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The Lord of the Rings, Around the world in 80 days, The cronicles of Narnia, Oliver Twist, Sense and Sensibility, Harry Potter and the half-blood prince, The treasure Island … What stories! And YOU are going to become the write of such good adventures.

But … Don’t hurry. Let’s begin step by step. We have to learn about different types of stories, characters, events and so many other features that make a story.

To start with, read quickly through these excerpts from four different stories and decide which one is a detective story, a fairy tale, a love story and a science fiction story.

	Story type
	Story number
	Extract number
	Title

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Story number 1

In the Country of the Gillikins, which is at the North of the Land of Oz, lived a youth called Tip. There was more to his name than that, for old Mombi often declared that his whole name was Tippetarius; but no one was expected to say such a long word when "Tip" would do just as well. 

This boy remembered nothing of his parents, for he had been brought when quite young to be reared by the old woman known as Mombi, whose reputation, I am sorry to say, was none of the best. For the Gillikin people had reason to suspect her of indulging in magical arts, and therefore hesitated to associate with her. 

Mombi was not exactly a Witch, because the Good Witch who ruled that part of the Land of Oz had forbidden any other Witch to exist in her dominions. So Tip's guardian, however much she might aspire to working magic, realized it was unlawful to be more than a Sorceress, or at most a Wizardess. 

Tip was made to carry wood from the forest, so that the old woman might boil her pot. He also worked in the corn-fields, hoeing and husking; and he fed the pigs and milked the four-horned cow that was Mombi's especial pride. 

But you must not suppose he worked all the time, for he felt that would be bad for him. When sent to the forest Tip often climbed trees for birds' eggs or amused himself chasing the fleet white rabbits or fishing in the brooks with bent pins. Then he would hastily gather his armful of wood and carry it home. And when he was supposed to be working in the corn-fields, and the tall stalks hid him from Mombi's view, Tip would often dig in the gopher holes, or if the mood seized him -- lie upon his back between the rows of corn and take a nap. So, by taking care not to exhaust his strength, he grew as strong and rugged as a boy may be. 

From: http://www.classicreader.com/read.php/sid./bookid.117/sec.1/

Story number 2

At approximately 7:15 a.m., Friday morning, Mrs. King, the seventh grade science teacher, thought something was fishy as she walked down the hall and noticed that her door was open. She walked into her classroom and immediately discovered that the small aquarium had been broken and her prized gold fish were gasping in the sink. Beside the broken aquarium were the shattered remains of the pink piggy bank that had been on the shelf above the aquarium. A can of blue paint was spilled on the floor. Footprints of a barefooted burglar led to an open window. Bits of a white powdery substance were found next to the broken, empty, piggy bank. The only other item found was a half-eaten large chunk of chocolate candy. 
From: http://www.cyberbee.com/whodunnit/crimescene.html 

Story number 3
Element 115 may be, according to our more distinguished Internet cranks, the key to understanding how the ultra-secret "Black World" builds spacecraft capable of manipulating spacetime and gravity. As a superheavy element, it generates its own gravity A field in addition to the gravity B field native to all matter. Even though the gravity A wave extends only infinitesimally beyond the perimeter of the atom, this is enough to give us access to it—and once the gravity A wave is accessed, it can be amplified just like any other electromagnetic wave. 

When amplified and focused on the desired destination, the gravity A wave will create the spacetime distortion required for practical interstellar travel. Distant spaces can be brought into close proximity and the space in between simply bypassed. 

Ununpentium, hypermassive and yet far stabler than the lighter superheavy elements, is the key to controlling these gravitational warp forces. Amplifying ununpentium's gravity A field makes it possible to overcome the sun's weaker but more pervasive gravity B field. An aircraft reactor fueled with ununpentium would be capable of anti-gravity propulsion. 

From: http://www.scifi.com/scifiction/periodictable.html 

Story number 4

Well like most authors I am one who did not believe in love at first sight until I experienced it myself...

It all started like this, I was with a few friends at McDonalds, after my lecture from school, we were chatting and laughing at some stupid stories that one of my friends told...
Just then, a group of girls came and took their seats, there was this girl, quite outstanding for that striking red top she was wearing and she had this sweet smile...
Then, while they were at the counter, ordering their food, I noticed something, they all had a disability, they could not talk... But, this was not considered a disability to me. I walked up to them, and ask for her number, well, she was surprised?
But, she eventually gave me her address and her name is Elaine, she does not have a phone at home and there was no possibility to talk to her...

From: http://library.lovingyou.com/stories/1/1374.shtml 
It’s been easy, hasn’t it? Now, you’ll listen to four musical extracts and will assign one to each story type. Afterwards, you’ll choose one of these titles for each story: 
· Caught by her smile.
· Uup, Uuup and awaaaaaaaay!
· The case of the barefoot burglar.

· The marvellous land of OZ.


Different story types have different story features: 

· characters, with different characteristics (appearance, age, behaviour, feelings …) 

· settings, where the story takes place 

· atmosphere, showing what one can feel, hear, see, smell, sense at the moment

· events, what happens in the story. They follow a given order:

· How does the story begin?
· What’s the complication or problem?

· How does the story develop?

· What’s the solution to the problem?

· What’s the end of the story?

Choose one of the stories and in groups, fill in this table with the features of your type of story. Bear in mind you don’t have the full story. Add as much information as your imagination and your experience as a reader supply to you.
	
	
	Story type: 
	
	

	Characters
	Characteristics
	Settings
	Atmosphere
	Events

	
	
	
	
	


Now read this fable and fill in the story planner. It will help you organize your work when you have to write a story, what ever type it is.
The Monkey and the Camel
	The beasts of the forest gave a splendid entertainment at which the Monkey stood up and danced. Having vastly delighted the assembly, he sat down amidst universal applause. The Camel, envious of the praises bestowed on the Monkey and desiring to divert to himself the favor of the guests, proposed to stand up in his turn and dance for their amusement. He moved about in so utterly ridiculous a manner that the Beasts, in a fit of indignation, set upon him with clubs and drove him out of the assembly.



  

	It is absurd to ape our betters.



From: http://www.ivyjoy.com/fables/monkeycamel.html 

	CHARACTERS
	CHARACTERISTICS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



STORY PLANNER





SETTINGS





STORY EVENTS





How will the story begin?





What’s the problem?





What’s the development?





What’s the resolution?





What’s the end of the story
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