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Introduction

About this unit

Human Deeds is a unit of sequenced activities intended to last for one term. 

This unit consists of 9 separate activities, representing different stages and functions of the general learning process:

· Finding out previous knowledge about the topic

· Fostering learner motivation

· Exposing learners to new knowledge

· Researching information

· Integrating learning

Every activity comprises a series of tasks or sub-activities.  These tasks and sub-tasks are not equal in depth and length and are designed to deal with the proposed subject content and language skills. 

These activities are linked in a progressive sequence towards the completion of a final product, which is shared by the whole group, cooperatively accomplished and rich enough to incorporate the work and learning developed through a given period of time.

The last activity is always an individual assessment proposal where learners have to show the progress made in both subject and language content.

General Aims

· To motivate students to learn in English.

· To understand Politics as  an attempt to organize society in the best possible way.

· To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy
· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes
· To prepare students to approach research and learning in English, and to help them realise that English can be their main tool of communication in a global and multicultural world.

· To develop students’ attitudes so that they become active and autonomous towards their own school learning, both of content and language.

· To help students feel the connection and value of this learning for their own lives.

Final Products

Collective final product: 

· Democracy in action: A Parliament: School Parliament

Students form political parties and run for lection and then hold a debate in the Parliament

Individual final product: 

· The New Prime Minister: presenting your program to the Parliament

Objectives

1. To understand Politics as  an attempt to organize human society in the best possible way.
2. To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy
· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes

3. To understand the processes behind Human History.
4. To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays and short stories.

5. To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

6. To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

7. To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

8. To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas. 

Basic competences in the curriculum:

Curricular competences to which this unit is related:

1. Linguistic competence

2. Scientific competence

4.  Competence in ITC

5. Citizen ship

6. Cultural Competence

7. Learning to learn

8. Personal autonomy

Map of UNIT 3

This map makes reference to the stages within the general learning process: 

· Engagement to topic. (Previous knowledge; cognitive challenge;)

· Exposure to new content. (Language & Content)

· Research: getting and organizing information.

· Integration of learning: outcomes, assessment and application in new contexts.

	3.1

“Students’ Demo…crazy””

· Engagement on the topic

· Researching 


	3.2

“What’s democracy then?”




· Exposure to new content


	3.3

“The Great Dictator”


· Exposure to new content

	3.4

“Thinkers & Politics”

· Exposure to new content
· Researching

	3.5

“Historical Perspectives on Democracy”
· Exposure to new content
· Research: getting and organizing information.
	3.6

“Great democrats in action”

· Exposure to new content
· Application.


	3.7

“World Map of democracy””


· Exposure to new content
· Integration of learning: using it in new situations

	3.8

“Democracy in action: a Parliament”

· Integration of learning: using it in new situations
	3.9

“The New Prime Minister”

· Application of learning
· Assessment


Description of the activities

Each of the following 9 activities is described in one page, following a basic frame, which includes a brief account of the contents and the procedure. When we use the following abbreviation S4 U3 we mean Secondary 4th year unit 3. Activities have been numbered 3.1, 3.2, …3.9, in reference to the number of the unit (3) and to the order of the activity within the proposed sequence:

Title

Description: A very brief account of the activity

Aim: In terms of general learning, integrating linguistic contents and Geology and Earth Sciences content as well as attitudinal development.

Procedure: A series of suggested steps and tasks to carry out the activity

Materials: The basic materials needed to carry out the activity as well as some references to optional materials relevant to the topics and tasks proposed in the activity.

Linguistic skills: the skill or skills mostly targeted in the activity.

Approximate timing of the activity considering the current timetable of English (3 sessions per week).

Handouts
Handouts are materials for the students. They are crucial to carry out the activity although they can be replaced by similar materials. They are provided in easy printable and photocopiable format. 

The handouts are linked to the activity they belong to, so that they are easy to identify and find. When two or more handouts are necessary to one activity, they are numbered a, b, c, etc. For example: Handout 3.1
List of Handouts for the activities in Unit 3

h.3.1.a

Students’ Democracy

h.3.1.b

Surveys

h.3.2.a

The UK’s Political Parties

h.3.2.b

The UK’s Parliament

h.3.2.c

What’s democracy? Find out more

h.3.3

The Great Dictator

h.3.4.a

Philosophers & Politicians

h.3.4.b

Political Thinking

h.3.4.c

Tasks

h.3.5.a

History of Democracy

h.3.5.b 

History of Democracy:Tasks

h.3.5.c

Politics Science-Fiction

h.3.5.d

Animal Farm

h.3.6.a

Champions of democracy

h.3.6.b

Nobel Peace Prize Laureates

h.3.6.c

Real cases: Palestinian and Israeli Children speak

h.3.7.a

Slavery across time & place

h.3.7.b

The Transatlantic slave trade

h.3.7.c

A world map of democracy

h.3.8.a

The School Parliament

h.3.8.b

Motions and bills of law

h.3.9

The Prime Minister’s  Statement to Parliament
Appendices

Appendices are directed to teachers. They provide complementary explanations regarding general procedure or some methodological aspects. Sometimes they can also contain extra materials and organizational tips. They are presented alongside the sequence in relation to concrete activities, but they will be referred to in other similar activities in the rest of the units. Consequently, they are numbered with no specific reference to any unit or activity, for example: Appendix 1, 2 etc.

List of Appendices in Unit 3

Appendix 1

Notes on Citizenship Education

Appendix 2 

Verb tenses, modals and voices

Appendix 3 

Writing a summary

Appendix 4 

Answer Keys

Appendix 5

Evaluation Appendix

Activity 3.1: Students’ Demo…crazy

Description

Students try to define the concept of democracy and carry out 2 surveys: one to find out about the contents of democracy and the other to decide whether their school is a democratic environment or not.
General aim

 To understand Politics as  an attempt to organize human society in the best possible way.. 

To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy
· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes

Procedure

Step 1: h.3.1.a  Let them mark the statements and then hold a short conversation about the concept and definition of democracy (definition 4 is the best). After that  and in groups of three or even in pairs tell them to write about their school.

Step 2: h.3.1.bThey are going to run 2 different survey polls: one about school and the other about the basics of democacy.

With the first one they are going to ask the questions to  their class mates and then infer conclusions and present them and with the second one thy will order the results starting from the most voted statement to the least voted one thus trying top determine what democracy is about.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.1.a  

h.3.1.b
	
	
	


Language skills focused

Speaking, reading and writing
Timing: 

4 sessions

Activity 3.2: What’s democracy then?

Description

Learners analyze the United Kingdom’s system of political parties and also its Parliamentary system and then research on our own system completing a dossier of information to be used later in the unit.
General aim

To understand Politics as  an attempt to organize human society in the best possible way.
To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays.

To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.
Procedure

Step 1: h.3.2.a  Individually they try to write a definition of political parties, then through a shadow dictation they get the real definition. 

After that students will listen to descriptions of  the most important political parties in the UK and fill in the fact files.

Step 2: h.3.2.b  Through a  series of tasks: gap filling, etc including  another listening they get to know the UK’s Parliament and the way it works.

Step 3: h.3.2.c  Following the checklist’s guidelines learners have to complete the information in the index. They also have a list of web sites where they can find information. They have to complete a dossier to be used later in other activities.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.2.a

h.3.2.b

h.3.2.c

Appendix 3 Writing a summary
	Citizenship in focus /Democracy in action (From the materials list of the unit)

	
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_communities



Language skills focused

Reading, listening, writing

Timing: 

8 sessions if everything done in class

Activity 3.3: The Great Dictator

Description

Students watch the film “The Great  Dictator” and reflect upon the film itself and its significance.

General aim

To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy
· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes
To understand the processes behind Human History
Procedure

Step 1: Distribute the handouts and read the first page aloud while students read it. The text sets the film in context. Prior to the reading you can ask if they know Charles Chaplin, the film or whether they can identify the picture as a caricature of whom (Hitler, obviously).

Step 2: On the next page they have a set of tasks to do some researching on different topics related to the film, let them choose and carry out the task.

Step 3: Students watch the film and meanwhile they fill in the gaps of the plot.

Step 4: This a classic activity when working with films and it’s called Freeze frame. The idea is to stop the film when the scene in which Hynkel is dancing with the Globe is about to start and then asking the questions on the handout to the class. Let them answer  but in an orderly way. 

Step 5: A bit of politics fiction they will encounter later in the unit. 

They have to write an IF…. essay like in activity 8 of the previous unit. Limit the number of words to no less than 100 and no more than 200 .

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.3
	
	The Great Dictator DVD
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Dictator
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Chaplin
http://www.firstworldwar.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mussolini
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler



Language skills focused: Listening, reading, writing and speaking
Timing: 5 sessions

Activity 3.4 Thinkers & Politicians

Description

Students explore the relationship between philosophy and social organization and also see what philosopher said about politics.

Language wise  they will dig deeper in reflecting  on how English works as a  language and text building.

General aim

To understand Politics as  an attempt to organize human society in the best possible way..

To understand the processes behind Human History

To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays.
Procedure

Step 1: h.3.4.a  Cut the quotes from the different philosophers and also cut the notes on them with the picture in the next page. Distribute quotes and philosophers in a way that half the class has the quotations and the other half the philosophers. It can be an individual or a pair setting.

The half that has quotes is Team A and the other half is B.

Step 2: The game is played in the following manner: one students from team A reads his her quotation, team B members have 30 seconds to read his/her philosopher’s short text and decide whether this is the one who said so, then call out the thinker’s name, if it is correct (teacher has the key) they pair together, then the other way around a team B member reads the text on the philosopher and the team A member who has a quotation said by him or her call out and like this until all are paired.

Step 3: h.3.4.b Political Thinking dossier. At this stage the dossier could be copied individually and then distribute tasks on h.4.3.c. and also it looks like a good idea to distribute tasks in a way that all of them are covered.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	Appendix 2

h.3.4.a

h.3.4.b

h.3.4.c
	The Story of Philosophy

The Great Philosophers

Eyewitness Companions, Philosophy


	Encarta
	


Language skills focused: Reading, writing, speaking
Timing: 5 sessions

Activity 3.5 Historical perspectives on democracy

Description: 

Students on the one hand read and work with the dossier on History through a number of tasks related mainly to language but with the objective of understanding the concepts behind. On the other hand they have to read the first chapter of Animal farm and write a short story of a possible scenario for the future of democracy.

General aim: 

To understand the processes behind Human History.
To be able to produce different types of texts,  such as  argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays and short stories.

To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

Procedure

· Step 1: h3.5.a Information dossier on the History of Democracy from ancient times to nowadays. The tasks (h.3.5.b) that go with it are mainly linguistic but with the objective of working the concepts of the text. The 2 first are  games: one with word categories and the other a spelling bee. Perhaps the best way to deal with these tasks is in pairs or individually and have the dossier copied individually this time to be used also as a reading assignment at home.

· Step 2: h.3.5.c This handout introduces the idea of political fiction as sub-genre of the narrative genre. It would be  a good idea to retrieve the features of the narrative from the previous year. Then introduce George Orwell and his classic novella “Animal Farm” as the most famous work of political fiction. Explain the task: thinking of a possible scenario for the future of democracy and writing a short story.
· Step 3: h.3.5.d reading and listening to the first chapter of the book and answering the questions prior to writing the story.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.5.a

h.3.5.b

h.3.5.c

h.3.5..d
	
	
	http://books.google.es/books?id=SGAZdjNfruYC&dq=animal+fram&pg=PP1&ots=vsH33ggPUD&sig=-LIIh1pWSgN6lHSw_UQXCZ71lEg&hl=es&prev=http://www.google.es/search%3Fhl%3Des%26q%3Danimal%2Bfram&sa=X&oi=print&ct=title&cad=one-book-with-thumbnail#PPR2,M1


Language skills focused: 

Reading, writing, listening and speaking

Timing

5 sessions

Activity 3.6 Great democrats in action

Description: 

Students listen to short biographies of people who devoted their lives to justice and democracy and fill in fact files about them.

After that, they will individually select one Nobel Prize Laureate from the list and research and present.
General aim: 

To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy

· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes

To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

Procedure

· Step 1: h.3.6.a Students listen to the short biographies and fill in the fact files about the different characters.

· Step 2: h.3.6.b Choosing one of the laureates and researching and writing a short bio as in the previous part of the activity. Then and if possible record themselves  reading it.

· Step 3: Learners play or read their bios and the rest of the class fills in fact files.

· Step 4: h.3.6.c Learners listen to the text about the origins of the Israeli- Palestinian conflict and fill in the gaps.

After that they choose or the teachers does, two stories from the book: Three wishes, Palestinian and Israeli Children Speak and after reading them, they write a summary in the third person.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3..6.a

h.3.6.b

h.3.6.c
	Three wishes Palestinian and Israeli children speak
	Cdplayer

Mp4 recorders

Ipods
	http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2007/index.html



Language skills focused: 

Listening, reading, speaking and writing

Timing: 6 sessions

Activity 3.7 The world map of democracy

Description: 

 Learners taking as an example the transatlantic slave trade analyse undemocratic deeds nowadays and draw conclusions regarding which countries respect the human rights lying at the core of democracy and which ones don’t. 

General aim: 

To understand Politics as  an attempt to organize human society in the best possible way.. 

To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy

· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes

To understand the processes behind Human History

To be able to get, process and share information from sources in English, written and audiovisual and/or on-line.

To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas.

Procedure
· Step 1: h.3.7.a Matching texts and pictures about slavery through time.

· Step 2: h.3.7.b Listening tasks, first the text and they look at the map, and make a bit of conversation in the class. After listen to the song and watch the video from You Tube, just clicking on the link provided on the handout. Then they are going to listen to an explanation of the Triangular trade and match each episode with a picture and one of the headlines. Finally they will write and illustrate with some of the pictures a summary of it. 

· Step 3: h.3.7.c Watch the film Children in the ranks, by clicking in the link again, is a short film about a boy who used to be a soldier and now lives in the USA. After that there is matching exercise with forms of government and its description, then deciding whether is a democracy or not and then thinking of countries as an example.

Step 4: Choosing an issue that worries them  or that they have been hearing about quite   a lot lately in the news, on the papers, in the web…

Researching about it and describing it, then  showing on a map of the world where these things are actually happening and which kind of governments are propitiating that sort of thing and preparing a world map reflecting the global situation regarding that issue or problem.
Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.7.a

h.3.7.b

h.3.7.c
	The state of the World Atlas
	
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5joRRYNypKM&mode=related&search=

http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/crp/child_soldiers/index.htm



Language skills focused: 

Listening, reading, writing, speaking

Timing: 5 sessions

Activity 3.8 Democracy in action: a School Parliament

Description: 
Learners design the tasks a school Parliament should accomplish, create political parties and hold three Parliamentary sessions in which they have to present, debate and approve of school rules.
General aim: 

To understand Politics as an attempt to organize human society in the best possible way.. 

To reflect on issues with regard to Politics:

· Analyzing the relationship between Politics and Philosophy
· Understanding democracy 

· Holding democratic values and attitudes

To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas. 

Procedure

· Step 1: h.3.8.a Students in groups brainstorm the tasks a Parliament carries out (from act 2) and then translate those tasks to the school context.
· Step 2: They create political parties and following the guidelines and using the handouts in h.3.8.b hold three parliamentary sessions to present, debate and approve laws.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3.8.a
h.3.8.b
	
	
	


Language skills focused: 

Listening, reading, writing, speaking

Timing: 3 sessions

Activity 3.9 The New Prime Minister’s Statement to Parliament
Description: 

Learners read and analyze the speech of New Zealand’s Prime Minister and the write and deliver their own statement to Parliament as Prime Ministers of the School.
General aim: 

To be able to produce different types of texts, such as argumentative texts expressing and justifying opinions as well as opinion essays and short stories.

To be able to carry out classroom interactions in English, leading to the completion of the required tasks.

To be able to present both orally and in written form the outcomes of the final products assigned.

To be able to develop critical judgment and to hold one’s own ideas. 

Procedure

· Step 1: h.3.9 Reading the introduction quietly and  having a look at some European Prime Ministers, see if they know all of them and ask for more.
· Step 2: After that they read the statement Helen Clark, New Zealand’s Prime Minister addressed to Parliament individually or in groups, each one reading a part of it and analyzing it with the help of the questions provided.

· Step 3: Modeling theirs on Helen Clark’s but of course much shorter they write and deliver a speech stating the main areas of work for school and the rules and changes they want to promote.

Materials 

	Hand outs
	Classroom reference/School library
	On-line

	
	Books
	Multimedia
	

	h.3..9 
	
	
	http://www.beehive.govt.nz/node/28357



Language skills focused: 

Reading, writing, speaking

Timing: 3 sessions










Eusko Jaurlaritza. Hezkuntza Saila. Ingelesa Edukinen Bitartez. DBHko 4. maila
PAGE  
16


Eusko Jaurlaritza. Hezkuntza Saila. Ingelesa Edukinen Bitartez. DBHko 4. maila

[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]We're all on this together.




