Discovering Universal Culture

UNIT  1
Human Beliefs
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Introduction

About this unit

Human beliefs is a unit of sequenced activities intended to last for one term. 

This unit consists of 9 separate activities, representing different stages and functions of the general learning process:

· Finding out previous knowledge about the topic

· Fostering learner motivation

· Exposing learners to new knowledge

· Researching information

· Integrating learning

Every activity comprises a series of tasks or sub-activities.  These tasks and sub-tasks are not equal in depth and length and are designed to deal with the proposed subject content and language skills. 

These activities are linked in a progressive sequence towards the completion of a final product, which is shared by the whole group, cooperatively accomplished and rich enough to incorporate the work and learning developed through a given period of time.

The last activity is always an individual assessment proposal where learners have to show the progress made in both subject and language content.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English.

· To understand that Religion is a worldwide phenomenon that has played a part in human culture since early times.

· To reflect on issues with regard to Religion:

· Difference between Religion & Myth

· Religion through History

· World Religions 

· Confessionality & Secularity

· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning for their own lives.

Final Products

Collective final product: 
· Organising a debate on one of the issues that arose during the unit

Individual final product: 

· Writing an individual opinion essay on this topic: Religion at school

Objectives

1. To understand that Religion is a cultural trait we all humans share and also  a way to express the human spirit.

2. To reflect upon the beliefs of the different World Religions with an open and critical view.

3. To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays.

4. To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

5. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

6. To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

7.  To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas. 

Basic competences for Secondary

Curricular competences to which this unit is related:

1. Linguistic competence

4.  Competence in ITC

5. Citizen ship

6. Cultural Competence

7. Learning to learn

8. Personal autonomy

Map of UNIT 1

This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: 

· Engagement to topic. (Previous knowledge; cognitive challenge;)

· Exposure to new content. (Language & Content)

· Research: getting and organizing information.

· Integration of learning: outcomes, assessment and application in new contexts.

	1.1

“Religion & Myth”

· Engagement on the topic

· Exposure to new content


	1.2

“Ancient Greek Myths & Gods”


· Exposure to new content


	1.3

Film: “World Religions”

· Exposure to new content

	1.4

“Sacred beliefs, sacred texts”

· Exposure to new content

	1.5

“Organizing research”
· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.
	1.6

“Researching different world beliefs
“
· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.


	1.7

“Confessionality versus Secularity”

· Exposure to new content
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations

	1.8

“Debating”
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations
	1.9

“Opinion Essay”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


Description of the activities

Each of the following 9 activities is described in one page, following a basic frame, which includes a brief account of the contents and the procedure. When we use the following abbreviation S4 U1 we mean Secondary 4rd year unit 1. Activities have been numbered 1.1, 1.2, … 19, in reference to the number of the unit (1) and to the order of the activity within the proposed sequence:

Title

Description: A very brief account of the activity

Aim: In terms of general learning, integrating linguistic contents and Geology and Earth Sciences content as well as attitudinal development.

Procedure: A series of suggested steps and tasks to carry out the activity

Materials: The basic materials needed to carry out the activity as well as some references to optional materials relevant to the topics and tasks proposed in the activity.

Linguistic skills: the skill or skills mostly targeted in the activity.

Approximate timing of the activity considering the current timetable of English (3 sessions per week).

Handouts
Handouts are materials for the students. They are crucial to carry out the activity although they can be replaced by similar materials. They are provided in easy printable and photocopiable format. 

The handouts are linked to the activity they belong to, so that they are easy to identify and find. When two or more handouts are necessary to one activity, they are numbered a, b, c, etc. For example: Handout 1.1
List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 1

h.1.1.a 



Myths

h.1.1.b




Myths-Chart

h.1.2.a




Ancient Greek Beliefs Dossier

h.1.2.b



Dossier Tasks

h.1.3




World Religions

h.1.4




Sacred beliefs, Sacred texts

h.1.5




Organising Research

h.1.6.a




Major Religions Chart

h.1.6.b



Oral Assessment

h1.7 




Confessionality versus Secularity

h.1.8




Holding a debate

h.1.9




Religions at school, yes or no



Appendices

Appendices are directed to teachers. They provide complementary explanations regarding general procedure or some methodological aspects. Sometimes they can also contain extra materials and organizational tips. They are presented alongside the sequence in relation to concrete activities, but they will be referred to in other similar activities in the rest of the units. Consequently, they are numbered with no specific reference to any unit or activity, for example: Appendix 1, 2 etc.

List of Appendices in Unit 3

Appendix 1: On-line resources

Appendix 2: Answer keys

Appendix 3: Audio proposal 

Appendix 4: Competences in the curriculum

Appendix 5: Evaluation Appendix
Activity 1.1. Myth Quest
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Description

 Students will have to complete information about different world mythologies through an information gap activity

General aim

 To help students become aware of the fact that different cultures built their own cosmogony and the common features of some of them.

· Step 1: Teachers distribute information about different deities belonging to different cultures among students .(H.1.1.a)

· Step 2:  Students have to find their “kins” or “members of the same cosmogony or pantheon.

· Step 3: With the different pieces of information, and in the groups of each mythology, by changing subject (1st person) or tense, they have to rebuild the story, making each of the deities or spirits play their part to explain the main myths to the rest of the groups.
· Step 4:  Finally they present or represent the stories to the rest of the group and they have to fill in the given chart. (H.1.1.b)

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.1.a

h.1.1.b


	The Usborne Encyclopedia of World Religions 

Internet-limked


	
	


Language skills focused

Reading, writing, spoken interaction and speaking

Timing: 

2 sessions

Activity 1.2 Ancient  Greek Beliefs
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Description

Learners will work with a dossier on ancient Greek myths and religions in order to carry out two different type of tasks: linguistic and content related ones.

General aim

To understand that Religion is a cultural trait we all humans share and also  a way to express the human spirit

To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

· Step 1: Teachers previously prepare a number of dossiers to have ready in the classroom (10 or so) .h12a

· Step 2:  Teachers distribute the tasks handout among the learners and these (Task 1 : Extensive reading ) could be done as an individual task and this way could be used as a reading comprehension assessment item or can be done impairs also.h.1.2.b

· Step 3: tasks 2, 3 and 4 are more content related but with a very heavy cognitive and learning to learn proposal. These tasks again can be done individually or in groups and teachers may choose to do all of them or to assign different tasks to particular students and then pool the results.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.2.a

h.1.2.b


	
	
	


Language skills focused

Reading, writing, spoken interaction and speaking

Timing: 

3/4 sessions

Activity 1.3 World Religions.
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Description

 Students are going to watch different excerpts of a DVD about particular aspects of World Religions. Meanwhile they have to carry out some activities with the purpose of familiarizing themselves with the most widespread faiths.

General aim

To reflect upon the beliefs of the different World Religions with an open and critical view.

To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.
Procedure

· Step 1: Read carefully the Notes for the teacher in the handout and choose the excerpt or excerpts you are going to watch with your students.

· Step 2: Distribute the “Before you watch” handout and let them do it sharing their input on the board.

· Step 3: Proceed to the viewing making sure they understand their tasks in While you watch” section of the activity.

· Step 4: Help the learners to share their tasks with the class.

· Step 5: The “After the documentary” part of the activity is about drawing conclusions. It is not the first time they are confronted with this type of text, o it’ll be good to have a short brainstorming about the language needed for writing a conclusion and the structure of the sentences: 

Use of the 1st person, expressions such as I think, believe, consider,    reckon…

Short sentences linked by: but, however, nevertheless, and,  in fact…

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.3


	
	DVD Religions of the World
	


Language skills focused

Listening, speaking and  writing 

Timing: 

2 sessions

Activity 1.4. Sacred beliefs, Sacred texts


Description

 Students are going to read some texts belonging to the main religions in the world: Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam. They are also going to carry out some tasks to check their understanding of what they have read.

General aim

 To understand that Religion is a cultural trait we all humans share and also  a way to express the human spirit.

To reflect upon the beliefs of the different World Religions with an open and critical view.

Procedure

We recommend distributing the texts and the tasks throughout the unit. For example, you can make students read and do the tasks on Hinduism one day and proceed to carry out another activity in the unit. Then, the following week they could continue with the texts and tasks on Judaism and so on and so forth. In this way, students will develop the reading skills during the whole term and you will be able to maintain their interest in the reading activities. 

( Tasks on Hinduism: Students read the Hindu tale “The Supreme Knowledge of Brahman” and do the tasks around it.

· Tasks on Judaism:  Then, they read some Jewish sayings and try to interpret them.

· Tasks on Buddhism:  Focusing on Buddhism, students learn what the Buddhist code for living is like and reflect on how this code can be followed in our lives.
· Tasks on Christianity:   After reading some extracts from Christian texts, students will reflect on the similarities among the moral values in different religions. 

· Tasks on Islam:  Finally, students read some verses from the Qur'an, some Islam sayings and a poem on Zakah, one of the five Pillars of Islam. By reading and carrying out the tasks on this religion, students learn about the principles that tell Muslims how they should behave.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.4


	The Usborne Encyclopedia of World Religions 

Internet-linked


	
	


Language skills focused

Reading, writing and spoken interaction

Timing: 

Hinduism: 2 sessions

Judaism: 1 session

Buddhism: 2 sessions

Christianity: 2 sessions

Islam: 2 sessions

Activity 1.5.Organizing the research 


Description

In order to carry out an individual research on the major religions of the world: Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam, Ss are going to complete a collective mind map and an individual checklist.

General aim

To prepare students to approach research and learning in English and to reflect on processes.

To be able to get information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line

Procedure

· Step 1: Brainstorm in the group the main aspects they consider necessary to give a complete information on any religion.

· Step 2: They choose any of the religions in the world and complete a mind map.

· Step 3: Once they reach an agreement Ss will prepare an individual checklist to specify the steps they are going to follow.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.5.

answer keys


	The facts about Judaism

The facts about Christi a- nity



The facts about Islam

The facts about Buddhism

The facts about Hinduism


	Encarta Student 2006
	 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparing_Eastern_and_Western_religious_traditions
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/informationliteracy/



Language skills focused

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening

Timing: 
2-3 sessions

Activity 1.6.Researching different world beliefs


Description

After carrying out the individual research in the previous activity Ss are going to present it to their peers, and assess others’ outcomes.

General aim

To be able to present both orally and in written form their outcomes.

To develop and practice abilities to communicate their findings in an effective way. 

To be able to develop critical judgment about his/her own and others performance.

Procedure

· Step 1: Using the planning designed Ss are going to undertake the research of the chosen major religion.

· Step 2: They’ll present it orally to their peers with the help of any kind of visual: posters, PPP,……It’s advisable to negotiate with them a checklist for the presentation (answer key 1.6).

· Step 3: While their peers present their findings Ss will complete a chart. H.1.6.a

· Step 4: Following given tips they will assess others’ outcomes and give advise if needed. H.1.6.b.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.6.a

h.1.6.b

answer key 1.6.
	The facts about Judaism

The facts about Christi a- nity



The facts about Islam

The facts about Buddhism

The facts about Hinduism


	Encarta Student 2006
	 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparing_Eastern_and_Western_religious_traditions
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/informationliteracy/



Language skills focused

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening

Timing: 
2-3 sessions

Activity 1.7 Confessionality versus secularity


Description

Students will dig into these 2 concepts and moral stands,  trying to understand what they stand and analyzing real cases.

General aim

To reflect upon the beliefs of the different World Religions with an open and critical view.

To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas.

Procedure

· Step 1: Teachers distribute the first page of h1.7 and reads aloud the short text in bold.

· Step 2: Students read the definition on secularity on their own and in silence referring learners to a dictionary to understand the text.

· Step 3: Teacher establishes a turn for students fro comments and suggestions prompted by the definition, the teacher recasts the sentences in correct English on the board and learners copy them on their notebook under the heading of the activity.
· Step 4: Follow the same procedure for the definition of confessionality.

· Step 5: Distribute the other page of the handout.Explain that they have to think of the social issues on the handouts, either in all of them or redistribute the cases among learners. They have to take a moral stand either a confessional approach or a secular one and try to justify it. Brainstorm on the board the language they need for justifying (however, but, nevertheless…) Let them then discuss if there are different approaches to the same issues.

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.7
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening

Timing: 
1/2 sessions

Activity 1.8: Holding a debate

Description: Ss learn about debating and make a glossary with relevant words. They choose an issue on the topic dealt with throughout the unit and organize a debate.

General aim:

To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas.

To reflect upon the beliefs of the different World Religions with an open and critical view.

To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays.
Procedure

· Step 1: Ss read and fill in the gaps in a text about debate. They search core vocabulary and make a glossary.

· Step 2: Ss learn about the different roles in a debate and debating etiquette.

· Step 2: Ss choose the topic for the debate.

· Step 3: Ss are divided in groups and the chairperson, timekeeper and spokespersons are appointed. Ss prepare their roles.
· Step 4: The debate is carried out following the given rules. 

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.8.a fill in the gaps

h.1.8.b who does what?

h.1.8.c debating etiquette

h.1.8.d topics

h.1.8.e assessment
	
	Camera
	


Language skills focused: speaking and listening

Timing: 2
Activity 1.9 Religion at school, yes or no.


Description

 Students are going to write an opinion essay stating  and justifying their ideas on this topic: ’Religion at school, yes or no.’ or on another one they choose closely related to the unit.

General aim

 To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays.

Procedure

· Step 1: Distribute the handout H1.9 and work on the structure and language of the opinion essay.

· Step 2: Have students making a draft of it and correct it with them.

· Step 3: Proceed to the final and definitive version and assess and mark it.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.1.9


	
	
	


Language skills focused

Reading, writing 

Timing: 

2 sessions
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