



Activity 3.5: “You be the Composer”


Description: Students carry out some activities on the elements that take part in the composition process and after they have learnt the basis for composing they write a piece of music and a brief essay on it.


General aim: To enable students to write a piece of music and to learn the basic language and vocabulary related to musical composition.


Procedure


( Step 1: students carry out the activities proposed in � HYPERLINK "h 3.5.a You be the composer.doc" ��h.3.5.a � so as to learn about the main elements that take part in the composition process. In order to complete the activity on dynamics and tempo, first they should try to guess the translation into English of the Italian terms and then they can go to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_terminology" ��htttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_terminology� and check their guesses.


( Step 2: students compose their piece of music following the tips in h.3.5.a.


( Step 3: students write a brief essay on their piece of music following the writing  plan in � HYPERLINK "h 3..5 c Reporting on my music.doc" ��h.3.5.c.� (“Reporting on my music”). They can choose between option A and option B. Option A is more suitable for students who have a greater knowledge of music because they  study it outside the school. Students show the essay to the teacher for correction and keep it until the guessing game (step 4) has finished.


( Step 4: students carry out the guessing game proposed in � HYPERLINK "h 3..5 b 20 questions on composing.doc" ��h.3.5.b� (“20 Questions”).


( Step 5: students read their essays aloud to the rest of the class.





Materials


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "h 3.5.a You be the composer.doc" ��H.3.5.a�


� HYPERLINK "h 3..5 b 20 questions on composing.doc" ��h.3.5.b�


� HYPERLINK "h 3..5 c Reporting on my music.doc" ��h.3.5.c�


�



�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_terminology" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_terminology��
�
Language skills focused: Reading, writing, listening and speaking


Timing: 3 / 4  periods
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