



Activity 3.6: “More than words”





Description: Ss find out about the origin of certain nursery rhymes, the stories that gave origin to some operas and/or musicals, some famous pop songs related to literary works and some social-concern-related songs.


General aim


To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.





Procedure


Step 1: Distribute the tasks following the tips on the � HYPERLINK "h 3.6.More than words.doc" ��handout� or any other way of grouping students you are familiar  but in order to carry out the tasks proposed in the activity we strongly recommend to group them according to ability.


Step 2: Students will research work in different fields of songs’ lyrics (mainly in Encarta) but they can also use the web sites or any other reference source available to them.


Step 3: Students present orally their finding to the rest of the class. This is a good speaking skills assessment opportunity. Ask for a degree of improvised language not so much memorizing the texts and delivering but more an improvisation on a previously dealt with text.





Materials 


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "h 3.6.More than words.doc" ��H.3.6�


�



�
Encarta Encyclopaedia


Británica


The Best Folk Album In The World... Ever! (Audio CD)


Greatest Hits (Audio CD) �by The Police�
 � HYPERLINK "http://www.allinfoaboutnurseryrhymes.com/index.php" ��http://www.allinfoaboutnurseryrhymes.com/index.php�


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_songs_that_retell_a_work_of_literature" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_songs_that_retell_a_work_of_literature�


�
�



Language skills focused


Reading / Writing/Speaking


Timing: 3 sessions











