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Language to help the teacher in the classroom

PREPARING TO START THE LESSON

Settle down quickly please

Let’s get started

Let’s just recap (recapitulate) on what we did last lesson

What were the main things we worked on last lesson?

GIVING OUT MATERIAL

Take one copy and pass them round

Does everyone have a copy?

Pass any spare copies to the front

Share these copies, one between two.

ASKING QUESTIONS

What do you know about…?

Where did you find out about…?

Can you tell me something about..?

How does this work?

Have you ever…?

Do you know where…?

What do you mean by…?

Why do you think this happened?

Why didn’t this happen?

What made this work?

What was the reason for this?

GIVING ISNTRUCTIONS

Take  a piece of paper. Watch me. Fold it in half and fold it in half again.

Don’t start until I give the signal.

Each team must appoint: a time keeper; an answerer; a speaker; a messenger; a walker…

I need two volunteers.

Number yourselves from one to four.

Mix up your slips of paper and sahre them out.

Take it in turns to…

Sit facing your partner.

Swap papers with your partners (exchange)

Don’t let your partner see your picture…

Don’t forget to write a note about the information your partner/mate.. gives you.

Don’t panic.

Work alone.

Leave a line after each answer.

You are going to have to remember your partner’s information so listen very carefully.

Read silently.

Read out loud.

Everyone in the group must make a copy of…

Decide if the statement is true or false.

I you need me come and get me.

Put up your hand.

IDENTIFYING AND NUMBERING

Write the numbers 1-10 down the side of the page.

Choose one of the words from the list to put in the gap.

Match the words to the pictures.

In the first box…next to the box write… under the box write…draw a quick diagram of… in the last box.

Re-order the sentences.

Underline the key words/the main ideas…in the passage.

Give me an example of…

Write the words in random order.

Look at the word that is underlined/in italics/in bold…

SCORING AND MARKING

You get a point for every correct answer.

You only get a point if your word is exactly the same as the one in the…

Don’t forget to keep your own score.

Add up to your score.

Put a tick if it is right, and a cross if it is wrong.

GROUPING AND MOVING STUDENTS

Go and sit in the groups you were in the last lesson.

Find a new partner to work with.

All the A students get together, all the B students get together.

Walk round the class and ask as many students as you can about…

Mix and mingle. That means talk to as many students as you can during this time.

Turn and face your partner.

Turn to the right/to the left.

ANALYZING

To try this out…

To prove this..

Follow the steps in the experiment to show how…

If you look at it this way… you’ll see…

Think about different ways of doing…

Read it carefully and pick out the points that show…/relate to…/indicate…

CHECKING

Is that clear?

Any questions before we start?

Talk to the person next to you and tell each other what you have to do.

What’s the problem?

Check your answers with the rest of your group.

See if you partner agrees with you.

Compare your answers with the person next to you.

ENCOURAGING AND REDIRECTING (Comments to use when helping students individually)

That’s good so far. Now try to..

What you have written here is clear and interesting. Well done.

That’s the right idea.

Keep to the point.

You need to go into more detail here.

What do you mean by this exactly?

Explain this to me, as if you were the teacher. Good, now write it like that.

Check your facts here.

Have you thought about…?

Maybe you should say more about…

I don’t quite follow your point here.

You have put  a lot of work and effort in with this. Good.

TIMING

Remember to time yourselves.

You only have  a few minutes left.

Keep an eye on the time.

I’m only giving you …. minutes to do this.

ENDING THE LESSON

Let’s go over what we have learnt/done today.

Check that you’ve copied everything from the board.

Finish this off for homework.

You’ve worked well today.

Useful language for your students

ASKING FOR AND GIVING OPINIONS

Do you think we should…?

How do you feel about…?

What do you think about…?

I think…

I think it would be a good idea to…

As I see it, we should…

On the other hand…

ASKING EACH OTHER QUESTIONS

What do you know about?

Where did you find out about…?

Can you tell me something about…?

How does this work?

Have you ever…?

Do you know where…?

What do you mean by…?

Can you give me the name of a…?

What does….mean?

What is….called?

CAUSE

Because of climate changes the deserts are expanding.

Due to climate changes the deserts are expanding.

Owing to climate changes the deserts are expanding.

Because the climate is changing the deserts are expanding.

As the climate is changing the deserts are expanding.

RESULT/EFFECT

The climate is changing, so the deserts are expanding.

The climate is changing, therefore the deserts are expanding.

The climate is changing, consequently the deserts are expanding.

The climate is changing, as a result the deserts are expanding.

CLASSIFYING

These are all types of…

This is a variety of ….

You can divide these into three categories.

It’s made up of two different elements.

It can be divided into five sections.

Welding involves melting and fusing metal together.

The whole plant can be broken down into three main parts.

The different elements of this metal are…

The orchestra is split into different sections.

Deciduous forest ecosystems consist of trees that loose their leaves in winter.

COMAPRING AND CONTRATING

The colours used in this painting are stronger than those used by other artist of the period.

Plastic is more flexible than many other materials.

Some of the most useful information about this  subject can be found on the website/book/… I’ve given  you.

The largest rise in population was in the late 1940s.

It is as important to study the agriculture for this area as it is to study the industry.

Her foreign policy was not as successful as her domestic policy.

The results are identical.

Compared to/with other political leaders of the time, he was more democratic in his approach.

His style of writing is similar to Iris  Murdoch’s.

This philosopher’s approach to the problem was different from that of previous ones.

The match we expected in the results didn’t happen.

People’s opinion about this issue vary.

Pixel-based software is not the same as vector-based one.

CONCLUSIONS

The end result is…

It follows that….would happen.

My conclusions are…

This makes me think that…

This means that…

DEFINING AND DESCRIBING

It’s a sort of/kind of measuring tool.

It’s something like a piano but it produces a totally different sound.

It’s used for measuring temperature 

It’s something we use to measure temperature.

It’s something used to measure temperature.

It looks like a barometer.

It’s similar to the tool we talked about earlier.

You’d find this when looking at paintings of the same period.

You would see this in a forest, for example.

It’s made of different kinds of animals skins.

It’s a device for heating chemical substances.

It’s a system for describing climate changes.

It’s an instrument to measure earthquakes.

EVALUATING

The importance of this is…

This is useful to…

This is important because…

INTERPRETING VISUALS

This picture/graph/diagram/chart/mind map shows us that…

If you look at this chart… you will understand why…

The diagram illustrates this.

PREDICTING AND HYPOTHESIZING

If we do this, then…will happen.

To get the result we should…

Unless we do… we will not be able to…

This could happen because…

One result could be…

If we do it this way, we should see….

SEQUENCING

First of all, secondly, then, following this, next, the next step, the next stage is to, after that, finally.

SPATIAL LANGUAGE

…in the box at the top of the page.

…in the top right-hand corner.

…at the bottom of the picture.

…at the end of the passage/text…

…underneath this…

…directly below…

…in the center of…

…to the right of…

in the next column…

by the side of that…

parallel to…

outside/inside the box…
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