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  Appendix 4

Notes for the teacher to prepare the musical performance
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Through this activity Ss are going to develop and demonstrate their ability to prepare and take part in large and small group performances or as individuals; the invaluable skills of learning by ear, reading simple notation, rehearsing  a part and working as an ensemble  are going to be essential.

What we are going to offer you in these notes is mainly a proposal, that you can follow or adapt.


Look at the performance area in advance to check what space is available. It could be the gym, any auditorium,… a big place outside the classroom. 


When enough rehearsal has been held.


There will be the group performance (music that have been composed in a ctivity 5 but not performed yet)and the individual performance (karaoke) and the jury assessing the work done in order to award the prizes.

The jury

Each music group will choose a member to take part in the jury.

The members of the jury, in turns, will be able to perform with his/her group when required.

The assessment criteria they are going to follow has been agreed by all the class in act.7 

The prizes could be any diploma or gift.

The same criteria could be used for the individual performance.

Group performance



The group performance might be carried out in one day. Some rehearsal sessions could be done with the teacher; one is suggested to be done at the beginning, after deciding each one’s part so that we check their difficulties; and a general one just before the performance itself,

After discussing with your class what makes a good performance as a class, they should come up with items similar to the ones in the checklist below; otherwise you may help them in their findings.

-Decide on who will sing (verses and chorus) and who will play (accompaniments, instrumental parts...), without or with reading support (on paper or to the screen).

-Know the melody and have a good understanding of the words and how they fit with the rhythm and the melody.

-Try to learn their parts thoroughly. 

-First learn the parts individually and then in group.

-Know when to come in.

-Think about phrasing (sing in an effective way to communicate something), breathing and intonation.

-To be aware of how the different parts fit together: voices, instruments, movements… 

-Know what to do if something goes wrong, how to overcome a problem, they should keep going, even if they make a mistake.

-Extras: any musical instrument, microphone, clothes, make-up, 

- List everything required for a good rehearsal: when they are going to rehearse their parts in group and when individually for home practise, listening to each other, learning the part accurately, not talking in between, thinking about what the audience would like to hear, listening when others are rehearsing, how to overcome problems… 

--Ensure that everybody in the class has the plan clear.

-Perform with an awareness of others, audience and own group.

-Remind them about the assessment criteria for the performance; it will be helpful to take it into account.

Individual performance



If you decide to put into practise this option one session could be enough, apart from a general rehearsal.

Some of the suggestions mentioned above will be also very useful for the individual performance. Some others have been added.

-Individual singers singing, playing and acting their song fluently: learn by heart, play from memory or by ear, without or with reading support (on paper or to the screen).

-To start to learn the song broke it down into manageable chunks, start with the words of the verse, spoke them in rhythm and then learn the melody by ear and by following notation

-Practise the clarity of the beginnings and endings of words, to start together after the music mark the beat clearly and place a foot stamp or click before the start

        

                    (NOTES FOR THE TEACHER)

We cannot attempt to give a single definition of good music since it is clear that this concept varies from culture to culture and it has not been the same throughout different times, either. Therefore, the following list only aims at helping you to consider that for our academic purposes students should focus on the following aspects:

( Tuning, quality of sound

( Voices and instruments enter at the right moment and in tune

( Rhythm, melody and harmony

( Music and lyrics go well together

( Singers and players manage to provoke different feelings and emotions in the listener 

( Original interpretation (in the case of karaoke)

( Ability to correct mistakes quickly, sense of improvisation (if lyrics are forgotten, for example)

( Meaningful lyrics which convey a message to the listener

( The performance is carried out without any important halt

(  Appropriate body language and  movement 
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