



Activity 2.1: “Eternal philosophical questions”





Description: Students listen to some philosophical quotes and try to establish the basic universal questions  behind them.





General aim


To understand that Philosophy tries to answer the fundamental questions, which every person reflecting about the world and his or her place in it has been asking throughout the ages. 


To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.





Procedure


Step 1:Distribute and work on the handout (� HYPERLINK "h.2. 1.a Don't panic!It's only Philosophy.doc" ��h.2.1.a�)


Step 2: Read the paragraph on the handout� HYPERLINK "h.2. 1.b  Eternal philosophical questions.doc" ��(h.2.1.b�) to them and let them answer the questions and then hold a collective session to share their task.


Step 3: Explain to the ss the aim of the activity: listening to some texts from an American TV program called “No dogs and philosophers allowed” and trying to establish the questions they are referring to.


You can mention that the person talking is British actor John Cleese (Monty Python) and that they’ll be seeing more of him  in the next activity.


Step 4: Play the tracks, one by one,(you can download them from the web page or play them directly from the web)  and let them time to answer, play more than once if necessary and help them to interpret them.


Be flexible with the outcomes, if they get the general meaning and if the question is well formulated is enough.


Step 5: Possible questions: What is what philosophers do?/Shall we live the moment or think of the tomorrow?/What’s the meaning of life?/What do we owe future generations?/Why is interesting to have information about the lives of others?/Quantity or quality of life?/What is courage?/Are youths right, Do values change?/Have we to fear death?/Do we have to be happy with what we’ve got?





Materials 





Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "h.2. 1.a Don't panic!It's only Philosophy.doc" ��h.2.1.a�


� HYPERLINK "h.2. 1.b  Eternal philosophical questions.doc" ��h.2.1.b��



�
�



� HYPERLINK "http://www.nodogs.org/cleese.html" ��http://www.nodogs.org/cleese.html�





�
�



Language skills focused: Speaking, listening and writing


Timing: 1 session





�












