



Activity 3.3: “The Great Dictator”


Description Students watch the film “The Great  Dictator” and reflect upon the film itself and its significance.


General aim


To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:


Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy


Understanding democracy 


Holding democratic values and attitudes


To understand the processes behind Human History


Procedure


Step 1: Distribute the handouts and read the first page aloud while students read it. The text sets the film in context. Prior to the reading you can ask if they know Charles Chaplin, the film or whether they can identify the picture as a caricature of whom (Hitler, obviously).


Step 2: On the next page they have a set of tasks to do some researching on different topics related to the film, let them choose and carry out the task.


Step 3: Students watch the film and meanwhile they fill in the gaps of the plot.


Step 4: This a classic activity when working with films and it’s called Freeze frame. The idea is to stop the film when the scene in which Hynkel is dancing with the Globe is about to start and then asking the questions on the handout to the class. Let them answer  but in an orderly way. 


Step 5: A bit of politics fiction they will encounter later in the unit. 


They have to write an IF…. essay like in activity 8 of the previous unit. Limit the number of words to no less than 100 and no more than 200 .


Materials 


Hand outs�
Classroom reference/School library�
On-line�
�
�
Books�
Multimedia�
�
�
� HYPERLINK "h.3.3%20The%20Great%20Dictator.doc" ��h.3.3��



�
The Great Dictator DVD�
� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Dictator" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Dictator�


� HYPERLINK "http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Chaplin" ��http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Chaplin�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.firstworldwar.com/" ��http://www.firstworldwar.com/�


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_�


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mussolini" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mussolini�


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler��
�
Language skills focused: Listening, reading, writing and speaking


Timing: 5 sessions
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