Activity 1.4. Sacred beliefs, Sacred texts

Description

 Students are going to read some texts belonging to the main religions in the world: Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam. They are also going to carry out some tasks to check their understanding of what they have read.

General aim

 To understand that Religion is a cultural trait we all humans share and also  a way to express the human spirit.

To reflect upon the beliefs of the different World Religions with an open and critical view.

Procedure

We recommend distributing the texts and the tasks throughout the unit. For example, you can make students read and do the tasks on Hinduism one day and proceed to carry out another activity in the unit. Then, the following week they could continue with the texts and tasks on Judaism and so on and so forth. In this way, students will develop the reading skills during the whole term and you will be able to maintain their interest in the reading activities. 

( Tasks on Hinduism: Students read the Hindu tale “The Supreme Knowledge of Brahman” and do the tasks around it.

· Tasks on Judaism:  Then, they read some Jewish sayings and try to interpret them.

· Tasks on Buddhism:  Focusing on Buddhism, students learn what the Buddhist code for living is like and reflect on how this code can be followed in our lives.
· Tasks on Christianity:   After reading some extracts from Christian texts, students will reflect on the similarities among the moral values in different religions. 

· Tasks on Islam:  Finally, students read some verses from the Qur'an, some Islam sayings and a poem on Zakah, one of the five Pillars of Islam. By reading and carrying out the tasks on this religion, students learn about the principles that tell Muslims how they should behave.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.4

	The Usborne Encyclopedia of World Religions 

Internet-linked


	
	


Language skills focused

Reading, writing and spoken interaction

Timing: 

Hinduism: 2 sessions

Judaism: 1 session

Buddhism: 2 sessions

Christianity: 2 sessions

Islam: 2 sessions










