To read stories and learn the basic features they are made of.

To reflect upon what is necessary to write a story.

To write a story taking into consideration all the different aspects learnt in the activity.

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss are given 5 different extract from 5 different stories. They have to classify them according to genre and match them with 5 musical excerpts.

· Step 2: With the help of the extracts, they analyze the features of a story and make a story planner.

· Step 3:Ss are given 2 scrambled stories. They have to write them correctly; decide what kind of stories they are; give them a title and begin or finish the stories.

· Step 4: Reflection on language. Ss are given a short story without punctuation marks. They have to insert the correct marks and arrange the story in the story planner. They also reflect on what each part of the speech is used for.

· Step 5: Each S writes his/her own story using the story planner. When the story is ready, they go through the checklist and check all the aspects in the list.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.4a story extracts.

H.1.4b Story planner

H.1.4c Unscrambled stories.

H.1.4d Punctuation

H1.4e Checklist

App4. Notes for the teacher
	
	
	http://www.edufind.com/english/punctuation/index.cfm 

http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/contents2.htm 




Language skills focused

Interaction. Written Production.

Timing: 6 periods
Activity 1.5: 

Description

Analyzing the links between Literature and other art forms to later work on the main features of poetry as a genre and write small poems themselves.

General aim

To understand the basics of poetic language and expression, analysing models to produce a piece of poetry.
Procedure

· Step 1: Distribute h.1.5.a and elicit different moods onto the board: joy, happiness, serenity, exhilaration, triumph, peacefulness, calm, nostalgia, regret, self-possession, pain, sorrow, grief, sadness, fear, alarm, anxiety, terror…Ss write them down on the handout, and think of more.

· Step 2: Play the following extracts (or other you know and have and like): 
Johan Sebastian Bach : Brandenburg Concert nº6, first movement(joy, happiness)

     Pachebel: Canon in D (calm, serenity)

     Mozart: Requiem (pain. distress, sorrow, grief)

     Beethoven: Für Elise (regret, nostalgia)

     Verdi: Un ballo in Maschera (fear, apprehension, terror)

     Tell ss to link moods with the different extracts.

· Step 3: Learners link Literature to other Art forms apart from  Music                  and think on the moods and feelings a painting conveys to them nad then they see and talk about the painting (Gernika, Picasso 1937).
· Step 4: Finally students choose one silly poem from Spike Milligan’s Book and make a nice drawing or painting about it.

· Step 5: Now we will work on stress patthers and rhymes(h.1.5.b). The handout is self explanatory, ss read it and proceed until the last point where you play the poems in a CD to the whole class for checking.

· Step 6: After this they are going to be introduced to the concept of poetic license(they should be familiar with it, DBH2, Lengua Castellana).Read  from the handout and explain the concept and using any poem from the Literature for Enjoyment appendix or from the books in the List of Materials they fill in the table. They have  three pages with metaphors they can use in the next step of the activity to write their own poem.
· Step 7: Now they are going to try to write their own poem. (h.1.5.c)There are 2 versions of the activity, with the same objective but different procedure. Option A for stronger ss and option B for weaker ones. It’s up to you as a teacher to set up this activity as you consider more convenient: choosing yourself, letting them choose…

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.5.a

h.1.5.b

h.1.5.c

Appendix 3


	Spike Milliganis Nursery rhymes


	CD player
	


Language skills focused

Listening, writing, speaking, reading, reflection on language

Timing:5/6 sessions
Activity 1.6: “ To plot or not to plot”

Description

After having read some small pieces of drama in the Reading Proposal, students become aware of the fact that  the main elements which make up a drama are characters, relationships and conflicts. From this starting point, they create their own piece of drama and act it out.

General aim

To enable students to write  and perform a piece of drama.

Procedure

· Step 1: Ss listen to the different extracts of music and identify each extract with a type of drama. Then, they choose the type of drama they prefer and they work in a group with the students who have chosen the same type of drama. (In the appendix “Notes for the teacher”, you will find several  possibilities of carrying out this first step)  

· Step 2: Each group prepares the basis for their piece of drama following the steps in Handout 1.6: first, they create the characters, relationships and conflict which will make up their drama. Then, they add some more elements which are needed to develop the plot: mainly place and time. After having all these basic elements, students proceed to develop characters in depth. Once the characters have been carefully planned, roles are assigned. 

· Step 3:Students write the first episode of their piece of drama and show it to the teacher for correction. They follow the same procedure with episodes two and three.

· Step 4: Students prepare their roles for the rehearsal using the templates provided in Handout 1.6. Finally, each student studies his/her script slowly and gets ready to perform  in front of the class. 

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.6.


	
	
	


Language skills focused

Listening

Speaking

Writing

Timing: 5  periods

Activity 1.7: “The importance of being Earnest”

Description

Ss read their mates’ productions: stories, poems or drama pieces and check if these productions fulfill all the main features of each genre, using the corresponding checklists used within the process of the previous activities (4,5 and 6).

Once they have done so, they’ ll set a mark for each one.

General aim

To use the knowledge previously acquired to work on assessment criteria and give their marks.

To  enjoy their peers´ literary productions

Procedure

· Step 1: Each Ss will read the productions carry out by their mates, at least one per genre.

· Step 2: They will complete the chart in handout 1.7a.

    It´s advisable to build up a checklist altogether with the Ss, similar to  

    the one provided in the appendix 4  in order to help them giving a 

    more accurate mark.

   All the doubts, problems to get decisions could be consulted with the 

   teacher or partners.

· Step 3: All the marks will be add to select the favorite ones.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.7a

Appendix 4
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Reading

Speaking

Writing

Timing: 2 or 3 sessions
Activity 1.8: The Nobel Prize for Literature

Description:

Students after having read, assessed and marked  the literary works produced in the classroom, design the prizes and award them themselves.

General aim:

To reflect upon and work on the features of the main literary genres making connections between literature and other art forms such as painting and music.

To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

Procedure

· Step 1: h.1.8. Ss read the information handout about the Nobel Diplomas and check anything they don’t understand.

· Step 2: go about the checklist to design the diplomas with them, making sure they understand the procedure and set dates to complete the task.

· Step 3: organize the Diplomas Awarding Session with some solemnity.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.8

h.1.5.a,b,c


	
	
	http://nobelprize.org/nobel/diplomas



Language skills focused

Reading,speaking
Timing:

4 sessions

Activity 1.9: “Publishing my work”

Description

Ss  format their work and prepare a report describing it. They will later explain their work to the teacher and include it in their work for the Book Fair Exhibition.

General aim

To apply learning acquired during the previous process.

Procedure

· Step 1: Once Ss have finished their works, they have to format the manuscript to get it ready for publishing.  

· Step 2: They write a report describing their work to try to sell it to the publisher ( the teacher) and advertise it at the Book Fair Exhibition. They follow the publishing tips (H. 1.9)

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.1.9


	
	
	


Language skills focused

Interaction. Oral Production. Written Production.

Timing: 2 periods
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