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Introduction

About this unit

Become a musician is a unit of sequenced activities intended to last for one term. 

This unit consists of 9 separate activities, representing different stages and functions of the general learning process:

· Finding out previous knowledge about the topic

· Fostering learner motivation

· Exposing learners to new knowledge

· Researching information

· Integrating learning

Every activity comprises a series of tasks or sub-activities.  These tasks and sub-tasks are not equal in depth and length and are designed to deal with the proposed subject content and language skills. 

These activities are linked in a progressive sequence towards the completion of a final product, which is shared by the whole group, cooperatively accomplished and rich enough to incorporate the work and learning developed through a given period of time.

The last activity is always an individual assessment proposal where learners have to show the progress made in both subject and language content.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English.

· To understand that Music is Art and as  such the product of human creativity and an expression of beauty.

· To reflect on issues with regard to Music:

· Different musical traditions in different cultures

· How to listen to music

· How to compose music 

· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning for their own lives.

Final Products

Collective final product: Schoolvision Festival
· Peforming the songs they have created

· Evaluating your own and others performance

Individual final product: Become a pop star
Students become pop stars and write their own CVs.

Objectives

1. To understand that Music is a way of expressing different cultures and part of Art  and as such also an expression of human creativity and genius.

2. To reflect upon and work on the features of Music and the process of composing. 

3. To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  process descriptions, lyrics for songs, reports, and biographies as well as to be able to use techniques specific to Music as a subject.

4. To be able to get information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

5. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

6. To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

7. To be able to develop critical judgment about my own and others performance.

Map of UNIT 3
This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: 

· Engagement to topic. (Previous knowledge; cognitive challenge;)

· Exposure to new content. (Language & Content)

· Research: getting and organizing information.

· Integration of learning: outcomes, assessment and application in new contexts.

	3.1

“World Music”
· Engagement on the Exposure to new content topic

· 
	3.2

“East Wind, West Wind”

· Exposure to new content
	3.3

Film: “ A Hard Day’s Night”

· Exposure to new content

	3.4

“I’m all ears”

· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.


	3.5

“You be the composer”

· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.
	3.6

“More than words”

· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.

	3.7

“Star Academy”

· Integration of learning: using it in new situations
	3.8

“Schoolvision Festival”
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations
	3.9

“Become a pop star”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


Description of the activities

Each of the following 9 activities is described in one page, following a basic frame, which includes a brief account of the contents and the procedure. When we use the following abbreviation S3 U3 we mean Secondary 3rd year unit 3. Activities have been numbered 3.1, 3.2, … 3.9, in reference to the number of the unit (3) and to the order of the activity within the proposed sequence:

Title

Description: A very brief account of the activity

Aim: In terms of general learning, integrating linguistic contents and Geology and Earth Sciences content as well as attitudinal development.

Procedure: A series of suggested steps and tasks to carry out the activity

Materials: The basic materials needed to carry out the activity as well as some references to optional materials relevant to the topics and tasks proposed in the activity.

Linguistic skills: the skill or skills mostly targeted in the activity.

Approximate timing of the activity considering the current timetable of English (3 sessions per week).

Handouts
Handouts are materials for the students. They are crucial to carry out the activity although they can be replaced by similar materials. They are provided in easy printable and photocopiable format. 

The handouts are linked to the activity they belong to, so that they are easy to identify and find. When two or more handouts are necessary to one activity, they are numbered a, b, c, etc. For example: Handout 3.1
List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 3

h.3.1.a

World Music

h.3.1.b
Describing how a piano works

h.3.2

East Wind: West Wind

h.3.3

A Hard Day’s Night

h.3.4.a
Prick up your ears

h.3.4.b
Dedicate your song

h.3.5.

You be the composer

h.3.5b

20 questions on composing

h.3..c

Reporting on my music

h.3.6

More than words

h.37.a

Star Academy

h.3.7.b 
Assessing criteria

h.3.7.c
Star Academy Jury

h.3.7.d
Notes for the teacher

h.3.8

Schoolvision Karaoke

h.3.8.b
Rehearsal Tips

h.3.9.a
Could you be you a pop star?

h.3.9.b
Design your CD cover

Appendices

Appendices are directed to teachers. They provide complementary explanations regarding general procedure or some methodological aspects. Sometimes they can also contain extra materials and organizational tips. They are presented alongside the sequence in relation to concrete activities, but they will be referred to in other similar activities in the rest of the units. Consequently, they are numbered with no specific reference to any unit or activity, for example: Appendix 1, 2 etc.

List of Appendices in Unit 3

Appendix 1: Songs &  Their Times

Appendix 2: Answer keys

Appendix 3: Text Typology

Appendix 4: Notes for the teacher on activity 8

Appendix 5: Evaluation Appendix

Activity 3.1: World Music

Description

Learners have to identify instruments, styles and /or performers with a particular country and then locate it in the map of the world to later complete a dossier on different instruments among the whole class.

General aim

To understand that Music is a way of expressing different cultures and part of Art  and as such also an expression of human creativity and genius.

To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  process descriptions, reports, and biographies as well as to be able to use techniques specific to Music as a subject.

Procedure

· Step 1: Students guess the word “music” in different languages and where are they spoken.h3.1.a

· Step 2: Students listen to music excerpts, taken from Encarta Student 2006 (or you can adapt the activity and use any other music you have available)and match the style and the country and then locate it in the map. The pictures are included there to act as clues and then can be pasted on the notebook.

· Step 3: With the help of h.3.1.b work on the structure of a descriptive text with the whole group.

· Step 4: The role play activity on how a note is played is particularly important because is going to help them to review the present simple (3rd person) and to work on the description of a process.

· Step 5: Now they have to choose an instrument and produce a descriptive text and complete a dossier on instruments among the whole class to be used as reference. This activity is an excellent assessment opportunity.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.1.a

h.3.1.b
	
	Encarta Student 2006
	http://www.si.umich.edu/chico/instrument/
http://datadragon.com/education/instruments/
http://library.thinkquest.org/15413/instruments/instruments.htm


Language skills focused

Listening, Spoken Interaction, Reading, Writing

Timing: 6 sessions

Activity 3.2: East Wind, West Wind

Description

Ss in groups analyse the main features of Western and Eastern music, their differences and similarities and present their findings to peers. 

General aim

To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

Procedure

Step 1.- Teacher presents the Ss the main groups of world music (Appendix 2 Answer Keys) and using the map in handout 3.1 in groups of 3, locate the different areas and label them. Then the teacher gathers their opinions in an A4 size map of the world, encouraging Ss to come to the map and write down the names of the areas.
Step 2.- Each group chooses a musical region. It is recommended that they choose some type of music they are not familiar with, but there are many subgroups within those big groups. (Japanese, Indian, Chinese, Caribbean, North American, South American, Arabic, Maori, …… and many more) They can browse either in Internet or any of the Encyclopaedias included in the materials list before making their choice.

They fill the chart in h.3.2 about the features of the corresponding type of music. There are not closed answers. As the information is too wide to be easily summarised, each group can decide which information can be more appealing and/or interesting to their mates. Some main fields of interest appear in the chart, but the group can decide to introduce any change if needed.
Step 3.- They present their findings to he rest of the group, who, as usual have to complete the rest of the chart. They have to organise their information in a descriptive format and, if possible, illustrate it with some musical excerpts.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.3.2

Appendix 2 Answer Keys


	
	Encarta Encyclopaedia

Británica


	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_music
http://www.shira.net/musicintro.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Eastern_music



Language skills focused

Reading / Writing / Listening

Timing: 2 sessions
Activity 3.3 A Hard Day’s Night

Description

Ss watch the film A Hard Day’s Night and work on listening skills and the features of a pop band in the 60s.

General aim

To be able to get information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.
Procedure

Step 1.- Teacher writes the title of the film on the board and elicits information from them. Then distributes the handouts and focus their attention on the first illustration and asks questions.
Step 2.- Begin with the before watching stage of the activity. Then proceed to watch the film and answer the questions on it, pausing the film whenerver necessary.

Step 3: After  viewing the film there are further subtasks to do an then you also have the key and a glossary including  some of the the idiomatic expressions in the film.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.3.3

Film A Hard Day’s Night


	
	Encarta Encyclopaedia

Britannica

DVD


	


Language skills focused

Reading / Writing / Listening

Timing: 2/3 sessions
Activity 3.4: I Am All Ears

Description

Students listen to some famous songs. They carry out some activities in order to become familiar with their lyrics and tunes. Then, they will choose their favourite song and dedicate it to a friend, a relative or a loved one explaining the reasons for their choice. 

General aim

To understand that Music is a way of expressing different cultures and part of Art  and as such also an expression of human creativity and genius.

To reflect upon and work on the features of Music and the process of composing.
Procedure

· Step 1.- Students listen to the songs one by one as many times as they need.

· Step 2.- They carry out the activities proposed in h.3.4a. in order to become aware of how lyrics and tunes go together in a song: the importance and repetition of some words, its rhythm and structure, the different meanings and purposes a song may have, the part music plays in it , etc. so that later they can compose their own songs.  
· Step 3.- Finally they choose a song and dedicate it to a loved person following the model on h.3.4b.. They can do in an audio format, recording themselves dedicating the song and the song itself, using mp3 devices.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.4a

h.3.4b


	
	 Albums:

- Englishman in New York (Sting)

- Tarazan (Walt Disney Records)

- Imagine (J.Lennon)

- Message in a Box (The Complete Recordings) (The Police)

- Chronicles (Eric Clapton)
	www.musica.com
www.mp3musiq.com/download.html
www.sting.com/jukebox
www.DisneyRecords.com
www.john-lennon.com
www.queenonline.com
 


Language skills focused: Listening/Reading / Writing/Speaking

Timing: 3 periods
Activity 3.5:  You be the composer

Description

Students carry out some activities on the elements that take part in the composition process and after they have learnt the basis for composing they write a piece of music and a brief essay on it.

General aim

To enable students to write a piece of music and to learn the basic language and vocabulary related to musical composition.

Procedure

( Step 1: students carry out the activities proposed in h.3.5.a  so as to learn about the main elements that take part in the composition process. In order to complete the activity on dynamics and tempo, first they should try to guess the translation into English of the Italian terms and then they can go to htttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_terminology and check their guesses.

( Step 2: students compose their piece of music following the tips in h.3.5.a.

( Step 3: students write a brief essay on their piece of music following the writing  plan in h.3.5.c. (“Reporting on my music”). They can choose between option A and option B. Option A is more suitable for students who have a greater knowledge of music because they  study it outside the school. Students show the essay to the teacher for correction and keep it until the guessing game (step 4) has finished.

( Step 4: students carry out the guessing game proposed in h.3.5.b (“20 Questions”).

( Step 5: students read their essays aloud to the rest of the class.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.3.5.a

h.3.5.b

h.3.5.c


	
	
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_terminology


Language skills focused

Reading, writing, listening and speaking
Timing

3 / 4  periods

Activity 3.6: More than words

Description

Ss find out about the origin of certain nursery rhymes, the stories that gave origin to some operas and/or musicals, some famous pop songs related to literary works and some social-concern-related songs.

General aim

To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

Procedure

· Step 1: Distribute the tasks following the tips on the handout or any other way of grouping students you are familiar  but in order to carry out the tasks proposed in the activity we strongly recommend to group them according to ability.

· Step 2: Students will research work in different fields of songs’ lyrics (mainly in Encarta) but they can also use the web sites or any other reference source available to them.

· Step 3: Students present orally their finding to the rest of the class. This is a good speaking skills assessment opportunity. Ask for a degree of improvised language not so much memorizing the texts and delivering but more an improvisation on a previously dealt with text.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.3.6


	
	Encarta Encyclopaedia

Británica

The Best Folk Album In The World... Ever! (Audio CD)

Greatest Hits (Audio CD) 
by The Police
	 http://www.allinfoaboutnurseryrhymes.com/index.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_songs_that_retell_a_work_of_literature



Language skills focused

Reading / Writing/Speaking

Timing: 3 sessions
Activity 3.7: Star Academy

Description

Students reflect on the importance of being fair when assessing others’ work. In this case, they are going to learn how to assess their mates’ musical performances in an objective way. 

General aim

To be able to develop critical judgment about my own and others performance.

Procedure

( Step 1: students read h.3.7.a to know the steps they are going to follow in order to succeed at being objective when assessing a musical performance. First, students listen to “Rap: Grandmaster Flash” from Encarta or to any other musical extract you prefer. (Go to “multimedia” and click on “sounds”. You will find lots of musical extracts on the left margin. Click on the one you like and you will be able to listen to it). While students listen, they reflect on the main features that make up a good musical performance. 

( Step 2: students make groups and fill in a mind map to represent the aspects that, in their view, have to be considered when assessing a musical performance (h. 3.7.b). They use dictionaries or ask the teacher for help in order to express their views in English. The teacher can use h.3.7.d “Notes for the teacher”.

( Step 3: students share their opinions with the rest of the class and decide on the ten items that the jury should take into account when the school festival takes place. They agree on a final list (h. 3.7.c) and keep it for activity 8.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.3.7.a

h.3.7.b

h.3.7.c


	
	
	Enciclopedia Microsoft Encarta 2005


Language skills focused

Spoken interaction and writing

Timing

2 periods

Activity 3.8:  “Schoolvision” festival

Description

Students are going to perform a song in group (act. 5, You be the composer)  and another one individually ( from a karaoke web page), so that they learn how to create an enjoyable performance and to communicate their songs with musical expression and understanding.
General aim

To reflect upon and work on the features of Music and the process of composing.

To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

To be able to develop critical judgment about my own and others performance.
Procedure

( Step 1: Teacher discuss with the class what makes a good performance so that they will play and sing to the best of their ability. (Notes for the teacher).

( Step 2: Students rehearse following some tips.

( Step 3: School vision festival takes place.

( Step 4: They will assess the work done following the criteria worked in act. 7 (h.3.7.c), in order to award the prizes.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H.3.8.a

H.3.8.b

Notes for the teacher
	
	
	http://www.geocities.com/bjaes.geo/lyrics/stupid.htm


Language skills focused

Speaking, listening, reading, writing.
Timing

3 / 4  periods

Activity 3.9: Become a pop star

Description

Students integrate all the learning in this unit and also incorporating aspects of the whole course(the 2 previous units) by writing a CV of themselves as pop stars and designing a front and back cover for their music CDs. 

General aim

To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  process descriptions, lyrics for songs, reports, and biographies as well as to be able to use techniques specific to Music as a subject.

To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

Procedure

( Step 1: Elicit adjectives to describe people(remind them of the unit 1 act 4) and then let them work on the first part of h.3.9.a.

( Step 2: They work now individually on the WH questionnaire and then you distribute it at random and change each other identities for more “glamorous ones”.

( Step 3: Students write their Cvs incorporating all the learning and using all the materials available to them.

Step 4: You interview them one by one and assess them.

Materials

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	H3.9.a

h.3.9.b
	All the materials available


	
	Enciclopedia Microsoft Encarta 2005


Language skills focused

Spoken interaction and writing

Timing

2/3 periods
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