BHINEBI. DBH 3 Discovering my talents                       Appendix  4



When we use the passive voice….


we say what happens to the subject


who or what causes the action is often unknown or unimportant

we use BY… to say who or what causes the action

the structure is: be (is/was, have/has been, had been, am/is/are

           being,..) + past participle (regular or irregular)

The Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao was built in 1997, by Frank O. Gehry. Frank O. Gehry was the architect, and he built the museum in 1997.

	TENSE
	ACTIVE
	PASSIVE
	EXAMPLES

	Present Simple
	Build(s)/Paint(s)…
	Am/is/are + built/painted/…
	The chair is painted in blue.

	Past Simple
	Built/Painted
	Was/were + built/painted/…
	The museum was built in 1997.

	Infinitive
	(To) build/paint
	(To) be + built/painted/… 
	Bakelite will be used in many industrial designs.

	Perfect infinitive
	(To) have + built/made/painted/…
	(To) have been +

built/made/painted/…
	The resources should have been exploited more  carefully.

	Present perfect
	Have/has +

 built/ painted/…
	Have/has been + 

built/ painted/…
	The concert has been cancelled.

	Past perfect
	Had + 

built/ painted/…
	Had been + 

built/ painted/…
	The vegetables had been cooked too long.

	Present continuous
	Am/is/are + 

(do/ build/paint)ing
	Am/is/are +

being built/made/ …
	The mask is being made of silvered copper. 

	Past Continuous
	(do/ build/paint)ing Was/were + 
	Was/were + 

being built/made/ …
	The Mosque lamp was being cleaned.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


